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https://islandtimes.org/president-whipps-attends-pacific-islands-forum-troika-meeting-in-brisbane-ahead-of-pif-2026/
https://islandsbusiness.com/news-break/australia-commits-aud550-million-to-regional-climate-resilience/
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/tankers/dark-fleet-ship-to-ship-transfers-off-malaysia-more-than-double
https://islandsbusiness.com/news-break/palau-senate-blocks-us-deportee-deal-calls-for-referendum/
https://www.micronesia.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_ja/11_000001_00944.html

Friday, January 23, 2026 — The Marshall Islands Journal

RMI Police Commissioner Hemona Jack and Australian Ambassador Paul Wilson.

Deal to keep our
ocean waters safe

The Marshall Islands and Australia
signed a memorandum of understanding
for Maritime Security cooperation earlier
this month at the Cabinet conference room.

The agreement includes four implement-
ing arrangements on the transfer of the
Guardian-Class Patrol Boat RMIS Jelmae,
Maritime Training, Maintenance and sup-
port for Guardian-Class Patrol Boat and
other vessels, and aenal surveillance for
monitoring the RMI’s exclusive economic
zone.

The RMI-Australia agreement “aligns
with the Marshall Islands National Stra-
tegic Plan, Agenda 2030, the 2050 Strat-

egy for the Blue Pacific Continent, and
the Ocean of Peace Declaration that will
complement collective efforts in promot-
ing law enforcement institutions to deliver
personal security for vulnerable groups,
using new and nnovative approaches on
community policing and greater broader
security of the RMI,™ according to a social
media post by the President’s Office.

The agreement was signed by Marshall
Islands Police Commissioner Hemona
Jack and witnessed by President Hilda He-
ine, members of the Cabinet, Australian
Ambassador Paul Wilson, members of the
Australian Navy, and other RMI officials.
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Japan Ambassador Hirohisa Soma hands the symbolic key to MIMRA's Oceanic
Deputy Director Berry Muller, and President Hilda Heine, with Minister Tony
Muller enjoying the moment. Below, the boats were on display and were blessed
during the ceremony. Photos: Rubon JR Jacklick.

Bikar and Bokak

readyv for work

The two new fisheries
transport vessels provided
by Japan to the Marshall
Islands Marine Resources
Authority are valued at
about $2 million, according
to Japan Ambassador Hi-
rohisa Soma, who handed

the vessels over to the RMI
government earlier this
month.

President Dr. Hilda C.
Heine, Natural Resources
and Commerce Minister
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Tony Muller, bers of
the Cabinet and Nitijela,
traditional leaders, Acting
MIMRA Director Berry
Muller, and many others
were on hand for the hand
over at the MIMRA dock in
Delap.

The two transport ves-
sels named MS Bikar and
MS Bokak aim to promote
sustainable fisheries and
increase livelihood oppor-
tunities in the outer atolls,

said the Japan F y in
a release. “MS Bikar and MS Bokak are
expected to play an essential role in ensur-
ing connectivity within the country as fish
caught in the neighboring atolls will be
brought by those vessels to the two main
ports in Majuro and Ebeye for distribu-
tion,” said the embassy.

The vessels are named after the two un-
inhabited atolls that anchor the RMI's first
National Marine Sanctuary in the northern
Marshall Islands.

During the ceremony, Ambassador
Soma stated that Japan and the Marshall
Islands have engaged in continued mari-
time cooperation since Japan began its
first project with the Marshall Islands in
1980: Building the Majuro Bridge and the
channel underneath 1t to assist small boat

access to the ocean on the south side of
the atoll.

He also added that this cooperation and
partnership are consistent with the “Free
and Open Indo-Pacific” vision which un-
derlines the respect for “diversity,” “inclu-
siveness” and “openness.”

Minister Muller, on behalf of the RMI
government, expressed his heartfelt grati-
tude to the people and government of Ja-
pan for their longstanding and multifacet-
ed support particularly to the fisheries sec-
tor and stated that the provision of these
two vessels to the fish market centers in
Majuro and Ebeye will serve as integral
assets supporting subsistence fisheries, lo-
cal livelihoods, and food security across
the Marshall Islands.
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President Simina receives JICA Data Collection Survey Team on
passenger and cargo vessel assistance

FSM Information Services

January 15, 2026

Palikir, Pohnpei - His Excellency
Wesley W. Simina, President of
the Federated States of Micronesia
(FSM) received a Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA) Data
Collection Survey Team on a courtesy
call at the President’s Office in Palikir
on January 6, 2026.

The visit of the JICA Data Collection
Survey Team follows a formal request
made by the Government of the
FSM to the Government of Japan for
assistance in the provision of a new
passenger and cargo vessel to replace
the MV Caroline Voyager, which was
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operational needs and technical
specifications. The information
gathered will support JICA's project
formulation process and inform
potential future assistance for a
passenger and cargo vessel that is well-
suited to FSM’s operational needs and
long-term sustainability.

During the courtesy call, President
Simina welcomed the team and
expressed his appreciation to the
Government of Japan and the JICA for
their prompt and positive response to
the FSM’s request. The President noted
that the dispatch of the Data Collection
Survey Team reflects the strong
and enduring partnership between
FSM and Japan, as well as their

personally conveyed by F
Simina during the visit to the FSM by
the President of JICA in June 2024 and
Tenth Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting
(PALM10) held in July 2024.

The objective of the survey is to
gather information about the current
vessel situation and identify potential

shared to practical and
sustainable development cooperation.

President  Simina underscored the
critical importance of maritime
transportation to the FSM., a
geographically dispersed island nation
that relies heavily on safe and reliable
passenger and cargo vessels to connect

states and communities, support economic activity, and ensure the delivery of
essential goods and services. The President also highlighted the history of
maritime cooperation with Japan, which started from the provision of the Micro-
class cargo-passenger vessels, followed by the MV Caroline Voyager.

President Simina further emphasized that the Ad ation’s vision is to
h ibility and the central main island state and
the smaller neighboring atolls to better serve the people of the FSM.
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“The President concluded by thanking the JICA Data Collection Survey Team
for their commitment and reaffirmed the FSM Government'’s full support for the
survey process, while expressing confidence that the survey’s findings would
lead to the tangible realization of a passenger vessel to serve the people of the
d States of Mi ia.”
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