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Protecting ocean pathways

Europe-Indo-Pacific:

Partners for a
resilient future

BARBARA PLINKERT*

Europe and the Indo-Pacific find their futures increas-
ingly interlinked in a world marked by geopolitical shifts,
economic uncertainty, and intensifying strategic competi-
tion. Challenges ranging from growing pressure on the
multilateral system intensified by Russia’s war of aggres-
sion against Ukraine, to the weaponization of trade and

hnology, and the 1 g climate crisis, are not
dividing our regions. They bring us closer together. There
is a greater need than ever for collective action to effec-
tively address these common challenges.

When the European Union launched its Strategy for
Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific in September 2021, the
world looked different. Four years on, the Strategy has be-
come the backbone of a stronger, more engaged European
presence in the region. The 4th EU Indo-Pacific Ministerial
Forum in Brussels on 20-21 November is focusing on our
cooperation to support our joint stability, prosperity and
sustainability, while upholding international law, open trade
and shared values. Ten Pacific countries will be represented
at the Forum (Cook Islands, Federated States of Microne-
sia, Fiji, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Samoa, Palau, Solomon
Islands, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu).

Within the Forum, the EU High Representative/Vice-

S

Pn:sl.dcnl \u]l convene a Iugh-]t\«d event on I.hc pmt:ctlun
of ertical maritime infrastructure. This underscores Eu-
rope’s commitment to working with Indo-Pacific partners
to safeguard vital sea lanes and undersea networks that
underpin global stability and connectivity.

The EU is stepping up its contribution to the security
of the Indo-Pacific through new security partnerships and
regular security dialogues, including on hybrid threats.
Cooperation in naval activities such as Operation ASPIDES
and Operation ATALANTA, as well as initiatives such as
Critical Maritime Routes in the Indo=Pacific (CRIMARIO)
aim to ensure freedom of navigation and promote maritime
security from Europe to the Indo-Pacific through the Red
Sea.

Trade agreements with Japan, South Korea, Singapore,
Vietnam, New Zealand, and Kenya have already deepened
economic integration, while negotiations have concluded
with Indonesia and are advancing with Australia, India,
Thailand, the Philippines, among others.

The EU’s Global Gateway initiative is delivering sustain-
able development with a focus on high-quality infrastruc-
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Together, we are promoting a model of growth that 1s en-

the European
Union to the
Pacific Barbara
Plinkert.

ture, working hand in hand with partners in the region and
involving the private sector as well as Team Europe. In the
Pacific region, projects targeting climate change resilience
management, digitalization, renewable energy and sustain-
able economic growth are concrete examples of the EU’s
commitment to advancing on key priorities of the region

slands Journal

8143/6 » email: marshallislandsjournal @gmail com = www.marshallislandsjournal com

Email: marshallislandsjournal @gmail.com with ad mate-
rial for quote on ad size, and proof sent for your approval.
Letters to the editor may be edited or cut. Please mail your
letters to: Journal Editor, Box 14, Majuro, MH 96960 or
email them to marshallislandsjournal@gmail.com. The
Marshall Islands Journal is a once a week publication of
the Micronitor News & Printing Company. It has been the
newspaper of record for the Marshall Islands since 1970.
SUBSCRIPTION RATES for print edition $136.00 annu-
ally for U.S. first class mail ($70.00/6 months) and $335.00
per vear for international airmail. The digital version sent
by email is $52.00 per year. Please make checks payable
to: Micronitor News & Printing Company, P.O. Box 14,
Majuro, Marshall Islands MH 96960.

VIIC , and climate resilient.
The EU also sha.ms the Indo-Pacific’s ambition for a green
and blue future. From supporting the 2050 Strategy for
the Blue Pacific Continent to advancing Green Alliances
with Japan, Kenya, Philippines, Republic of Korea and 15
Pacific Island countries as well as Just Energy Transition
Partnerships with Indonesia, South Africa and Vietnam,
Europe stands with Indo-Pacific nations m their efforts to
build climate resilience, protect biodiversity, and achieve
net zero by 2050,

Europe’s engagement in the Indo-Pacific is not only
about policies but also about people. Over 23,000 students
and professionals have already benefited from EU-funded
exchanges since 2021. The EU’s cultural, educational, and
health partnerships and Erasmus+ mobility and research
collaboration are building the foundations of lasting friend-
ship and trust between our societies.

