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The hull of the new %
sailing cargo vessel being )
built in Geoje Island, & A
South Korea. ':t
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Sailing vessel
taking shape

KAREN EARNSHAW

News just in from Geoje Island, Busan, South Korea 1s
that the Low Carbon Sea Transport Project Director Raffael
Held enjoyed an initial visit to the shipyard Asia Shipbuild-
ing where a 150-foot sailing cargo vessel is being built for
the Marshall Islands.

“Geoje Island 1s one and a half hours drive southwest of
the coastal city of Busan,” Raffael said. Asia Shipbuild-
ing 1s working with the design office Kostec, also based in
Busan. “They have started with the construction of the low
carbon sailing cargo vessel for the Marshall Islands Ship-
ping Corporation.”™

MISC 1s a partner of the IKI/BMUV (German Federal
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Nu-
clear Safety and Consumer Protection) funded project Low
Carbon Sea Transport. The ship is scheduled to arrive in
RMI at the end of this year.

“The ship will have innovative and highly efficient tech-
nologies on board to provide reliable and cost-efficient
shipping services to the neighboring islands in 2024, Raf-
fael wrote in a release. “The ship will furthermore serve as
a research and training platform.”™ The hull is being built
upside down in multiple sections and it will be flipped over
by a crane in mid-May in the so-called “keel laying event.”



