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Measles confirmed in Pacific

The Ministry of Health and Human Ser-
vices went into battle stations mode this
week, as news late last week confirmed
cases of measles in both Amencan Samoa
and Hawail.

The mimistry “is on high alert and has
been tracking this health event” Acting
Health Secretary Francyne Wase-Jacklick

told the Journal last weekend.

Measles 15 an extremely contagious ill-
ness that poses high nisk for children and
older people with underlying health condi-
tions who are not vaccinated.

American Samoa, for example, an-
nounced last Friday that 1t had closed the

Continued page 2

Travel advisory
for measles cases

From page 1

school that a child attended who developed measles, as
well as a number of child care centers to protect babies.
In 2019, a major measles outbreak hit Samoa, causing
83 deaths and nearly 6,000 confirmed cases of the highly
contagious viral disease due to low levels of immunization
for measles. At that time, the RMI government responded
to the measles outbreak in Samoa and elsewhere by ramp-
Ing up its measles vaccination program and requiring that
visitors coming into RMI provide proof of recent vaccina-

tions.

“We are finalizing a Measles Travel Advisory that will
be reviewed by the Attorney General,”™ said Wase-Jacklick,
adding that she expected the ministry to briet the Cabinet
and the National Disaster Commuittee about the situation
and plans for a response to prevent a measles outbreak

here.

Among actions the ministry has in the works to start this

week:

= Public education about measles via SMS text messag-
s, a live interview with Dr. Cody Jack, and social media

awareness matenals.

= Points of Entry surveillance for prevention using sur-

velllance entry forms.

= A refresher trmming course on measles for MOHHS
staff 1s being hurriedly organized.

= The ministry is checking availability of measles rapid
test kits in overseas markets. “This 1s being coordinated
with our international partners,” Wase-Jacklick sad.

Not sure how this news will affect any upcoming trips to Marshall Is
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‘Women are being encouraged to apply
for the shipping programs’

KAREN EARNSHAW

It 15 hoped that 30 people will be on their
way to a career in shipping when classes
at the new mantime traiming center in Uli-
ga start in the Fall Semester.

The College of the Marshall Islands 15
preparing to hold two certificate programs:
Marime engineering technology and ma-
rine deck technology, according to the pro-
gram’s Coordmnator and Director Edward
Admiwin,

Dr. Ehzabeth Swita), CMI's Vice Presi-
dent for Academic and Student Affairs,
said the programs are pending approval
with the Accrediting Commission for
Community and Junior Colleges (AC-
CJC), which 1s the accreditation body for
CMI. “But we are expecting it to be ap-
proved,” Edward said.

“The CMI Mantime Vocational Train-
mg Center 15 still working on hiring two
deck and engine room duties instructors,”™
Edward said. “We are planning to hire in
Majuro, Fipi and other countries in the re-
glon.”

The training center, which was official-
ly opened on February 7, is a joint effort
by the German International Cooperation
agency known as GIZ * CMI, the National
Traming Council, the Marshall Islands

Shipping Corporation, RMI Ports Author-
ity, and the Ministry of Transport, Com-
murmcation and Information Technology,

The programs will complement two
other mantime programs currently being
taught at CMIs Armrak and Ulga cam-
puses, a basic safety training course and
a basic fisheries observer course, with the
latter giving graduates the opportumity to
work for the Marshall Islands Marine Re-
sources Authornty.

The curriculums follow standards set by
the International Maritime Organization
Standard of Training, Certification and
Watch-Keeping for Seafarers (STCW).

Elizabeth told the Journal that the cur-
riculums for the new programs were “ini-
tially developed by a consultant hired un-
der the World Bank EMI Education and
Skills Strengthening Project.”

Following the approval, people will be
invited to apply for a spot in the programs.
A feature of this 15 that the officials are
hoping that women will apply.

Ehlizabeth said: “We are targeting a re-
cruitment of 15 students per certificate in
order to meet the needs of the domestic
shipping industry.™

*The Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Interna-
rionale Zusammenarbeit.



Friday, May 5. 2023 — The Marshall Islands Journal

Marshallese in
Fiji help
Majuro sailors

GIFF JOHNSON

A Mimstry of Works ship crew m Fipo1s 1in
dire condition without funds or food, and 15 re-
lying on the small Marshallese community 1n
Fij1 to help it survive.

The crew of 11 15 with the MV Majuro that
has been in Fiji since late last year for long-
overdue dry-docking and maintenance.

According to people taking food to the crew,
the crew has not received any funds from the
BMI government in three months and has been
effectively stranded in Fipn by their own govern-
ment.

“Weve met last week (wath the crew) through
Zoom, and we are sending in more funding for
the crew,” said Ministry of WIU Secretary Jef-
ferson Barton in response to a Journal inguiry.
He also said the reparr work had taken far lon-
ger than anticipated due to the ship not being
dry-docked on a five-year rotation. “We are
dlso looking forward to finishing the work on
the landing craft in the next few weeks to get it
done properly,” he added.

A Marshallese who spoke to the Journal last
weekend said a small group went to see the
crew Saturday “to take some food for them and

my heart broke when I heard it's been three
Continued page 2

‘I's a human
rights violation’

From page 1
months since they ve last been paid and they have been
here docked in Fiji since October because there is no bud-
get for this extended stay or the additional parts needed
for the boat.

“They rely on the mercies of the Marshallese commu-
nity here in Fiji to give them food. When we brought them
food today they thanked us as their nee just ran out the
day before and they don’t remember the last time they
ate fruit.”

Majuro Nitijela Member Kalami Kaneko raised this
problem on the Nitijela floor in March, prior to adjourn-
ment of the parliament, confirming the lack of RMI fund-
ing to support the crew has been an ongoing and unre-
solved problem.

“I don’t understand how (the Ministry of) Finance can-
not expedite therr TAs (travel authornizations) as they are
far from home and it 15 not a privilege to get paid on time,
it 15 a nght,” the person helping the crew with food com-
mented.

The MV Majuro 15 a landing craft that 1s operated by
the Mimstry of WIU. The MV Majuro’s maintenance
needs are apparently far greater than anticipated by RMI
authorities, who dispatched the vessel and crew to Fiyiin
October.

“Due to the fact that this i1s the first time the landing
craft has undergone a major repair via dry-docking since
its first arnval here in 20013, the wear and tear on 1t has
thus been accumulating so much so that it’s like we are
doing two major overhauls at the same time which need
to be fixed accordingly before the landing craft 1s safe to
return to RMI and (return) back to service,” Barton said.

He made the point that by requirement, the MV Majuro
should have gone to dry-dock in 2018 — a five-year inter-
val — but it did not go until the end of last year.

“How 15 this not an emergency?” asked the Marshal-
lese in Fiji. “It’s a huge human rights violation for the
government to be doing this to their staft who are stranded
overseas on their (RMI government) order.”™



