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Japan, FSM discuss defense
cooperation during Tokyo meeting

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

February 23, 2026

Tokyo - Japan's State Minister of Defense
Miyazaki Masahisa met with Federated
States of Micronesia Secretary of Justice
Leonito Baccalando Jr. on February 22
during Baccalando’s visit to Japan for
the 3rd Japan-Pacific Islands Defense
Dialogue.

According to a press release issued by
Japan's Ministry of Defense, Miyazaki
described Japan and the FSM as “valuable
friends” connected by the Pacific Ocean
and partners sharing principles including
freedom, democracy, and the rule of

law. He said Japan looks forward to
continuing close cooperation with the
FSM.

Both sides welcomed what the ministry
called the steady expansion of defense
cooperation, particularly in maritime
security, and agreed to continue
strengthening collaboration in that
area.

The two officials also affirmed the
importance of deepening defense
exchanges between Japan and the F5M,
including through frameworks such
as the Japan-Pacific Islands Defense
Dialogue
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Crime wave

Drugs thought
to be at the
heart of thefts

GIFF JOHNSON

A series of burglaries this past week has height-
ened concern about drug-induced crime, and the
need for greater law enforcement response.

Multiple break-ins and attempted break-ins at
local businesses and one apartment in Majuro
over the past week, coupled with an individual
reportedly attempting to sell a washing machine
to people near the Delap Dock raised worry about
drugs fueling crime in Majuro, as addicts seek
items they can sell for a quick return to purchase
more drugs.

The resident of the apartment that was bro-
ken into near K&K Island Pride Supermarket in
Delap said a drone was stolen.

Businesses broken into included a takeout store
near the Lanai, Cost Price, and Home Garden. The
latter business, the would-be burglar attempted to
break in through the roof. but fell through instead
alerting workers who called police. At Cost Price,
vigilant staff discovered a man trying to hide in
the store at closing time.

Already in the first two months of this year, the
Marshall Islands has seen drugs roll into remote
outer atolls on two occasions, according to law
enforcement, while last year saw the most-ever
cocaine packages wash up on multiple islands
around RMI. Last week’s Journal reported in a

front page article about the many tons of cocaine
that has been confiscated from vessels coming
from South and Central America toward Austra-
lia and New Zealand, focusing attention on the
Pacific Islands becoming a drug super highway.

One law enforcement official told the Journal
that most of the crimes this past week had the
look of being drug-related.

Against this backdrop of ongoing burglaries
and attempted robberies, a group of RMI entities
is seeking funding support to establish a police
training academy in Majuro that would aim to

Continued page 2



Police academy being planned for CMI

From page 1
increase the number and quality of of-
ficers being recruited to police forces
in Majuro.

Most police in the Marshall Islands
receive few professional development
opportunities. In decades past, the
US Trust Territory government sup-
ported occasional police academies
that brought together a few officers for
training from all of the islands from

Palau to the Marshall Islands.

But the plan being conceived and put
on the table by Marshall Islands Police
Department and the Office of National
Security in partnership with the Col-
lege of the Marshall Islands seeks to
establish the first-ever academy in Ma-
juro to be an ongoing training center for
law enforcement. Although no numbers
were made available to the Journal, it
was reported to the newspaper that per-

sonnel with MIPD have declined in
number since 2019.

The police academy proposal was
expected to be put on the agenda at this
week’s World Bank-supported Devel-
opment Partners Roundtable Meeting
at the Marshall Islands Resort — one
of a series of projects for which the
RMI is seeking support, including fi-
nance and tax reform, and electronic
visas for immigration purposes.
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Emergency assistance to the FSM in response to the Chuuk oil leak

Embassy of Japan to the FSM provided the emergency assistance
to the FSM to support the people
February 19, 2026 affected by the oil leak, in light of the

Chuuk - On February 11, the Handover  humanitarian perspective and the close
Ceremony  for  the  Emergency relations between Japan and the FSM.
Assistance to the Federated States of g

Micronesia in Response to the Oil Leak
was held at the Chuuk State Government
Auditorium. The emergency assistance,
including emergency relief goods (oil
absorbent mats, oil fences, etc.) was
provided by the Government of Japan
upon the request of the Government
of the Federated States of Micronesia,
through  the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA). Japan




