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Crew and friends of the Lomor farewell the vessel are 34 years service.

Lomotr’s last voyage

The RMI Sea Patrol’s Lomor 03 depart-
ed Majuro for the last time last weekend.
It is heading to Australia to be decom-
missioned — a fancy way to say its life is
over after 34 years of providing search and
rescue support, fisheries surveillance, and
collection and investigation of drugs on re-
mote outer islands.

Lomor 03 will be replaced next year by

a new, larger and more sophisticated patrol
vessel. The Australian government funded
the building of the Lomor 03, including
multiple refits and maintenance dry-dock-
ing services in Australia over its 34 year
life. It is funding the new Guardian-class
patrol vessel, one of many being donated
by Australia to Pacific islands in support of
surveillance and monitoring programs.
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Friday, October 10, 2025 — The Marshall Islands Journal

Third Pacific
patrol boat

runs onto reef

Cautionary note to the RMI Sea Patrol team, which
will recerve a new patrol vessel from the Australian
government m 2026: Three of the Austrahan-funded
Guardian-class patrol boats donated to Pacific Islands
have now been run aground by their crews.

The third and latest to run aground occurred this
past Sunday n Vanuatu. Like the previous two, Vanu-
atu’s RVS Takuare may also be beyond recovery.

The first Australian-provided Guardian-class patrol
vessel, Samoa’s Nautanua 11, ran aground and was
wrecked oft Savar’ in Samoa on August 4, 2021.
Then, last year on June 11 the second one, Fiji’s
RFNS Puamau, was run onto a reet and wrecked
beyvond recovery 1n the Lau Islands of Fij.

“The patrol boat EVS Takuare was wrecked last
night at Port Quimy, South Epi, during an official
muission with government officials on board,” reported
officials in Vanuatu Monday this week.

Australia’s Pacihic Patrol Boat program 15 funding
22 of the Guardian-class boats, which are significant-
by larger and higher-tech than the RMI Lomor patrol
boat that was built 34 years ago and has now been
decommussioned in Austrahia.

Australia 1s putting about $1.4 billion into this
regional program. RMI Sea Patrol crew 1s in Australia
now undergoing trainmg for the new vessel.

With two of these gifts to Pacific Islands now
wrecked on 1sland reefs, it behooves the Marshall
[slands Police Department and 1ts Sea Patrol division
to step up their game in the management and use of
this incoming patrol boat.



Friday, October 17, 2025 — The Marshall Islands Journal

Correction

A Journal reader offered a correction on our editorial
comment 1n last week’s edition that was headlined “Thard
Pacific patrol boat runs onto reef.”

“¥our headline should read “tourth’ because in March
2021 another Guardian class vessel gitted to Solomon Is-
lands (by Australia) ran aground at Point Cruz near Ho-
niara,” our reader said. He offered a link to an Australian
navy history website story about the incident.

S0 we stand corrected: Crews of four of these relatively
new patrols vessels, over 20 are being provided to Pacific
Islands, have run them aground. Samoa, Solomon Islands,
Fipn and Vanuatu so far.
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Oil from WWII wreck fouls Chuuk Lagoon;
FSM declares national emergency, seeks
international support

By _Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

October 2, 2025

Weno, Chuuk — An oil leak from the World
War II shipwreck Rio de Janeiro Maru in Chuuk
Lagoon has triggered emergency declarations at
both the Chuuk State and national FSM levels.
President Wesley W. Simina used his address
at the UN General Assembly on September 26,
2025 to announce the national emergency and
appeal for urgent international assistance—as
documented by the FSM government and covered
in regional media such as Pacific Island Times.

Photos by Office of the Governor, State of Chuuk

Divers first observed the leak on September 11
near Uman Island, when oil was seen rising from slicks then spread toward nearby islets including contaminated water, and risks from consuming local seafood
the hull of Rio de Janeiro Maru, a Japanese ship Panitiw, Nukanap, and Sopota. On September and produce.

sunk during Operation Hailstone. Reports by 15, Governor Alexander R. Narruhn declared a

Dive Magazine and other outlets detailed how Chuuk State emergency. warning of toxic fumes. Click here for continuation
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In his UN address, President Simina
acknowledged that the spill’s scale
exceeds  Micronesia’s  capacity
1w handle alone, According 1o
ABC Pacific and other media, he
asked for technical, financial, and
logistical  support—both  to stop
this leak and to assess other wrecks
across the lagoon that may pose
similar hazards.

The Rio de Janeiro Maru rests on
its starboard side in roughly 34
meters of water and is one of more
than 60 wrecks in Chuuk Lagoon.
The chamber holds liquids and
structural deterioration over decades
heighten the risk of sudden leaks.
The Intemational  Spill  Control
Organisation (ISCO) has wamed
that oil has already reached multiple
shorelines and is advising residents
to avoid contaminated areas and
EXPOSUres,

Observers and government bodies
have long described these wrecks
as latent dangers, Japan’s Mine
Action Service (JMAS) has been
actively removing oil, monitoring
ship integrity, and training Chuuk
personnel, Yel experts caution that
even aggressive retrieval efforts
may struggle to keep pace with
corrosion,  storms, and  structural
collapse,

Joint  reel ion & |
projects: existing efforts and how
they relate to this spill

Prior to this leak, several cooperative
efforts  have  been  underway
involving Japan, Australia, SPREP/
MPF (Major Projects Foundation),
and the United States, aimed at
reducing the risk of oil release from
WWII wrecks in Chuuk Lagoon.

