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Chief Secretary
office blessed

HILARY HOSIA

The newest building on
Ebeye 1s home to the Office
of the Chief Secretary and
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter. The two-story state of the
art facility was christened
on Saturday. The building 1s
equipped with reverse osmo-
sis units with the capacity of
producing sufficient drink-
ing water to the community
during emergency water
shortages.

Outfitted with ramp and
and an elevator, the office
allows access to all indi-
viduals, even those confined
to wheelchairs. The office
space is the second structure
with elevator access, second
to the Lerooj Kitlang Kabua
Memorial Hospital.

The new building is locat-
ed next to the National Tele-
communication  Authority
and Jabro Sports Complex at
Batien Weto.

According to Japan Am-
bassador to Marshall Islands
Tanaka Kazunari, on top of
$74 million funding from
the government of Japan,
the new bulding comes
with fumiture, electrical ap-
pliances, IT equipment and

essential safety response
equipment like helmets, fire
retardant suits, flashlights
and personal beacon loca-
tors and two sets of container
storages. In addition, a wa-
ter truck and sea ambulance
along with drones for aerial
and underwater survey was
also provided as part of the
handover.

United Nations Resident
Representative and Country
Manager Kevin Petrini said
the completion of the the
EOC represents a triumph
of collaboration and dedica-
tion. “From witnessing the
groundbreaking ceremony in
2022 to this moment, 1 can
attest that this EOC is truly
a symbol of relentless hard
work of our partners, donors,
project teams and commu-
nity,” Kevin said prior to
receiving the symbolic key
from Pacific International
Inc. Representative Bobby
Muller.

Kwajalein traditional
leader Iroojlaplap Mike Ka-
bua offered congratulatory
remarks and added continu-
ous maintenance be in affect
for younger generations to
use the building.
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Namu Mayor Kemilang Kabua shakes hands with Ambassador Kazunari Tanaka.

Transportation
lifeline for Namu

Good news for residents of Namu Atoll.
A grant from the government of Japan will
provide much-needed equipment to im-
prove maritime transportation within the
atoll and to neighboring islands.

Ambassador of Japan to the Marshall
Islands Kazunari Tanaka and Mayor of
Namu Atoll Local Government Kemilang
Kabua signed the grant, which is valued at
$161,500. The funding comes through the
embassy’s Grant Assistance for Grassroots
Human Security Project (GGP).

“Sea transportation is essential for the
well-being of our people in Namu Atoll,”
stated Mayor Kabua. “It’s how we get es-
sential goods, move copra and other prod-
ucts, and travel for education, work, and
religious services.”

This project aims to improve the reliabil-
ity and efficiency of these critical connec-
tions. The specific equipment provided by
the grant has not been disclosed, but it will
likely involve a new boat or upgrades to
existing vessels.

Ambassador Tanaka highlighted the
long-standing partnership between Japan
and the Marshall Islands. “We hope the
provided boat is used effectively and main-
tained for years to come,” he said. “This
project should significantly improve the
quality of life for Namu Atoll residents.”

The Japanese GGP program was
launched in 1996 to support development
initiatives at the grassroots level. This
grant brings the total number of GGP proj-
ects funded in the Marshall Islands to 163.




