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https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/pacific/1630219/pacific-leaders-urge-jakarta-to-allow-un-visit-to-west-papua
https://pmn.co.nz/read/environment/pacific-islands-forum-presses-un-chief-on-climate-finance-and-rising-seas-concerns
https://islandsbusiness.com/news-break/blue-pacific-defence-leaders-move-from-pledge-to-action/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/pacific/1655244/a-sad-indictment-flour-replaces-nearly-40kg-of-cocaine-exhibit-in-fiji-court
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(2nd October 2026, The Marshall Islands Journal)
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https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/pacific/1662353/six-persons-of-interest-identified-in-court-cocaine-case-fiji-police-says
https://www.lloydslist.com/LL1158574/Malaysia-rejects-responsibility-for-shadow-fleet-STS-transfers-beyond-port-limits
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/pacific/1666137/american-samoa-environmental-group-sues-us-govt-over-deep-sea-mining-plans
https://www.dw.com/en/middle-east-oil-exports-recover-to-pre-iran-war-levels-despite-hormuz-attacks/a-79542680
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(6th October 2026, Kingdom Tonga News)
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https://kingdomtonganews.com/article/police-arrest-chinese-woman-in-investigation-into-alleged-trafficking-of-tongan-women-to-china-muwu9azw
https://islandsbusiness.com/news-break/pacific-leaders-want-major-emitters-held-accountable-for-climate-change/
https://islandsbusiness.com/news-break/adb-boss-calls-for-quick-climate-protection/
https://pina.com.fj/2026/10/08/pacific-climate-fund-still-us320m-short-of-target-ahead-of-cop31/
https://en.antaranews.com/news/434442/indonesia-ialadeepen-cooperation-on-maritime-navigation-safety?utm_source=antaranews&utm_medium=desktop&utm_campaign=editor_picks
https://www.engine.online/news/malaysia-bans-bunkering-in-new-marine-sensitive-area-8255
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https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/pacific/1791678/us-designates-prominent-fiji-businessman-for-advancing-china-based-interests

Friday, October 2, 2026 — The Marshall Islands Journal

Chinese insurer stiffs RMI

on $29 million judgement

The High Court awarded the RMI EPA
and the RMI government $29 million in
damages for the grounding of and damage
caused by a fish supply ship at Taka Atoll
in the northern Marshall Islands in 2019,
The award was issued last November af-
ter the EPA’s claim for damages had spent
several vears working its way through the
court system.

The vessel that ran aground and 1s still
on a reef at Taka, the Ou Ya Leng 6, 15
owned by a Chinese company and 1s or

was insured by the Beiyjing-based govern-
ment-owned insurance company, People’s
Insurance Company of China (PICC)
Property and Casuvalty Company Ltd.
But, 10 months after the $29 million High
Court judgment, PICC has not responded
through normal international legal chan-
nels used by countries when dealing with
legal claims from other nations.
This has led the EMI EPA to 1ssue a no-
tice, obtained by the Journal, seeking to
Continued page 4

Insurance problem relates
to vessel already in Majuro

From page 1
deny entry to RMI waters to any ves-
sel that is insured by the PICC Prop-
erty and Casualty Company Ltd.

The 1ssue 15 of immediate sigmifi-
cance to Majuro because a large bulk
cargo vessel limped into capital atoll
in January with multiple holes mn 1ts
hull after departing South America
for Chuna. That vessel, which has re-
mained in port Majuro and may not
be fit for ocean travel, is insured by
PICC. Pacific International Inc. made
hull repairs after the vessel arrived in
January. But the vessel has not moved
from Majuro since.

The vessel, the MV Fu Tun Creek,
reportedly has 40,000 tons of iron ore
on board and an unknown quantity of
fuel. If it were to sink, the damage to
the Majuro lagoon environment could
be significant — yet, based on the

Taka Atoll grounding case, 1t 1s doubt-
ful that the RMI would be successful
if 1t needed to use legal action to ad-
dress damages.

