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Push for Arno

research station

GIFF JOHNSON

The Marshall Islands Marine
Resources Authority 1s promoting
establishment of a Micronesian
Atoll Research Station in the Mar-
shall Islands.

Establishment of an atoll re-
search facility would stimulate
widespread collaboration  with
umversities around the world, as
well as attract donor support for a
wide range of reef and ocean stud-
1es cntical to understanding atoll
marine habitats and supporting
development of sustainable live-
lihoods for outer islanders, said

MIMRA Director Glen Joseph in
an interview last week.

“Ideally,” he said, “it would be
located in Amo Atoll.” MIMEA
dlready operates a clam farm on
the atoll neighboring Majuro.

“We would beef up accommo-
dations and bring in researchers,”
he said. “This wouldn’t only be a
clam farm for farmers but a teach-
ing and research (facility).”

Joseph views the potential for an
atoll research station as virtually
limitless, with important benefits
for schools, students and teachers

Continued page 2

Marine education plan

From page 1

mn the Marshall Islands. The
facility could have the dual role
of connecting with researchers
mternationally while working at
the grassroots level in RMI, to
support development of school
curriculum  around  marnne
resources  knowledge  and
conservation, Joseph said.

“Why don’t we have ocean
hiteracy in our education cur-
riculum?” he asked, adding that
while MIMRA has done a lot
of research into coral reefs in
the RMIL, it remains a different
world from what 15 taught in
schools.

“Our students should be in-
volved (1n studying and learning
about the marine environment)
and gamming knowledge,” he
said.

“The Micronesian Atoll Re-
search Station could house and
showcase the work of our Pro-
tected Area Network and na-
tional marine sanctuaries,” he
said. “Tt would support (ongoing
work of) Reimaanlok.™

Reimaanlok means “looking
to the future™ and 15 the name for
MIMRA's conservation manage-
ment program for atoll marine
resources throughout RML

“It would be a center of ex-

cellence for atoll research,” he
said.

MIMEA and the Marshall [s-
lands have done well in devel-
opment policy and management
around fisheries and oceans, Jo-
seph sad.

Part of our evolution 15 “we
need to move into education and
outreach™ that could be accom-
plished through a Micronesian
Atoll Research Station, he sand.

Joseph noted that the World
Bank 15 now working with
MIMREA to develop a “terms of
reference™ for the plan in order
to help develop momentum to-
ward 1ts establishment.



