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Friday, July 19, 2024 — The Marshall Islands Journal

Japan to donate
four research vessels

The Japanese government
is donating fisheries research
vessels to four Pacific na-
tions, including the Marshall
Islands.

According to a story in the
Japan’s national daily news-
paper Yomiuri Shimbun,
Prime Minister Fumio Kishi-
da (pictured) was expected to announce the
plan during this week’s 10th Pacific Lead-
ers Meeting, which is being held in To-
kyo. “The goal is to help RMI, Federated
States of Micronesia, Papu a New Guinea
and Vanuatu to carry out surveys on fisher-

ies resources and the marine
environment on their own
in order to dispel concerns
over the discharge of treated
water from the Fukushima
No. 1 nuclear power plant,”
according to the story in the
Yomiuri.

The discharge resulted af-
ter an earthquake that caused a nuclear ac-
cident at the plant beginning on March 11,
2011. Japan also plans to provide a patrol
boat to Nauru to assist the country in crack-
ing down on illegal fishing.

Editorial comment, page 14



Friday, July 26, 2024 — The Marshall Islands Journal

India raises aid to RMI

The Indian government has com-
mitted to fund community develop-
ments on three outer atolls and one
single island in RMI, developments
that will inject funding support from
a relatively new donor nation for the
Marshall Islands.

The plan, agreed to by India’s am-
bassador to the Marshall Islands and
RMI Foreign Minister Kalani Kaneko
in Tokyo last week, represents a sig-
nificant increase in development aid
from India to the RMIL.

The Economic Times of India de-
scribed the aid projects as includ-
ing the construction of a community
sports center, airport terminal, and
two community centers through In-
dia’s annual grant-in-aid. India is also
reported to be working on providing
desalination and dialysis units to ad-
dress healthcare needs here.

The signing between India Am-
bassador Sibi George and Minister
Kaneko was witnessed by President
Hilda Heine. It was held at the Em-
bassy of India in Tokyo on the eve
of the Pacific Islands Leaders Meet-
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India’s Ambassador to RMI Sibi George, President Hilda Heine and
Minister Kalani Kaneko.

ing with Japan Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida.

During the meeting with Ambas-
sador George, President Heine ex-
pressed her gratitude to India for
the strong and growing support the
Marshall Islands continues to receive
from India and said she looks forward
to continued dialogue and coopera-
tion.

President Heine witnessed what her
office described as “a significant step
between the Republic of the Marshall
Islands and India’s enduring friend-
ship and cooperation™ — the signing

of a Memorandum of Understanding
between the two countries. The agree-
ment will lead to a series of commu-
nity development projects aimed at
enhancing the quality of life for the
communities of Ailuk, Arno, Mejit
and Wotje.

“Today marks a significant mile-
stone in the enduring friendship and
cooperation between the RMI and
the Republic of India,” said Kaneko.
“This MoU is not just a document but
a symbol of our shared vision for a
brighter, more prosperous future for
all our people.”