Japan / IMAS

IMAS began systematicwork around
2017, aiming to recover oil from
wrecks before catastrophic failures
occur. Theirapproach involvesusing
diaphragm  pumps.  compressed
air systems, and other controlled
extraction technigues to bring oil to
the surface without destabilizing the

wrecks, They have also focused on
monitoring structural integrity and
training local personnel to sustain
efforts over time. As of mid-2025,
JMAS reported having recovered
approximately 60,000 liters of oil
in total, with over 21,000 liters
recovered since mid-2024 alone.

Their priority targets have included
wrecks such as Shinkoku Maru and
Kivosumi Maru, both identified
as  holding  significant  volumes
of fuel. In some instances, leaks
reappear even afler prior extraction,
highlighting the difficulty of fully
exhausting all oil safely.

Australia / SPREP / Major Projects
Foundation (MPF)

In May 2022, Australia committed
AUD 2,12 million to  bolster
ongoing  oil-removal  work  in
Chuuk. This funding was structured
to complement existing Japanese
efforts and to support SPREP and
MPF in technical capacity building,
equipment, surveys, and risk
assessments. The partnership was
announced as a strategic response to
Chuuk’s concentration of high-risk
wrecks.

Australia’s  support  has  been
designed to  help the FSM
govemnment  better  characterize

wrecks, plan  interventions, and
respond to pollution hazards more
independently over time, The MPF
has also conducted surveys and
modeling to rank wreeks by risk and
plan prevention strategies.

U.S. 7/ U.S.~Japan collaboration

In August 2024, the United States
and Japan issued a joint statement
on the safe removal of oil from
wrecks in Chuuk Lagoon, affirming
shared responsibility and interest
in supporting JMAS operations and
exploring  further  collaboration,
Under that agreement, oil recovered
from some wrecks is expected to
be shipped off Chuuk for proper
disposal,

While the above programs focus
primarily on preventive extraction
and monitoring, the onset of the
Rio de Janeiro Maru leak may
push them into an emergency-
response  posture. The  existing
partnerships provide a foundation of
expertise. equipment, and bilateral/
multilateral relationships. However,
the spill likely exceeds what these
programs alone were designed to

address—they may need to be scaled
up rapidly, with new funding, faster
deplovment of salvage crews, and
perhaps new agreements to permit
rapid intervention on Rio de Janeiro
Maru,

The fact that collaborative structures
and technical capacity are already
in place is a major advantage, But
with this leak, the challenge is now
real time: to contain, recover, and
mitigate damage before ccosystems,
food systems, and livelihoods suffer
irreversible harm,

What comes next

Priority  actions include cutting
off the leak at its source.
protecting  vulnerable  coastal

zones (mangroves, reels, seagrass
beds), and cleaning oil that has
reached land. The FSM and
Chuuk governments have formally
requested assistance  from  Japan,
the U.S,, and others, Organizations
like MPF, SPREP, and JMAS are
expected to coordinate or lead
emergency efforts, leveraging their
existing knowledge, equipment, and
local presence.

Giventhe highcomplexity andrisk of
salvage operations like hot-tapping
or fuel pump extraction. a rapid
mobilization of skilled international
teams and logistical support will
be essential,  Observers caution
that delays could vield long-term
damage to coral, fisheries, human
health, and the sociceconomic base
of many communities,

The Rio de Janeiro Maru, built
in 1929, was requisitioned by the
Japanese during WWII for military
service. It was sunk on February 17,

1944 during Operation Hailstone.
Today, it remains one of the more
intact and dived wrecks in Chuuk
Lagoon.

What residents are being told

Officials  in Chuuk  State  have
issued safety and health directives
following the oil leak from Rio
de Janeiro Maru, Key instructions
include:

. Avoid consuming local
fish & produce. Do not eat seafood
or crops from affected areas.

- Avoid polluted water. Do
not swim, bathe, or use lagoon or
shoreline water until declared safe,

. Steer clear of toxic fumes.
Avoid areas with a strong oil smell,
which may indicate harmful vapors,
. Medical monitoring will
be carried out. Authorities are
implementing a system to track
health impacts among residents,

. Report new leaks or dead
marine life. Citizens are asked to
notify local agencies if they spot
fresh slicks or fish carcasses,

These precautions are intended as
short-term protective measures until
cleanup and containment acti
make the area safer,

This article draws on reports from
Pacific Isiand Times, ABC Pacific,
Dive Magazine, the International

Spill Control - Organisation, the
Japanese  Mine Action  Service,
and  official  statements  from

the FSM  National and Chuuk
State  governments, as well as
published agreements and profect
announcements m.rm.r'.r;f.rg wreck
ail recovery.



