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New report focuses Two-thirds of people surveyed believe corruption has increased’

~N

on 7 Pacific nations

GIFF JOHNSON

How big a problem is corruption in the Marshall Is-
lands?

Cary Yan and Gina Zhou have pleaded guilty to brib-
ing clected leaders in RMI. Attorney General’s office at-
torneys have successfully prosecuted bribery and corrup-
tion involving high-level RMI government officials. The
Auditor General has multiple ongoing investigations into
reports of fraud and embezzlement.

Now a new report issued by Transparency International
focuses on the RMI and six other small Pacific nations,
reporting the results of a survey in which a large number
of respondents in the RMI said corruption had worsened
in 2020-2021 while also saying they do not believe that
officials who engaged in corruption frequently faced the
appropriate consequences.

The new report states that while a 2021 Worldwide Gov-
ernance Indicators report ranked the RMI shghtly better
than the average for control of corruption in the Pacific, a
2021 Freedom House report said corruption 1s a “chronic
problem™ in the Marshall Islands. “Over half of the 261
respondents from RMI felt the same way: 59 percent said
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Call for ombudsman

From page 1
that government corruption was a big
problem,” said the report issued late
last week.

Two-thirds of the people surveyed
in RMI in 2021 said they “believed
corruption had increased over the
past 12 months,” the report said.

Over half of the corruption sur-
vey respondents said they “believe
that Members of Parliament were
involved in corruption, with many
also concerned about corruption in
local government...™

The report continued: “Of the 94
percent of respondents who had en-
gaged over the past year with any
of the six select government institu-
tions and services, 63 percent said
they had had to pay a bribe, give a
gift or do a favor in order to get the
needed assistance or services.”

The report points out that the RMI
has established a number of laws

designed to outlaw corruption and
associated behavior, and govern-
ment organizations provide a level
of oversight and response to com-
plaints. The Transparency Interna-
tional report points out, for example,
that the RMI Auditor General has
highlighted an increasing number
of complaints about alleged illegal
behavior by government officials.
“Many respondents were positive in
their appraisal of such efforts,” the
report said. “Over half said that the
government was doing well in fight-
ing government corruption. How=
ever, only 11 per cent thought that
officials who engage in corruption
frequently face appropnate action
against them.”

The report added: “While some
assessments suggest that RMI has
done quite well in containing cor-
ruption, many respondents believed
corruption was a serious problem

and getting worse. Politicians were
most likely to be associated with
corruption, while experiences of
corruption in the public sector were
high. Electoral corruption and sex-
tortion were of particular concern.
While many were satisfied with
the government’s response, few be-
lieved that those who engaged in
corruption were appropriately sanc-
tioned.”

The report suggested “introduc-
ing an independent and strongly
resourced ombudsman™ to help ad-
dress some of these concerns.

“Efforts should also focus on cor-
ruption during elections and the gen-
dered dimensions of corruption.”

The Transparency International
report added: “While the level of
corruption varies, many recognize
that it is an ongoing and significant
challenge across the Pacific Island
region.”

i
Report ‘invites
more discussion’

The newly release Transparency International corrup-
tion report focuses on seven small islands: Tuvalu, Niue,
Tokelau, Palau, Cook Islands, Marshall Islands and Nau-
ru. It s titled, “Perceptions of Corruption in Seven Small
Pacific Island Countries.”

“This report presents the perceptions and experiences
of corruption of people in seven smaller Pacific countries,
and mvites further discussion and exploration of their
perspectives,” said the introduction. “It examines views
gathered from Tuvalu, Niue, Tokelau (an island territory
of New Zealand), Palau, Cook Islands, RMI and Nauru.
The findings are drawn from research undertaken in carly
2021 as part of the first Global Corruption Barometer con-
ducted in the Pacific. the first survey of its kind in these
countries.”

Transparency International 1s a global movement with
one vision: A world in which government, business, civil
society and the daily lives of people are free of corruption.
“With more than 100 chapters worldwide and an interna-
tional secretariat in Berlin, we are leading the fight against

C""’“P"O“ to turn this vision into reality,” said the rcpon)




