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GIFF JOHNSON

It isn’t every day that we can refer to
the loading and departure of a 20-foot
container from Majuro as “historic.”
But indeed, one scheduled to depart
this week Friday on Kyowa Line fits
this description

Unless you are in the recycling busi-
ness, you probably wouldn't know that
it 1s nearly impossible to recycle plastic
PET bottles. Aluminum cans, yes. But
although Majuro Atoll Waste Company
pays five cents per plastic bottle just
as 1t does for cans. those millions of
bottles that community members have

$1on
Majuro

Marshall Islands
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Message in a bottle

Historic first plastic
export to Taiwan

carried into MAWC's recycling facility
have continued to build up at the land-
fill in Batkan with no buyer to accept
exports

But a buyer was finally found, in Tai-
wan, and this Friday’s shipment is the
first MAWC is shipping out to the recy-
cling firm there via Kyowa Line, which
for this pilot shipment is donating the
shipping costs.

It is MAWC’s partnership with Japan
Project for Promotion of Regional Ini-
tative on Solid Waste Management —
or J-PRISM for short — that helped to

Continued page 2

MAWC’s first-ever container

filled with bales of crushed
PET bottles to be shipped
this Friday on Kyowa Line to
Taiwan. Photo: MAWC,
7 o
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President’s
diplomacy
on US stance

GIFF JOHNSON

The Marshall Islands 1sn’t against the United
States, it i1s pro-Marshall Islands. This in a nutshell
sums up comments that President Hilda Heine made
in a recent interview with the Journal concerning the
ongoing, hot-button issues of climate change and nu-
clear test legacy advocacy.

Particularly on climate action and especially initia-
tives aimed at curtailing use of fossil fuels, the US
government over the past year has come down hard
on advocates, including the Marshall Islands, warn-
ing of sanctions and other penalties if they promote
international action on climate.

This 1s playing out at the United Nations, at the
International Mantime Organization and other ven-
ues where many countries, including the Marshall
Islands, are pushing for action to reduce reliance on
fossil fuels and move to renewable energy — both of
which the Trump admuinistration is against.

Continued page 2
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RMI: ‘“These are just our issues’

From page 1

Commenting to the Journal
about navigating the current US
administration, President Heine
said: “We know that we disagree
on certain areas, but we hope we
respect each other’s positions.”

She said that when the RMI ad-
vocates on these two key issues,
the positions taken by the RMI
are not anti-US. These issues are
“what are important to us.”

“It’s all about us and what’s at
stake for the Marshallese people,
and these are long, long long-
standing positions,” she said. “It’s
not like we just started to take on
these positions.”

Climate change and justice
for victims of US nuclear testing
have been and will remain core
concerns for attention and action
by the Marshall Islands, President
Heine said.

“When it comes to climate
change, vou know, that’s an ex-
istential threat for us.” she said.
“There is no way that we're go-
ing to deviate from 1.5 (degrees),
going after that and making sure
that we keep the emission levels
as low as possible.”

She added: *When you talk
about the nuclear issue, 1 mean,
they (the US) know our position as
well, and they know that it doesn’t

change that were still not satisfied
with where things stand. That’s
that’s also an important legacy for
us. It’s there. We cannot ignore it,
despite what anybody can tell us
about anything, we know what
happened, and so our position con-
tinues to be going after just com-
pensation for the people, justice
for the nuelear victims.

“When we take on those posi-
tions... we're not going against

(the United States),” she said,
“It’s us, it’s our position and
what’s important to us.”
President Heine said these are
fundamental issues that go to the
core of Marshallese existence.
“We're not just talking about
policy debate here,” she said.
“You know, these are realities for
us, and so [ hope that the US will
be respectful of these positions
that we take on those two issues.”
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PACIFIC: ON POINT
The ‘secret’ mmmg ot M \oana

MICHAEL J. FIELD*

The Cook Islands was promised a mineral
windfall. Instead, a Wall Street-backed US enti-
ty is moving to consolidate control of its seabed
riches. As billions line up and sovereignty blurs,
the question isn’t what lies beneath the ocean—
but who ultimately owns it, profits from it, and
bears the cost if it goes wrong.

