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‘It’s raining cocaine’

in Marshall Islands

GIFF JOHNSON

The Marshall Islands has a long
history of drugs washing mto this
country — often not turned into law
enforcement, leading to an explosion
of drug sales in Majuro or Ebeye.

Although the discovery of profes-
sionally packaged kilogram bags of
cocamne has been ongoing in RMI
since the late 1990s, it really rose to
the nation’s consciousness n 2004
This was when a drug-running speed
boat laden with hundreds of pounds
of cocaine washed up in Kwajalein
Atoll. Most of that cocaine ended up
fueling a then-non-exastent drug sell-
ing operation on Ebeye — so much
s0 that the July 23, 2004 edition of
the Journal headlined a story: Eb-
eye: Cocaine capital of the Marshall
Islands? It reported on nine Marshal-
lese charged with possession and sale
of cocaine.

Mostly, cocaine washes into a cou-
ple of atolls each year for many years
since 2004,

In 2014, the RMI received confir-
mation of why these professionally
packaged cocaine keep showing up
on our shores: An El Salvadoran fish-
erman by the name of Jose Alvarenga

drifted from the coast of Mexico and
washed up on Ebon Atoll over a year
later. After this sensational discovery,
scientists at the University of Hawaii
ran computer simulations of drift pat-
terns from the Mexico Pacific coast
using the dates and weather condi-
tions from Alvarenga’s drifi. Of the
16 simulations they produced, 14 of
them led directly to the Marshall Is-
lands.

One theory 15 that when drug run-
ners operating boats from Central
American countries or Mexico see a
US Coast Guard vessel heading their
way, they jettison their cocaine cargo
and the drift pattern does the rest.

The drugs just keep coming to RMI.
In 2020, Ailuk Atoll saw a similar
drug runming boat arrive on the north-
ern atoll loaded with cocaime, possibly
the most ever in one go. Police con-
fiscated over 1,400 pounds of cocaine
and subsequently incinerated it in Ma-
jure, producing a page 1 headline in
the December 18, 2020 newspaper:
Cops burn $80m. But some of the co-
caing from Ailuk made its way into
Majuro’s drug market and multiple
people were later prosecuted.

This occasional flow of drugs into

RMI continued until this year,

Earlier this year, national police
picked up over 45 pounds of cocaine
on Wotho, brought it back to Ebeye,
and incmerated it in late April.

Mext, RMI Sea Patrol was dis-
patched to Jaluit where it confiscated
over 20 pounds of similarly packaged
cocaine. Earlier this month, a small
amount was collected from Jeh Ail-
inglaplap — law enforcement said
they believe there 1s more that wasn’t
turned over. Law enforcement teams
are expected to be dispatched to sev-
eral other atolls responding to discov=
ery of drugs.

A drug dealer who was charged
with drug possession and distnbution
in the High Court at the end of May
told police that an Arno man tried to
sell him a kilo block of cocane for
£5,000, and there are reports of more
drugs washing mnto Ailluk and Namo
atolls. “It’s ramning cocaine”™ in RMI 15
the way one law enforcement official
put 1t.

As it 1s only July, 2025 15 already
a record-setting year for incoming
cocamne and 1s hkely to continue to
expand the record in the next five
muonths.
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Nitijela law
leads to

dismissal of
oftficer case

GIFF JOHNSON

Drug charges against a national police of-
ficer were dismissed by the High Court last
week in a ruling that has major implications
for anyone charged with manjuana possess
sion or distribution.

RMI Sea Patrol Officer Wayne Anjain was
charged in early June with possession and
sale of marjuana after police officers using a
court-approved warrant discovered dozens of
marijuana joints in Anjain’s vehicle.

The charges against Anjain for possession
and sale of marijuana were among four drug
cases filed by the Attormey General’s Office
from May 28 to June 4 against Majuro resi-
dents for marjuana or cocaine possession
and distribution. The ruling in Anjain’s case
15 likely to have implications for the AG™s
prosecution of Ela Aiseia, who 1s similarly
charged with marijuana possession and dis-
tribution.

Last Wednesday, after scrutimizing an
amendment to the drug law passed by Nityela
in 2020, Chief Justice Carl Ingram said An-
jain cannot be successfully prosecuted for
marijuana possession and distnbution due
to marjuana not being listed in the amended
law as a “prolibited drug.” While the 2020
amendment does list various narcotics as
“prohibited drugs,” marijuana was left off the
list in what Ingram said, “may be the result of
a drafting error.™

Error or not, the Nitijela law scuttled pros-
ecution of Anjain.

The Attorney General’s Office tried al-
ternately amending the charges from “Pos-
session of Marijuana (Prohibited Drug)” to
“Possession of Narcotics (Manjuana)™ but
that didn’t work esther, Ingram ruled. This 1s
because the 2020 amendment to the RMI drug
law changed the reference for drugs from
“narcotic drug” to “prolibited drug™ in one
section, but then 1n another section didn’t list
marijuana as a “prohibited drug.™



’ﬁle Free bi-weekly publicati; V J'l.ll.}’ 16! 2"25

KASELEHLIE PRESS ver 25 1ssue no. 15

Australia delivers leadership training for FSM police officers

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press
in the FSM. “This important leadership training forms part of
June 25, 2025 Australia's ongoing capability support to the FSM Police,” she
Palikir, ~ Pohnpei—Thirty  police said. “We are proud to be partnering to build the leadership skills
officers from the Federated States of of the national and state police who keep our communities safe.”
Micronesia (FSM) are participating
in an “Emerging Leaders” course this The course is being facilitated by Mark Trim and Jane Blair of
week, thanks to a leadership training the Pacific Faculty of Policing and Inspector Sharee Cumming
initiative supported by the Government  of the Queensland Police. It aims to strengthen leadership
of Australia. capacity among FSM’s police force to enhance public safety and
build resilience in communities across
The three-day course is being conducted  the nation.
by experts from the Pacific
Faculty of Policing and
the Australia Institute of
Police Management, in
collaboration with the FSM
National Police and State
law enforcement agencies.
The training was officially
opened on June 23 in Palikir
by FSM Police Chief Cindy
Ludrick and  Australian
Ambassador to the FSM,
Jenny Grant.

In her opening remarks,
Ambassador Grant shared
Australia’s commitment to
supporting law enforcement




