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Dignitaries at the handover of the two water trucks. Photo: Wilmer Joel.
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Japan helps with
disaster response

WILMER JOEL

Japan Ambassador Kazunari Tanaka
handed over two water trucks and natural
disaster response equipment last week at
the Water Treatment Plant C.

The handover of the new equipment was
to Majuro Water and Sewer Company and
the National Disaster Management Office
under the Enhancing Disaster and Climate
Resilience Project in partnership with the
United Nations Development Program.
which is worth $7.4 million.

NDMO Director Isidore Robert. Joshaia
Lanbon of the MWSC Board, and Kumam-
uru Koji from UNDP thanked Japan and all
those who were involved in securing the
trucks and materials.

MWSC Manager Damian Capelle
vowed that the trucks would be main-
tained for long use. In addition to the two
water trucks for MWSC. the equipment

for NDMO included storage containers.
drones, VHF radios, HF Radios and ICT
equipment and furniture.

Ambassador Tanaka expressed his grati-
tude to the officials and the people con-
cerned for their long-time commitment
and dedication to this project. “In January.
13 back-up generators were handed over
to MWSC, and together with these water
trucks and Japan’s Grant Aid Project for
the improvement of this water reservoir,
which is about to start soon by JICA. this
assistance will ensure the stable water sup-
ply system that is essential to people’s lives
in Majuro Atoll and other equipment and
materials will contribute to strengthening
the capabilities of NDMO for rapid and
effective disaster response for the RMI,”
Tanaka said.

The trucks and equipment were blessed
by Catholic priest Father Aniel Galido.
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Basic border agreement 51gned

The leaders of Solomon Is-
lands and Vanuatu have formal-
ized a “basic border agreement”
with the recent signing of the Tir-
vau Agreement. This builds on
the previous work that was done
to finalize the maritime boundary
between the two countries after
33 years of negotiation. This was
encapsulated in the Motalava
Agreement of 2016. Prime Min-
ister Charlot Salwai travelled to
Solomon Islands to meet with his
counterpart. Jeremiah Manele.
for the historic occasion. The
Tirvau Agreement is a formal
recognition of the longstanding
relationships between the people
of Temotu in the south of Solo-
mon Islands and of TORBA in

g

Jeremiah Manele and Charlot Salwai sign the Tirvau Agreement.

the north of Vanuatu. These ties
include trade and intermarriage
as well as a wealth of shared
cultural practice. The two lead-
ers also discussed briefly some

important issues faced by the
Melanesian Spearhead Group.
including ongoing tensions in
New Caledonia. PM Salwai is
currently the MSG chair.



