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Nauru elects a
new president

Russ J. Kun is the new President of Nauru after
he was elected unopposed Wednesday this week in
the first sitting of parliament since Saturday’s elec-
tion.

Former President Lionel Aingimea remains in
parliament and was voted Deputy Speaker. Marcus
Stephen is the Speaker.

Kun is entering his fourth term in office. having
been first elected to parliament in 2013. In a previ-
ous government, he was minister in charge of Ports.

The new president is also the younger brother of
RMI Chief Public Defender Russell Kun.
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The new President of Nauru, Russ J. Kun.
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US report on China’s
influence in the Pacific

Excepts from the new
report, “China’s Influ-
ence on the Freely As-
sociated States of the
Northern Pacific.”
leased last week by the
United States Institute
of Peace’s Senior Study
Group, follow:

“Intensifying  com-
petition with Beijing
has led US policymak-
ers to reappraise the
strategic  significance
of the Pacific.” said an
introduction to the new -
report. The lead authors
of the new study were:
former  Congressman
and University of Guam
President Dr. Robert
Underwood, former
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mander Admiral (Ret.)

Philip Davidson, and

former Assistant Secretary of
State Brigadier General (Ret.)
David Sulwell.

From the report:

e Until recently, Chinese en-
gagement in the region was not
viewed as carrying any obvious
implications for US defense op-
erations in the Pacific theater or
threatening any significant US
economic interests.

* The unique security relation-
ships established by the Com-
pacts of Free Association have
magnified the US power projec-
tion in the Indo-Pacific region,
structured US defense planning
and force posture, and contrib-
uted to essential defense capabili-
lies.

= The prosperity and stability of
the FAS creates a positive legacy
for the United States as a benevolent
regional power and sends a strong
signal about the durability and re-
solve of US commitments.

The US-FAS relationship s
unique: although the FAS are not
the most powerful or wealthy of the
Umited States’ international partners,
they are its closest partners. The
range of services the United States
provides within FAS territories and
the privileges it grants to FAS citi-
zens are greater than in any other
country; likewise, no other sover-
eign countries grant Washington as
much control and oversight of their
defense and foreign policy. FAS so-
cieties are deeply interlinked with
that of the United States, including
in regard to military service.

* The interdependence at the heart
of the US-FAS relationship 1s a
double-edged sword. Thriving FAS
societies and robust. mutually val-
ued US-FAS relations deliver a mes-
sage that the United States and the
security order it backstops can help

“Until recently, Chinese
engagement in the region was not

viewed as carrying any obvious
implications for US defense
operations in the Pacific theater
or threatening any significant US

economic interests.”

build prosperous, democratic societ-
ies. By contrast, if FAS societies fall
victim to social ills or poverty, or if
US-FAS relations grow strained, the
value and credibility of other US part-
nerships and relationships are called
into question. For US treaty allies
in East Asia and other Pacific Island
countries, downgrading or neglecting
US Compact responsibilities could
be seen as a sign of dimmnishing US
commitment. If Washington cannot
meet its commitments to its closest
allies given their low cost and strate-
gic relevance. how can it be trusted
to guarantee the security of far larger
countries at far greater expense?

* As Washington seeks to limit the
scope of Beijing’s influence in the
Indo-Pacific in concert with regional
partners, the US-FAS relationship
functions is a key vehicle for reinforc-
ing regional norms and democratic
values.

* The existence of secessionist
movements in the Federated States
of Micronesia going back decades —

even as efforts to hold inde-
pendence votes have stalled
— probably heightens the
risk that economic desta-
bilization could bolster
support for independence
among the states. Many
well informed observers of
FAS domestic politics have
act relationship is a criti
wark inst _regi

balkanization and that the
failure of Compact negotia-
tions could, at a minimum,
strain the cohesion of the
Marshall Islands and Palau
and could potentially be a
catalyst for states seceding
from the FSM. Local dissat-
isfaction with Chuuk’s poor
economy has been a key
driver of Chuukese support for seces-
sion, suggesting that robust refunding
of the Compact could address some
of Chuuk’s economic grievances and
help preserve the FSM'’s territorial in-
tegrity.

* The Pacific also carries outsize
importance in preserving Taiwan’s in-
ternational space, which has emerged
as an important US interest at a time
when Washington is actively seeking
ways to express solidarity with Tai-
wan'’s government and the Taiwanese
people.

Of the 14 countries that still have
formal diplomatic ties with Taipei,
four — the Marshall Islands, Nauru,
Palau and Tuvalu — are Pacific na-
tions, and two of those are Freely As-
sociated States.

Taiwan’s relationships with these
countries, in part because of their
geographic proximity, are arguably
its most vibrant and have presented
Taipei with valuable opportunities to
elevate its regional and international
profile and enhance its soft power.



