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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-08-30/federal-government-inks-400m-deal-for-nauru/105716134
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/571915/nauru-s-unorthodox-money-making-schemes-are-a-riches-to-rags-to-riches-story
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/572016/refugee-advocates-decry-australia-s-plan-to-mass-deport-non-citizens-to-nauru
https://pina.com.fj/2025/09/04/australia-agrees-to-pay-pacific-nation-of-nauru-1-62-billion-to-house-deportees/?doing_wp_cron=1760328320.3471260070800781250000
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/572028/chinese-police-conduct-community-policing-outreach-during-visit-to-malaita
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/572879/china-pilots-village-surveillance-in-solomon-islands-seeks-stability
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/572879/china-pilots-village-surveillance-in-solomon-islands-seeks-stability
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https://www.navaltoday.com/2025/09/02/australia-hands-over-new-landing-craft-to-tonga/
https://islandtimes.org/kagoshima-maru-brings-students-together-in-palau-for-cultural-and-maritime-exchange/
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https://vbtc.vu/vanuatu-pm-holds-off-on-signing-nakamal-agreement-with-australia/
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Friday, September 12, 2025 — The Marshall Islands Journal

. Vanuatu deal unsigned

A landmark agreement to “transform” the
relationship between Australia and Vanuatu
remains unsigned, after Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese held talks with his counter-
part in Port Vila. The fate of the Nakamal
Agreement now hangs in the balance, with
Vanuatu’s Prime Minister Jotham Napat
stating Tuesday that “wording” around

“critical infrastructure” in the agreement
was holding back his country’s signature
Under the agreement, the federal govern-
ment is expected to pour about $500 million
into Vanuatu over a decade to help fund key
climate, security and economic priorities —
while entrenching Australia’s position as a
development partner. — ABC Australia
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Handover of border

control equipment

A major upgrade to four points
of entry into the Marshall Islands
has been accomplished, strength-
ening preparedness against infec-
tious diseases.

The initiative supported by
the government of Japan and the
International ~ Organization for
Migration (IOM) partnered with

substantial improvements at four
main entry points: Amata Kabua
International Airport, Ebeye Sea-
port, Uliga Dock and Delap Dock.

Japan Ambassador Hirohisa
Soma handed over border manage-
ment and health control equipment
to key partners at a ceremony last
Thursday at Amata Kabua Inter-
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national Airport. Partnering with Japan and IOM are the
Ministry of Health and Human Services, the RMI Ports
Authority, and the Division of Immigration.

Representatives of each joined Ambassador Soma in
speaking at Thursday’s handover ceremony, including Hil-
ary Vanderwey, Head of IOM Majuro Office, Edlen An-
zures, Deputy Secretary of the MOHHS, Mercyba Balos,
Director of Immigration, and Zoya Tayag, Deputy Direc-
tor of the RMI Ports Authority.

The handover is part of Japan’s assistance to the Proj-
ect for “Strengthening Capacity of Border Control for
Responding to Infectious Diseases in Pacific Island Coun-
tries” for the Republic of the Marshall Islands and six
other Pacific Island countries in collaboration with I[OM.

The equipment and facilities handed over are essential
tools to improve border management and health control
capacity at entry points. They include: One two-room
modular office unit for health screening and immigration
procedures for AKIA, 25 CCTV cameras for trace-track-
ing communicable diseases in AKIA, six hand washing
stations for Uliga/Delap/Ebeye Docks), and one mobile
toilet station for Delap Dock.

In addition, this project has provided equipment to en-
hance disease surveillance, emergency response and op-
erational resilience. These include:

* An ambulance and health kiosks for rapid response and
community health screening.

* Upgrades to the MIDAS system, including mobile
diagnostic kits, passport scanners, and cybersecurity in-
frastructure for improved immigration processing and dis-
ease surveillance.

* Essential communication tools, sanitation equipment,
air purifiers, surveillance systems and a dedicated two-
room building to facilitate safe and efficient port opera-
tions.

At the ceremony, Ambassador SOMA reaffirmed Ja-
pan’s commitment to developing resilient health systems
for universal health coverage, as announced at the 10th Pa-
cific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM10) in July last year.
He also commended the unwavering efforts of IOM staff
to deliver the friendship from the Japanese people to the
Marshallese people in a most timely and effective manner
to strengthen the socio-economic resilience of the RMI to
potential pandemic threats.

“IOM sincerely thanks project partners for their pas-
sionate and sustained engagement. This collaboration has
been instrumental in bringing the project to a successful
close.” Vanderwey, the head of the [OM sub-office in Ma-
juro. “These advancements will significantly enhance the
Marshall Islands’ capacity to detect, prevent and respond
to health threats at its borders, ultimately safeguarding
both residents and visitors.”

The ceremony wrapped up with a ribbon cutting in front
of the new kiosk facility that will be used for health and

immigration screening.



