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The World Bank opened a perma-
nent office last month in Pohnpei in
the Federated States of Micronesia,
following several years of an expand-
mg presence and portfolio across the
North Pacific.

The new regional hub will play an
important role in delivering the nearly
half-a-billion-dollars in total support
across Federated States of Micronesia
{FSM), Marshall Islands, and Palau.

World Bank assistance across the
three countries has grown rapidly in
recent years, with the number of prog-
ects tnpling between 2016 and 2023
and the amount of financing increas-
ing six=fold.

These projects include support for
communities in Marshall Islands to
prepare for the impacts of climate
change; work to scale up renewable
energy 1n Marshall Islands and FSM;
an expansion of digital connectiv-
ity and the digital economy 1n FSM,
Marshall Islands and Palau; improved
maritime and road transport in FSM;
and support for Early Childhood De-
velopment mihiatives in Marshall [s-
lands.

“We're pleased to have the op-
portunity to host this important new
hub for the World Bank in Pohn-
per State,” said David W. Panuelo,
President of the Federated States of
Micronesia, who attended the open-
mg event. “While we are honored the
World Bank has selected the Federat-
ed States of Micronesia for their hub,
it 15 important to make clear that this
center 15 for our use and the use of our
brothers and sisters in the Republic of
the Marshall Islands and the Republic
of Palau equally, and we call on our
North Pacific neighbors to treat this
as their own asset, and link into the
World Bank’s data, knowledge, and
experience — as well as the FSM's.™

10 projects on the go in RMI

The World Bank is currently funding 10 projects in the Marshall Islands
worth an estimated $239 million. “The World Bank is supporting Marshal-
lese-led projects focused on climate resilience and disaster preparedness,
maritime transport, renewable energy, skills and education, early child-
hood development, connectivity and financial management,” says a one-
page summary of its projects. The 10 active projects in RMI:

« Covid-19 emergency response

* Marshall Islands Maritime Investment

* Multi-sectoral Early Childhood Development [ and 11

* Pacific Resilience 11

+ Strengthening Public Financial Management

+ RMI Education and Skills Strengthening

+ Sustainable Energy Development

* RMI Urban Resilience

* Digital RML
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MDP’s George Lanwi and Lt. Commander Lachie Sommerville with winner Jelmae Sonyia Andrike, Minister
Jack Ading, Australian Navy Petty Officer Smokey Dawson, and MDP’s Harris Kaiko. Photo: Hilary Hosia.

Sonya names
latest patrol
boat Jelmae

HILARY HOSIA

Meet Sonyia Andrike, winner of the Marshall Islands
Police Department’s competition to name the new Sea
Patrol boat.

Sonyia’s winning entry “Jelmae™ was chosen follow-
ng Cabinet approval last week.

Over 100 participants entered the contest. -

Minister of Justice Jack Ading presided over the
handover of Sonyia’s $200 cash prize Monday this
week. MIPD Police Commissioner George Lanwi, Har-
ris Kaiko and Australia Navy’s Lt. Commander Lachie
Sommerville and Chief Petty Officer Smokey Dawson
Joined in the ceremony.

“Since the literal translation for resilience in Marshal-
lese 15 50 broad, | chose the name “Jelmae™ and it means
“to face, deal with, face-off with and to confront,”™ So-
nyla wrote in the competition. “The major duties and
responsibilities of operating a patrol beat along the
coast comes with great dangers and challenges, hence
the name.” she continued.

Sonyia says the name Jelmae is very fitting to the new
boat since its crew will be “face-off” with many chal-
lengers, 1ssues and situations it would encounter.

Jelmae is a Guardian-Class Patrol Boat from Australia
and 15 expected to be in RMI waters by September next
year. RMI will become the 13th nation to receive such
vessel. Intotal, Australia has donated 21 Guardian-Class
boats under Australia’s Pacific Maritime Security Pro-
gram, which supports Pacific Islands nations to protect
their sovereignty and contribute to regional security.

In the past months, Sea Patrol has been sending its
crew to train in Australia in preparation for using Jel-
mae. Countries that received Guardian-Class boats:
Papua New Guinea (4), three each for Fiji, Federated
States of Micronesia and Tonga, Solomon Islands (2},
and one vessel each for Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Pa-
lau, Samoa, Tuvalu and Vanuatu,



