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Kabua joins leaders for conference

WILMER JOEL

President David Kabua and his
delegation landed in the state of
Hawaii last week to attend the 12th
three-day Pacific Islands Lead-
ers Conference. the first in-person
gathering since 2016.

“Founded in 1980 by Hawai'i
Gov. George Ariyoshi and Fijian
statesman Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara
as a forum for Pacific Islands lead-
ers,” according to Pacific Islands
Development Program  website.
“Regardless of political status and
without formal intergovernmental
protocol — to address shared is-
sues, learn from each other’s ex-
periences. and develop common
approaches to policy.”

Upon amival. President Kabua
met with the Hawaii Govemor
David Ige. They discussed numer-
ous issues and areas that could im-
prove their partnership.

Kabua thanked Ige for the hos-
pitality and support by the state
to the Marshallese diaspora: es-
pecially the critical assistance to
Marshallese and other US-affiliat-
ed countries to mitigate the devas-
tating impacts of Covid-19.

The Governor pointed out the
importance of partnership between
the two countries and appreciated
the support of the Marshall Islands.

In other news. President Kabua
spoke at the Conference last Tues-
day. “It is refreshing to feel how

Marshall
Islands Presi-
dent David
Kabua, front
third from
left, joined
other Pacific
leaders at the
12th

Pacific Is-
lands Con-
ference of
Leaders held
at the East-
West Center
in Honolulu
last week.

‘It is refreshing to feel how unique we are as Pacific Islands and that
there is always a place for us to find refuge’ — President David Kabua

unique we are as Pacific Islands
and that there is always a place
for us to find refuge.” said Kabua.
“And that place is our regional
unity when we help each other
and work together like the ocean
that binds us. Let our hearts bind
us together for a dignified purpose
for the common good of all men.
Then I believe we may have rede-
fined the true meaning of the word
Pacific.”

Kabua touched on other key is-
sues in this speech:

* The nuclear legacy in the Mar-

shall Islands is a painful issue and
its ongoing impacts in the Pacific,
including the Runit Dome, need to
be addressed.

* The health of the Pacific Ocean
is essential for our livelihoods and
as our primary resources for eco-
nomic development. These re-
sources must be safeguarded by
deterring illegal activities that may
harm ocean resources

* Australia and the United States
were recognized for their maritime
security arrangement. However,
the president said “our own ca-

pacity must be built. but until our
own capacity is built and we have
a more direct role in our own fish-
eries. other distant water fishing
nations will continue to reap the
most benefits from this industry.
We must not continue to be mar-
ginalized in our own backyard.
The resources are ours and we
must be the ones who benefit most
from them.”

* The most significant security
risk facing the blue Pacific is cli-
mate change. Kabua reminded his
colleagues and the panelists that

the Pacific is already experiencing
loss and damage due to the climate
crisis and that low-lying countries
such as the Marshall Islands are on
the frontlines of this crisis.

* Transformational adaptation is
needed to preserve the ability of
islands to determine their future
and protect their national security.
He touched upon the inability to
access funding and international
finances for mitigation and adapta-
tion to climate change, which fur-
ther complicates adaptation chal-
lenges.
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Disasters a focus of UN conference

Brisbane is hosting the
UN *“risk™ conference.

Pacific ministers and officials
converged on Brisbane this week
for the United Nation's Asia-Pacific
Ministenal Conference on Disaster
Risk Reduction. A key feature is the
presentation of the Nadi Declaration
by Ministers from several Pacific
countries, including Fiji and Sa-
moa. The declaration is the outcome
of last week’s meeting of Pacific
Ministers on the same topic. The
declaration includes a commitment
to establish a regional mechanism

to respond to disasters such as cy-
clones. tsunamis, and earthquakes.
Ministers have agreed that this will
provide the basis for Pacific experts
and practitioners to lead on disaster
response in the region. They will be
using this week’s meeting to gamer
support for this mechanism from
development partners, including
Australia. In addition, there will be
presentations on the place of tradi-
tional knowledge in preparing for
and responding to disasters.
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Deal to build eco-friendly
vessel for RMI now signed

The contract for building an environmen-
tally-friendly cargo sailing boat for the Mar-
shall Islands was signed recently, marking a
major milestone in the Transitioning to Low
Carbon Sea Transport program in Majuro.

The international climate protection proj-
ect involves Germany’s University of Ap-
plied Sciences Emden/Leer and the German
society for international cooperation (GIZ).
According to the website Ship&Offshore®.
GIZ has ordered construction of the Pacific
island supply vessel. which will use sails as
its main form of propulsion.

“The construction contract was signed
with the ship design office Kostec Co. Ltd.
and the shipyard Asia Shipbuilding in South
Korea. SDC Ship Design & Consult from
Hamburg had been commissioned to create
the tender design.™

The boat will be about 155 feet in length.
“Due to the good local wind conditions, the
ship will be equipped with a powerful sail-
ing system that is ecasy to operate and ca-
pable of automation,” the September 2 story
stated. “The sail area of the three-master
will be around 500m2 (5381 square feet).”
The sailboat will also have wind generators
and a shaft generator to make power. “A
small diesel engine will be used for maneu-
vering and propulsion in unfavorable wind
conditions.” The hope is that conversion to
coconut-based biodiesel should be possible
in the future.

The boat will be used for transporting

The boat
plans for
the new
155-foot
boat being
built for
RML It
will have a
powerful
sail system.

SHIPPING NEWS

KAREN EARNSHAW

cargo. but will also be used for maritime
training.

Professor Captain Michael Vahs from
the University of Applied Science, which
coordinates the technological development
of the boat, said the construction contract is
intended to support the Government of the
Marshall Islands in achieving its ambitious
climate goals.

It is hoped that the boat will be finished
and delivered to the Marshall Islands in Sep-
tember next year. German shipping group
Briese in Leer has been commissioned to
provide further support in the construction
and delivery process.

*https:/iwww.shipandoffshore ne




