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Japan
gives
MEC a
$$ boost

Japan has given the Mar-
shalls Energy Company a
shot in the arm with mult-
million dollar donation of
fuel for the power utility.

It comes as MEC is facing
serious financial problems
that potentially jeopardize the
regular deliveries of fuel to
operate power plants in Ma-
juro, Ebeye and remote atolls.

Japan Ambassador Ka-
zunan Tanaka Tuesday this
week attended the ceremony
marking completion of a die-
sel fuel purchase for MEC
through the Economic and
Social Development Program
of Japan’s Grant Aid in 2020.

The Exchange of Notes for
the project was signed on July
22, 2021 for the grant of 300
million Japanese Yen (ap-
proximately $2.7 million).
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Tuesday’s ceremony was
attended by Utrok Nitijela
Member Hiroshi Yamamura,
who 1s Vice Chairman of
MEC Board, other members
of MEC board, MEC CEO
Jack Chong-Gum and two
representatives of Japan In-
ternational Cooperation Sys-
tem, a procurement agent for
this grant aid project.

Japan’s funding is purchas-
ing up to 627,000 gallons
of diesel fuel for electricity
generation in Majuro. “The
pandemic of Cowvid-19 has
passed its peak, and people
are gradually returning to
normal life also in RML,” said
the ambassador. “However,
we understand that the social
and economic impacts of the
Covid-19 pandemic, includ-
ing global inflation, are ongo-
ing, and in particular, higher
oil prices are having a signifi-
cant impact on MEC’s power
generation service and, con-
sequently, on people’s daily
life in the Marshall Islands.™

Yamamura said this as-
sistance was very timely in
this difficull moment and
expressed the RMI govern-
ment’s gratitude for generous
support from the government

and people of Japan.



