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https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/cop/first-climate-migrants-arrive-australia-sinking-tuvalu-south-pacific-2025-12-11/
https://islandsbusiness.com/news-break/king-consolidates-power-as-tonga-elects-pm/
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/583221/tonga-s-cabinet-line-up-announced-for-new-parliament-term
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https://islandsbusiness.com/news-break/canada-boosts-support-and-development-in-the-pacific/
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https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/security/2-or-3-ship-robbery-groups-remain-active-in-singapore-strait
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https://www.pacificislandtimes.com/post/new-investments-from-us-taiwan-bring-optimism-to-palau-in-2026

Friday, January 9, 2026 — The Marshall Islands Journal

Paid $7.5m to take 75

Palau is to receive up to 75 third coun-
try nationals under the United States
program of deporting immigrants and
sending them to far-flung nations around
the globe. The move was announced on
social media by Palau President Suran-
gel Whipps, Jr.: “In connection with this
agreement, the United States granted
$7.5 million to help Palau meet related
public service and infrastructure needs,
while both countries continued close co-
operation on immigration and security
matters.”

If all 75 deportees arrive in Palau, the
$7.5 million equates to $100,000 per in-
dividual.

Radio New Zealand reported earlier
this week that there is unease and con-
fusion in Palau over the deal: “The an-
nouncement took many Palauans by sur-
prise amid concern about human rights
and also opposition to the deal in Palau’s
legislature.

“Palau’s Senate President, Hokkons
Baules, said President Whipps failed to
reach consensus earlier in the year when
he brought the US ambassador to talk to
the House and customary leaders about
the proposed deal.”

Baules said that as a result the House
and Council of Chiefs wrote a letter to
Whipps telling him they don’t accept the
proposal.

Whipps Facebook message said that

Palau President Surangel Whipps, Jr. and the US Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau
met late last month to discuss their country’s respective challenges. The talks included an
agreement for Palau to receive up to 75 deportees from the US in exchange for $7.5 million. Notes
from the meeting were posted on the President’s official Facebook page.

Palau President Surangel Whipps, Jr.,
fifth from left at back, and US Deputy
Secretary of State Christopher
Landau, second from left at the signing.

The caveat in the message is that “Pa-
lau would have to agree on a case-by-
case basis as to individuals who will be
arniving in Palau under the arrangement.
Each person will be screened through
Palau’s national working group, and the
government will continue open commu-
nication with traditional leaders and the
public as implementation proceeds.™

“as part of this broader coop Pa-

Al ding to Radio New Zealand, in

lau and the United States signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding all g up
to 75 third country nationals, who have
never been charged with a crime, to live
and work in Palau, helping address local
labor shortages in needed z
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response to the signing, the US Embas-
sy in Koror stated: “The United States
deeply appreciates Palau’s coopera-
tion in enforcing US immuigration laws,
which remains a top priority for the

Trump Ad ation.

US assistance plans

Other topics discussed during the
meeting between Palau President Suran-
gel Whipps, Jr. and Deputy Secretary of
State Christopher Landau included:

Health and disaster
preparedness

* Deputy Secretary Landau said the
US is committed to building a new Pa-
lau National Hospital. There is an ongo-
ing feasibility study for the new hospital
with funds granted through the US Trade
and Development Agency.

* The United States also reiterated
its commitment for improving Palau’s
capacity to prepare for and respond to

natural disasters, with additional initia-
tives now being explored with Palau’s
government.

Pension and
financial stability

« The United States pledged an addi-
tional $6 million, on top of a previously
granted $20 million, to help Palau com-
plete key reforms and prevent the col-
lapse of the civil service pension system.

Security, borders, drugs

» The United States will fund new law
enforcement initiatives in Palau at a cost
of $2 million to address critical threats.