In an increasingly fragmented and polarized geopoliti-
cal environment, building and consolidating partnerships
that reduce our common vulnerabilities and strengthen our
mutual resilience are central pillars of the EU’s vision and
engagement in the world

The EU and its 27 Member States have recently reaf-
firmed that the EU’s strategic engagement in the Indo-
Pacific aims to uphold the multilateral system and the
rules-based mternational order with full respect for inter-
national law, including the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea. Respect for sovereignty and territonial
integrity of all countries remains the cornerstone of a future
stable and peaceful world. Russia’s illegal war of aggres-
sion against Ukraine is a stark reminder of the fundamental

p of standing up for 1 law together.

Inan era of growing uncertainty, the EU and its Member
States are reliable, long-term partners. The Indo-Pacific
Ministerial Forum in Brussels this week will be another
opportumity to deepen our cooperation and work together to
turn today’s challenges into opportunities for shared peace,
resilience and prosperity.

* The writer is the Ambassador for the Ewropean Union
to the Pacific. She is based in Fiji.
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FSM mourns the passing of Secretary
of Foreign Affairs Lorin S. Robert

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

November 17, 2025

FSM - The Federated States
of Micronesia is mourning the
passing of the Honorable Lorin
5. Robert, Secrctary of the
Department of Foreign Affairs,
whose decades of service helped
shape the nation's diplomacy and
global relationships. The Office
of the President confirmed his
passing on November 15, 2025,
noting the profound loss of one
of the country’s most respected

distinguished carcer in 1984 asa Foreign
Service Officer and went on to serve
in nearly every senior role within the
FSM's foreign service. His leadership
included  diplomatic  assignments
abroad and key posts in Palikir, where
he played a central role in defining the
FSM'’s foreign policy and strengthening
its tics around the world. His clarity,
humility, and steadfast commitment to
the nation carned him deep respect at
home, across the region. and throughout
the international community.

A Presidential Proclamation issued by
President Wesley W. Simina honors

...Lorin Robert

Click here to return

condolences of the Government and the
People of the FSM to his witfe, lgnacia
H. Robert; his children—Edmond Taro
Robert, Judy Robert John, Joanna
Robert, and Lonn Robert Jr; his
many grandchildren; his siblings; and
his extended family, colleagues, and
friends.

In honor of his memory, President
Simina has proclaimed a national
period of mourming and ordered the
FSM flag flown at halt-mast for four
consecutive days. A memonal and State
Funeral will be held on November 17,
2025, at 2:00 p.m. at St. Peter’s Church
in Sokechs.

The Office of the President invites the
nation to come together in remembering
Secretary Lorin S. Robert—a diplomat,
mentor, and devoted public servant
whose legacy of service, integrity,
and dedication to the FSM will be
remembered for generations.

public servants.

Secretary  Robert  began

Secretary Robert’s lifetime of service,
recounting his decades of leadership:

his Deputy Chief of Mission at the FSM

Embassy in Tokyo from 1985 to 1990;
Deputy Assistant Sccretary for Asian
Affairs from 1990 to 1996; Deputy
Secretary of Foreign Affairs from 2001
to 2007; and Secretary of Foreign Affairs
from 2007 to 2019 and again from
2023 until his passing. He also served
as Special Adviser to the President for
Foreign Affairs between 2019 and 2023,

The proclamation calls Secretary Robert
a statesman whose work “embodied the
highest ideals of diplomacy™ and whose
contributions to nation-building and the
preservation of FSM's sovereignty will
remain part of the country’s enduring
legacy. It also extends the heartfelt

Click here for continuation



