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Friday, July 14, 2023 — The Marshall Islands Journal

New US ambassador
nominated for RMI

US President Joe Biden announced Wednesday
this week his intent to nominate Laura Stone to be
the new ambassador to the Marshall Islands.

The White House announcement of the nomina-

tion of Stone, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service with the rank of Minister-Counselor,
comes four months after previous Ambassador
Roxanne Cabral left RMI. The nomination must
still be put to and confirmed by the US Senate.

Stone 1s a China and Southeast Asia expert who
speaks Mandarin.

She currently serves as the Deputy Coordina-
tor of the Secretary of State’s Office of Covid
Response and Health Security. She previously
served as the Deputy Assistant Secretary for India,
Nepal, Sr1 Lanka, Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Mal-

dives; in the office of the Undersecretary of State
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Biden’s choice for ambas-
sador Laura Stone.

Nominee a China-Asia expert
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for Economic Growth, where she co-
ordinated efforts to counter Chinese
malign economic influence; and as
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary
for China, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and
Mongolia.

Prior to that, she worked as the Di-
rector of the Office of Chinese and

Mongolian Affairs; Director of the
Economic Policy Office in the Bu-
reau of East Asia and Pacific Affairs:
and Economic Counselor in Hanoi,
Vietnam

Stone also served three tours in
Beijing and Bangkok, Tokyo, the

Public Affairs Bureau, the Office of

the Secretary of Defense, and the Bu-

reau of Intelligence and Research

Stone has received numerous State
Department awards, including the
Cordell Hull Award for Economic
Achievement by a Senior Officer.
Stone holds an M.Phil. in Interna-
tional Relations from Oxford Uni-
versity and a Bachelor of Arts from
Cornell University.



