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Friday, October 24, 2025 — The Marshall Islands Journal

IMO ship
emission

plan dashed

GIFF JOHNSON

The Marshall Islands and other countries pushing
climate action at the International Mantime Organiza-
tion were hit with a rude awakening when the United
States and a group of powerful allies derailed a carbon
emissions reduction measure that had been endorsed
in principle earlier this year and was expected to come
to a vote at the end of last week.

Instead, the resolution for a “net zero framework™
was sidelined, as the IMO’s Marne Environment Pro-
tection Committee, meeting last week in London, be-
came bogged down first in procedural arguments and
then voted to delay consideration of the matter until
next year.

“While in April some climate campaigners said the
net zero framework lacked ambition and Pacific Island
nations abstained from supporting it, others celebrated
it as a “groundbreaking moment which should signal
a turning of the tide on greenhouse gases from global
shipping,”™ wrote Climate Home News editor Joe Lo.

In the lead up to the London meeting, the White
House threatened sanctions against any country that
voted in favor of measures to cut shipping carbon
CIMISS10MS,

But Lo, reporting from London, said at the begin-
ning of the week it looked like support for the net zero
framework had grown since April, “with Pacific and
other nations who had previously abstained backing
the proposal.” This included the Marshall Islands del-
egation that had supported the measure.

As the meeting progressed, however, the Trump
admimistration representatives i blunt terms told
representabives of countnies supporting the climate

From page 1
of the US government if the net zero framework initiative
was approved, according to people who were there as well
as multiple media reports.

“US officials have written to countries that support the
measure and besieged them with phone calls threatening
to impose tariffs, withdraw visa rights and take other re-
taliatory action,” said RMI Climate Envoy Kathy Jetnil-
Kijiner in a social media post earlier this week. She noted
that “RMI has been one of the leading Pacific nations in
pushing for a tax on shipping emissions, which would sup-
port lowering the world’s warming, and also divert funds
to support climate implementation.”™

She described the US as using “bullying tactics to block
this incredibly important imitiative.”™

“The US has been pressuring governments not to sup-
port the NZF, which they provisionally agreed at the last
set of talks in April,” wrote Lo. “Last week, the US threat-
ened supportive government officials and their shipowners
with sanctions, visa restrictions, tanffs and port fees.™

Crniven that the RMI operates the third largest ship reg-
istry 1n the world, these threats of sanctions and other ac-
tions could have had significant financial implications for
the registry and the RMI national government funding that
it receives from the registry.

Although Marshall Islands and US government lead-
ers often refer to the special and enduring relationship
between the two nabions, the US threat of sanctions and
other actions suggested implications for the wider Coms-
pact relationship over RMI support for chmate initiative
at the IMO.

“The Compact 15 only as good as the people implement-
ing it,” a Marshall Islands Cabinet minister told the Journal
in an off-the-record conversation about the IMO situation.

The situation at the IMO last week sparked serious de-
bate within the Cabinet late last week about the appropn-
ate RMI response.

Late last week, President Trump posted to his social
media platform Truth Social: The United States “will not
adhere to it in any way, shape, or form,” referring to the
proposal net zero framework.

Although climate campaigners were unhappy — with
one commenting to the Journal, “T am defeated, depressed
and confused”™ — in the end, one person familiar with
the IMO negotiations told the Journal, it was sensible for
the RMI to take a step back from the confrontation that
was apparent in the IMO committee, which might have
threatened the viability of the IMO as an organization and
brought down the wrath of the Trump administration on
the RMIL.

Stll, the RMI did vote “no™ aganst the proposed post-
ponement of consideration of climate initiative. But with

measure that the Ihc}r would mpﬁimcc the wrath I the b]g countries dcmand]ng jtbcsidclincd, the measure to
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delay the resolution was adopted.