The Cook Islands sold deep-sea mining on a
promise: trillions of dollars of rare minerals lying
quietly on the ocean floor, there for the taking.

What is emerging instead looks less like a na-
tional windfall and more like external capture.
A new US-led entity, American Ocean Minerals
(AOM), is positioning itself to aggregate those
Cook’s seabed assets under a Wall Street—centred
structure.

Its slogan is explicit — “Declaring America’s
Mineral Independence.” The ocean in question is
not American. It is Moana, the South Pacific.

The Cook Islands, thanks to its 2.32 million km?
exclusive economic zone, ranks among the largest
countries in the world by area. Yet it has a popula-
tion of just 13,000 and sits within the Realm of
New Zealand — self-governing, but not fully sov-
ereign. That tension surfaced recently in its dis-
pute with Wellington over Prime Minister Mark
Brown’s attempted China agreement.

While political attention focused on Beijing,
the more consequential shift was happening else-
where. As reported here in 2023, the real courtship
was not Chinese, but American — miners and fi-
nanciers moving quietly into position.

The Cook Islands granted three exploration li-
cences covering roughly 254,000 km* — about
the size of the United Kingdom. Early exploration
has pointed to vast polymetallic nodule fields.
That helps explain why, largely out of public view,
capital and political backing have followed.

* Excerpted from the authors South Pacific
Tides page on Substack.

Deep Sea Mining:

The Knowns and the

Unknowns

El,
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A promotional
event on

Deep Sea
Mining — The
Knowns and

Unirted States

the Unknowns
— sponsored
by the United
States Embassy
in Suva, Fiji.

Region’s diplomatic divide

While the global race for seabed
minerals intensifies, Fiji’s territorial
waters are not currently considered

a viable target for the first wave of

commercial deep-sea mining, ac-
cording to a leading marine scientist.

Speaking at a media presentation
at the Suva City Carnegie Library,
Dr. Carrie Pucko, a biology lecturer
from the University of Georgia, re-
vealed that while the industry is
likely to begin large-scale operations
within the next few years, the focus
remains outside of Fiji’s immediate
jurisdiction.

The primary target for internation-
al mining companies is the Clarion-
Clipperton Zone (CCZ), a massive
stretch of the ocean floor located be-
tween Hawaii and Mexico. This area
is estimated to hold 21.1 billion tons
of polymetallic nodules — potato-
sized rocks rich in manganese, co-
balt, nickel, and copper.

“Deep-sea mining is going to prob-
ably start happening on a commercial
scale in the next few years,” Pucko
stated. These minerals are highly
sought after for the production of
electric vehicle batteries and renew-
able energy technologies.

Although Fiji has deep-sea miner-
als within its Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ), they differ from the spe-
cific nodules found in the CCZ.

Unlike traditional mining that in-
volves blasting, deep-sea extraction
in the CCZ uses autonomous under-
water crawlers to simply “pick up”
nodules from the seabed at depths of
4.000 to 6,000 meters.

The issue has created a diplomatic
divide across the Pacific. Countries
such as Tonga, Nauru, and the Cook
Islands have already established sub-
sidiaries or agreements with com-
mercial giants such as Canada’s
The Metals Company. These na-

tions stand to receive development
funding, scholarships, and revenue
shares.

Meanwhile, Fiji, along with Palau,
the Marshall Islands, Vanuatu and
Samoa, have previously called for a
moratorium on deep-sea mining, cit-
ing potential irreversible damage to
marine ecosystems.

The push for these minerals is also
fueled by a desire to diversify sup-
ply chains away from China, which
currently dominates the refining of
critical battery metals. US Embassy
Public Relations Officer Strader Pay-
ton noted that while Dr. Pucko’s sci-
entific views are independent, critical
minerals are a top priority for the cur-
rent US administration.

— This is an excerpt of a social
media post by Island Global Media
Jollowing a US Embassy-sponsored
presentation on deep sea mining in
Suva in April.



