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Leaders’ responses to N-submarines

Dame Meg Taylor

The recent AUKUS announce-
ment regarding the pathway to nu-
clear-powered submarines for Aus-
tralia prompted a range of responses
from Pacific leaders. At the positive
end of the spectrum i1s Prime Min-
ister Sitiveni Rabuka of Fiji while
hosting Prime Minister Albanese
who stopped off in Suva on his way
home from San Diego. Rabuka wel-
comed the announcement saying it
would provide skilled labour oppor-
tunities for Fijians. However, for-
mer Secretary-General of the Pacific

Islands Forum, Dame Meg Taylor,
was much more crnitical. She has
cautioned Pacific leaders to be pay-
ing much more attenbion to geopo-
litical manouvers on which they are
not consulted, such as the coining
of *Indo-Pacific strategy.” This was
echoed in a speech given by Fiame
Naomi Mata’afa, Prime Mimster of
Samoa recently in Canberra. Fiame
also said that she understood Aus-
tralia’s strategic calculus in going
down the path of nuclear-powered
submarines.
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New offlces on the wy

Japan is funding the
construction of a new
Ministry of Justice and
Sea Patrol building at its
Delap location next to
MIMRA. The plan was
approved a couple of
years ago and last week
work started in earnest
with the demolition of the
old building. The before,
right, and after look are
shown here.

Photos: Giff Johnson.
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The article shows the Taiwan donated patrol boats to RMlI is to facilitate port

authorities’ operations personnel, as Taiwan has much interest in tuna transhipment in

Majuro port.
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