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Tuna numbers
unusually
strong in
December

Tuna transshipments in Majuro in 2023 increased Ever
the previous vear, nearly breaking the 300 mark.

The year end strong with 32 transshipments in Decem-
ber — often a slow month, but now this past vear. This
included 31 transshipments to carrier vessels in the lagoon
and one unloading at dock side for freezer container ex-
port.

Asusual, Taiwan-flagged vessels accounted for the most
transshipments last month, with 10. Nauru and Federated
States of Micronesia vessels were next, with seven each.
RMI-flagged purse seiners had six. Papua New Guinea
and Tuvalu vessels each had one.

During last year, a total of 294 purse seiners either trans-
shipped their tuna catches to carrier vessels anchored in
the lagoon, or unloaded the tuna at dock side for freezer
container shipments to offshore canneries, reported the
Marshall Islands Marine Resources Authority’s Oceanic
Division this week.

Of the total 294, five percent involved dock side unload-
ing. Six vessels entirely unloaded their catches for freezer
containers storage or for the Pan Pacific Foods processing
plant. Another 10 split their catches between transship-
ment and dock side unloading, according to MIMRA.

MIMRA and local processors are attempting to increase
the volume of tuna that flows through shoreside unloading
to increase job opportunities to the local community.

MIMRA reported that the 294 wvessels transshipped
229,239 metric tons of tuna during 2023. This is an aver-
age of 780 metric tons of tuna per vessel. It is lower than
the all-time record average of 851 metric tons per trans-
shipment set in 2022, but higher than seven of the last 10
years.

Majuro’s all-time record transshipment high was in
2016, when 551 vessels transshipped their catches. Covid
interrupted the transshipment business with a dismal year
in 2020 when only 175 vessels transshipped tuna. But it
rebounded in 2021 with 298 transshipments followed by
257 in 2022 and 294 last year.
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Minister Wisely Zackhras, Ambassador Tanaka Kazunari, EPA General Manager Moriana Phillip, and Minis-
ter Bremity Lakjohn at the handover ceremony Photo: Eve Burns.

EPA gratetul for four

oil spill response vessels

EVE BURNS

Japan Embassy kick started the
year with many completed projects
and more on the way.

Ambassador Tanaka Kazunari
handed over four boats to Environ-
mental Protection Authority (EPA)
General Manager Moriana Phillip
last Thursday. The boats are 37 feet
long.

Witnessing the ceremony were
Minister in Assistance to the Presi-
dent Bremity Lakjohn, Auditor Gen-
eral Junior Patrick, Secretary of the
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Commerce Iva Reimers Roberto,

Secretary of the Ministry of Health
and Human Services Francyne Wase-
Jacklick and EPA employees.

The boats are part of oil spill re-
sponse equipment provided through
Japanese grant aid under an “Eco-
nomic and Social Development Pro-
gram.”

Ambassador Tanaka thanked ev-
eryone at the ceremony for their long-
term dedication to the project and
stated his hope that “these products
and equipment will be deployed in
Majuro and other neighboring atolls
and contribute to reinforcing RMI’s
oil spill response capacity and assist

RMI’s ongoing efforts in addressing
the conservation of the marine envi-
ronment and ecosystems on which
the Marshallese people rely for their
daily life and fishery resources.”

According to him, “Japan’s coop-
eration for the preservation of the ma-
rine environment with the RMI and
other Pacific Island countries embod-
ies our commitment in the previous
Pacific Islands Leaders’ Meeting.”

“Arigato Gozaimashita (kommol
tata)” was extended by GM Phillip to
the Japanese government and people
for their seven years of support for
this environmental project.
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Japan Coast Guard left Captain Atsushi Miura and
Commander Issei Nishimura. Photo: Hilary Hosia

Japan provides
maritime training

Law enforcement officers from Majuro and Ebeye under-
went a four-day maritime safety training conducted by the
Japan Coast Guard (JCG) Mobile Cooperation Team at the
International Conference Center.

The trainings included both classroom instructions and
hands-on demonstrations at Uliga Dock.

Prior to their certification ceremony later this week, the
trainees were familianized in basic marine rescue protocols
per standards of the Japanese Coast Guard. This includes
CPR for sea casualty and use of the fiber light cradle.

The trainees participated in mock rescue scenarios using
fiber light cradles at the ICC to better understand its use for
an actual hands-on exercise at Uliga Dock. The fiber light
cradle is mostly used as a floating ladder in mantime res-
cues.

The training was designed to cater to 40 participants. Par-
ticipants included officers from Marshall Islands Police De-
partment, Majuro Atoll Local Government, Sea Patrol and
Kwajalein Atoll Local Government’s maritime division.

The training was conducted by the following members
of the JCG: Director for Coast Guard International Coop-
eration Captain Atsushi Miura, Deputy Director for Inter-
national Strategy Division Commander Issei Nishimura and
Mobile Cooperation Team’s Senior Officer Lieutenant To-
shikatsu Ejin and Lieutenant Takahiro Fukui.

Onsite coordination was done by Malynne Joseph, a rep-
resentative of Senior Program Officer Hideyuki Shiozawa
from the Sasakawa Peace Foundation, and Harris Kaiko
from the RMI Sea Patrol.




