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-THE MISSION:

Safety for everyone at sea

“The Free and Open Indo-Pacific initiative aims
to make countries more resilient and
prosperous together in the Indo-Pacific region.”

The Japan Coast Guard conducted a
Joint exercise of maritime search and res-
cue with the MIPD Sea Patrol Surveillance
Division and other RMI law enforcement
agencies at the Shoreline dock earlier this
month. The exercise practiced to improve
maritime search and rescue techmques
through hands-on exercises that could save
lives of those in distress at sea.

The Japan Coast Guard Mobile Cooper-
ation Team, the division dedicated to sup-
porting capacity building efforts of foreign
coast guard agencies, visited Majuro from
April 27 to May 8. The visit was part of
the program for “Enhancing Human Re-
sources for Marntime Secunity in the Mi-
cronesia Region 11" a five-year imitiative
funded by the Sasakawa Peace Foundation.
This year’s traiming 1s the last in a series
conducted over the past five years.

The Mobile Cooperation Team worked
with the Office of the Mational Security,
MIPD, the Royal Australian Navy advi-
sors, and US Coast Guard Mobile Training
Team. The Mobile Cooperation Team par-
ticipated in the US Coast Guard's training
with the MIPD last week. On April 29, at
the Sea Patrol Office, they demonstrated
arresting techniques based on Japanese
martial arts as a part of collaborative train-
ing with the US Coast Guard. The Mobile
Cooperation Team conducted a four-day
Joint training, with Sea Patrol, RMI law

enforcement agencies, and visiting Palau
law enforcement officers. This training in-
cluded basic rescue and first aid exercises,
a workshop on international maritime law,
and on-water search and rescue operation
exercises at the dock.

“Mobile Cooperation Team’s engage-
ment aims not only to enhance the capa-
bilities of maritime law enforcement agen-
cies in the recipient country, but also to
strengthen cooperation among the related
parties in the Indo-Pacific region toward
the realization of the free and open Indo-
Pacific,” said Captain Ryoki Toku head of
the Mobile Cooperation Team.

The traming program coincided with the
announcement by Japan Pnme Minister
Sanae Takaichi on May 2 about Japan's
updated “Free and Open Indo-Pacific plan.

“The Free and Open Indo-Pacific mitia-
tive aims to make countries more resilient
and prosperous together in the Indo-Pacific
region with an international order based on
freedom, openness, diversity, inclusive-
ness, and the rule of law,” said the Japan
Embassy in a media release.

The joint training demonstrated close
multilateral cooperation as a key element
of this plan, not only for ensuring safe
and free maritime travel and fishing for
the RMI people, but also for enhancing
the peace and stability of the international
community, the embassy said.

Top left, a group shot of the many participants. Above, scenes from the high action
training program for Marshall Islands law enforcement conducted by the Japan
Coast Guard. Photos: Chewy Lin and the Japan Embassy.



