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Members of the US Army Garrison leadership, trainers from the US Coast Guard, and the 11 participants in the Sea Patrol’s
Boarding Officer Course, stand on the deck of the Mystic following a successful training event that taught proper search and

boarding i Photo: US Army/Mike Brantley

Learning how
to board ships

MIKE BRANTLEY USAG-KA

Petty Officer Ist Class Thomas Mas-
trocinque, left, and Sea Patrol officer
Hiroshi Reiher, practice boarding a ves-
sel and entering an unfamiliar hallway,
ascertaining any dangers that may lie
before them. Reiher was one of 11 par-
ticipants who recently graduated from
the Boarding Officer Course on Kwaja-
lein. Photo: US Army/Mike Brantley.

You and yvour team of Marshallese boarding officers step onto a boat in the middle

of the Pacific Ocean. You don’t see anyone on board. No sign of the crew. You

and your teammates step forward to a door and slowly open it to reveal what lies

beyond. You step inside, weapon raised, scanning the left fank and then the right,

when you see a crew member standing there looking back at you.

Eleven Marshall Island Police Depart-
ment participants in the Sea Patrol Board-
ing Officer Course at Kwajalein recently
graduated and took back to Majuro an ap-
preciation for what they do on the high seas
— keeping everyone safe, legal and secure.

This was the first traning of its kind in
a long time, smd Royal Australian Navy
Chief Petty Officer Scott (Smokey) Daw=
son, technical advisor to the Sea Patrol.
Smokey assisted the trainees to make sure
everything goes well between the Garni-
son, Kwajalein and the Coast Guard.

The two=week training was conducted
with the cooperation of the US Coast
Guard.

“This training is going to help them a
lot,” said Smokey. “The recruiting process
takes in members from the local populace,
n this case Majuro. There 15 no basic tram-
ing course; it’s all 100 percent hands-on.
It gives them a really good background
into boarding vessels and techniques. They
have had no exposure to it or any traiming
background.™

Smokey explained that when Sea Patrol
comes across another vessel of interest,
they may want to board to check licenses
and check catches.

The culmination of the training was a
simulated boarding of a vessel unfamiliar
to the trainees. “They didn’t know the lay-
out,” said Smokey. “They want to account
for the crew; it’s about their own safety and
security. They don’t know what they're
going to encounter as they systematically
search the vessel.” Smokey said that the
trainees scope out the area as safely as they
can while looking for the danger points
such as a hallway and doorways.

“They got a lot out of the traming be-
cause they haven’t had any exposure to
that, even the basic techniques of boarding
and searches,” said Smokey. “The feed-
back I've got from them 1s really positive
and they’ve leamed a lot, enjoyed it and
want more exposure to that level of tramn-
ing.”

Smokey, from Darwin, has been in the

Royal Australian Navy for 25 years, has
lived in the Republic of the Marshall Is-
lands for two years, likes the relaxed at-
mosphere here. “1 find the people very
friendly. You don’t have to do a lotto geta
lot of gratitude back. The small things can
make a big difference. People generally ap-
preciate it.”

One of the US Coast Guard trainers was
Petty Officer First Class Thomas Mastro-
cinque, with the International Training
Division, Mobile Training Branch, out of
Yorktown, Virgima.

“As mexperienced and as new as they
are, they did excellent,” said Mastrocingue.
“This 15 the reason our umt exists. This 15
really what the program was established
for, the initial training from the foundation
to create a working partner that is in com-
phance and 1s able to conduct their mission
safe, legally and professionally.™

Mastrocingue said that this was extreme-
ly challenging due to the logistics side, the
location, time difference, and the chain of
command required to have communica-
tions go through.

“With that being said, working with all
the partners, it helps the next mission that
I run and the next one my team runs work
a lot more smoothly,” he said. “It’s benefi-
cial so we don’t run into any issues in the
future. We were able to take the hard part
out of it so the next time we come back to
provide more training, it’s a much more et
ficient program.™

He added that, “building partnerships
with our Australian partners 1s terrific. We
had great support from them.

We were able to transfer a bunch of gear
which the Marshallese have almost zero
access to and there’s no funding for it at
this time.

This gear will help to build on this course
and allow them to continue the training. We
don’t get to do that as often as we can in
certain countries but anytime we can build
that kind of capacity to continue training in
our absence, we’ll have continuty for the
next training.™
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The

UNODC Global Maritime Crime Programme holds discussions with North
Pacific Countries on strengthening maritime law enforcement

United Nations Micronesia

Pacific Island Countries have a
vast geographical ocean space
that plays a critical role in the
national  security,  economic
development, and sustainable
livelihoods of these countries.
Noting the importance of
maritime security in the strategic
policy of countries in the Pacific,
the Global Maritime Crime
Programme (GMCP) of UNODC
conducted a visit to several North
Pacific countries, FSM. RMIL
Nauru and Kiribati, in March
2023 to discuss with relevant
authorities on capacity-building
needs to strengthen maritime law
enforcement.

In the Federated States of
Micronesia, Mr. Shanaka
Jayasekara - GMCP Regional
Programme  Coordinator  for
Southeast Asia and the Pacific
met with Acting Secretary of
Justice and the Head of the Police
Maritime Wing, as well as the
Western and Central Pacific
Fishertes Commussion (WCPFC).
He held similar discussions with
Acting Police Commisstoner and
Maritime Police Unit of Kiribati;
with Acting Foreign Secretary.
Attomey General, Deputy Police
Commissioner, and Director of
MIMRA in Marshall Islands,
and with the Police
Commussioner and Police
Maritime Unit of Nauru,

Mr. Shanaka (in the middle) with Acting FSM Secretary of Justice Leonito Bacalando,
Maritime Commander Steward Peter, Chicf of National Police Cindy Ludrick, TCU
Darrel Poll and UNODC/TCO focal point Sophia H. Pretrick (1st from the left).

GMCP representative also visited and held
discussion with the Office of Parties to the Nauru
Agreement {PNA) based in Majuro.

GMCP is currently implementing a project to
mstall Terrestrial-based Automatic Identification
System (AIS) Receivers in Fiji, Kiribati, Federated
States of Micronesia, Marshall Islands, Nauru,
Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu. The objective of the
project is to develop a low cost and sustainable
maritime surveillance capability focused on small
craft. At present, there is an excessive dependence
on AIS Class A signals collected from space-based
satellites for maritime surveillance. However,
this is not adequate for monitoring purpose as
AIS Class A transponders are used primanly by
larger vessels, while small craft including vachts,
pleasure craft, fishing vessels and buoys use AIS
Class B. The GMCP Project plans to install up to
20 Terrestrial AIS Receivers in 8 Pacific Island
Countries that can collect AIS Class B signals and
link the data to the national maritime surveillance
centre i each capital city.

Besides the discussion on capacity-building
needs, part of the visit was also to help identify
potential locations to mstall coastal AIS station
for the project. Improved maritime surveillance
will help law enforcement agencies i the
targeted states monitor their maritime zones more
effectively, particularly in detecting illicit activity
at sea, intercepting suspicious vessels in a timely
manner, and providing more efficient Search and
Rescue operations,

The UNODC Global Maritime Crime Programme
looks forward to working closely with countries
in the Pacific in the time to come to strengthen
their overall maritime law enforcement capacity,
and further deepening regional cooperation to
effectively counter maritime crime in the region.




