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President Simina greenlights
establishment of Maritime

Support Facility on
Kapingamarangi

FSM Information Services

December 20, 2023

Palikir, Pohnpei--On December 20,
2023, His Excellency Wesley W.
Simina approved a recommendation
by the Department of Justice for
the establishment of a Maritime
Support facility (or a substation)
on Kapingamarangi as part of a
network of support facilities that will
be established on strategic points
throughout the nation. This facility
will serve as an outpost for refueling,
monitoring support of surveillance and
law enforcement activities on the EEZ.
Given that Kapingamarangi is the
southernmost island of FSM, bordering
with neighboring countries in the midst
of a rich fishing ground of this nation,
its strategic value requires attention,
according to the DOJ recommendation.

islands considered as
e.g., Pulusuk

Other outer
strategic  locations,

and a neighboring island in Yap,
will be identified in the future to

be part of this network of support
facilities for the Nation’s Maritime

Division. Establishing a facility
on Kapingamarangi will enhance
the delivery of law enforcement,

MEDIVAC, secarch and rescue (SAR)
and special outreach services to the
southern islands.

The Acting Seccretary of Justice
Leonito Bacalando Jr., Maritime
Commander Steward Peter and staff
from the Department of Transportation
Communication and Infrastructure
(TC&I) conducted a scoping visit on
the Southern Island on 13-14 December
2023, upon consulting with Pohnpei
State, to identify a suitable site of a
facility.

Joining the team was Pohnpei Senator-
clect Edgar Lickaneth, where they
conducted outreach and consultations
with the community leaders on the
outer island and shared the plans for
the facility that will enhance maritime
surveillance, protect marine ecosystems
and EEZ, increase
community engagement,
#] strengthen regional security
and preposition maritime
d supplies and assets for
emergency needs.

DOJ has been tasked to
worked with the State of
&) Pohnpei and other FSM
| States towards implementing
this important project for the
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Palau rejects
plan to install
missile base

The Palau Senate recently rejected a plan by the Umited
States military to station battenies of missiles in the west-
ern Pacific nation.

Just tour days after the conclusion of a biannual bi-
lateral Joint Commuttee Meeting between the Palau gov-
ernment and the Unmted States, the Senate of the Olbunl
Era Kelulau (Palau National Congress) passed a resolu-
tion opposing the proposed mussile installation, wrote
Kambes Kesolel, the editor of Tia Belaw, in the Pacific
Island Times.

“This move marks a significant divergence in views
on Palau’s security strategy, highlighting the concerns of
many Palauans about the potential consequences of host-
ing such a sensitive military asset,” Kesolen wrote.

While the Senate jomnt resolution still requires the ap-
proval of the House of Delegates to express the otheal
position of the Olbnl Era Kelulau, it articulated for the
first ttme the concerted views of lawmakers taking on
President Whipps™ positions on major policy posibons,
he added.

“The Senate’s resolution reflects a growing sentiment
among Palauans, who are worned that hosting missile
batteries could make the country a target for adversanes,
exposing it to undue risks,” Kesolen wrote.

“This decision underscores the delicate balance be-
tween national secunty and the potential for unwanted
entanglement in regional conflicts.”™