With the 30-year-old vessel an-
chored 1n Majuro for nine months, 1t
may be considered worthless to the
vessel owner, accounting for it re-
maining here. The 40,000 tons of iron
ore, at current prices, 1s valued around
%4 mallion. St1ll, after mine months of
sitting . Majuro, this suggests the
company that owns the cargo 1s erther
not motivated or doesn’t have a way to
gain delivery of the iron ore.

All of which, ultimately, may lead
back to the Chinese government-
owned insurer, PICC.

The EPA’s recently issued notice,
which apparently 1s a draft, states:
“Notice 15 hereby given to all ves-
sels fishing m or transiting through

the water of the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands that as of July 31, 2026,
any form of maritime, hull, pollution
or other insurance provided by PICC
Property and Casualty Company Lim-
tted 1s unacceptable to and will not
be recogmzed by the Republic of the
Marshall Islands.”

It goes on to say vessels carrying
PICC insurance will be banned from
entry to RMI waters.

“The reason for this action 15 PICC
Property and Casualty Company Lim-
1ted’s failure to satisfy a November 23,
2025 Final Judgment for Liability and
Damages entered by the High Court of
the Republic of the Marshall Islands
related to the January 2019 grounding
of the vessel Ou Ya Leng 6.7

Contacted for comment by the
Journal, neither EPA nor MIMRA re-
sponded.



Friday. October 9. 2026 — The Marshall Islands Journal

Transport woes

Transportation and shipping limitations
continue to disrupt essential services for
many outer islands, affecting power resto-
ration and copra collection.

This issue has swirled in debates at
Nitijela since the resumption of the session
late last month.

Numerous Nitijela Members have called
out the government for the lack of critically
needed shipping services to remote islands.

Juren Ae
plagued with
technical issues

From page 1
mvolving parts and mechanics. In one instance,
flooding at the airport prevented a mechanic from
traveling until local residents cleared the runway for
the plane to land.

The power outages are particularly difficult for the
over 200 students and teachers at Jaluit High School.
During the October 6 session, it was confirmed that
power had finally been restored in Jaluit, bringing an
end to the outage after repeated delays in getting the
necessary equipment and technical assistance to the
atoll.

Jaluit Nitijela Members Sonny Milne
and Daisy Alik-Momotaro both raised the
prolonged power outage situation in Jaluit.

Sonny noted that although the Jaluit
power plant had received its engine, the
tools and technical support needed for in-
stallation were not available.

Daisy urged Cabinet to prioritize Jaluit,
citing repeated transportation delays

Continued page 2

Public Works Minister Thomas Heine, who chairs
the MEC board, acknowledged that transportation re-
mains a major obstacle for MEC, affecting not only
Jaluit but also Kili, particularly where tools and squip-
ment required for repairs cannot be transported by air.

Shipping shortages are also affecting copra col-
laction. Responding to questions about Aelonlaplap,
Transportation Minister Hilton Kendall reported that
only one of four normally operating vessels is cur-
rently available. One vessel needs to be decommis-
sioned and two require dry-docking. Plans are under-
way to bring in two additional vessels.

Minister Tony Muller confirmed that the fourth
round of copra collection has not been completed due
to transportation constraints.

Meanwhils, the much acclaimed Juren Ae sailing
vessel has spant a lot of 2026 anchored in the lagoon
this vear due to various technical issues, though it
provided a special extended charter for the Ministry
of Health and Human Services earlier this vear.

Marzhall Islands Shipping Corporation General
Manager Danny Wase told the Journal Wednesday:
“Juren Aewas experiencing mechanical and electrical
iszues. Mechanically, the generator that was down has
been restored and now fully operational. Electrically,
the water maker has been down and works to restore
full operation are currently being undertaken. Once
these are fixed, the vessel will resume her expected
services and join the rest of the fleet providing and
contributing to more improved and efficient transport
services that had been limited during her absence.”



