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JICA’s Hlk‘oyukl Ukai and EP’s Monana Plnlllp

]ICA EPA sign waste deal

The Marshall Islands and the Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency (JICA) signed an
agreement last month for the third phase of a
Marshall Islands and Pacific regional solid
waste program to move into gear.

The program is officially known as the Proj-
ect for Promotion of Regional Initiative on Solid
Waste Management in Pacific Island Countries
Phase 3 (J-PRISM3).

RMI Environmental Protection Author-
ity General Manager Moriana Phillip and JICA
Resident Representative Hikoyuki Ukai signed
the new agreement. The aim of the agreement
is promotion of international cooperation by
supporting the socioeconomic development and
economic stability of developing regions.

In the RMI, JICA contributes to waste dis-
posal, health and sanitation, and education.
JICA comes in by providing assistance with a

focus on controlling the generation of waste and
maintaining lifelines such as electric power, wa-
ter systems, transportation, and communication.

After negotiations between the RMI and
JICA, with consideration for RMI’s priority
needs, the following was agreed: Identifying vi-
able measures to improve the sustainability of
“3R+Return” — collect and domestically reuse/
repurpose or return — of target waste streams.

This may entail the strengthening of legal,
institutional and financial capability and other
measures to be prepared through a feasibility
study, trial-pilot activity, or training of people of
relevant programs. The Phase 3 of the regional
project for self-sustaining solid waste manage-
ment and 3R+Return will start beginning next
month and continue for five years.

At the signing, Phillip recognized JICA as an
important counterpart in the J-PRISM3 project.




