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https://pina.com.fj/2022/09/09/palau-will-maintain-diplomatic-ties-with-taiwan-president-vows/
https://islandtimes.org/palau-and-okinawa-prefecture-of-japan-signed-mou-on-strengthening-friendly-relations/
https://www.pref.okinawa.jp/site/norin/suisan/mou.html
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/474133/pacific-leaders-heading-to-washington-for-summit-with-joe-biden
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https://pina.com.fj/2022/09/05/pacific-islands-forum-ongoing-efforts-to-re-engage-with-kiribati/
https://www.reuters.com/world/solomon-islands-says-australia-nz-exempt-navy-ship-moratorium-2022-09-05/
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/media-releases/adf-supports-maritime-surveillance-south-west-pacific
https://www.defence.gov.au/operations/solania
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RMI to Open Borders

On 1 September 2022, the Cabinet met and approved opening of RMI's
border on 8 September 2022.

Incoming international travellers will no longer be required to register through
the Safe Travels Program (as it will cease to exist after 7 September 2022).
Travelers will have to book their journeys into the RMI directly with United
Airlines and other international airlines.

The only requirement to book or buy a ticket, will be for a passenger
to submit a copy of their COVID-19 vaccination card to UA. 6 months+
to 4 years old (the youngest group to receive the COVID-19 vaccine) are
required to be fully vaccinated effective by 1 October 2022. They will join 5
yrs and older on requirement to be fully vaccinated before entering the RMI.

Prerequisites (pre-travel) to RMI

e Fully vaccinated against Covid-19: Primary series and boosted as
eligible.

e Mask wearing enroute and practicing good hand hygiene.

Upon Arrival in the RMI

e Testing on Arrival in RMI

e Rapid antigen test (Ag-RDT): Treatment as appropriate.

o Five days home quarantine/isolation. If negative rapid antigen test on
arrival, can move around in public but must mask up.

e Anyone that initially tests negative on arrival and later develop
symptoms consistent with COVID-19, should report to a health facility
for COVID-19 testing and access to therapeutics (if eligible).
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Three judges suspended in Kiribati

David Lambourne.

The government of Kiribati has
suspended the three judges of the
Court of Appeal.

The government also announced
that they are to be referred to a
Tribunal under section nine of the
Constitution. No reason was given
for this decision. However, 1t ap-
pears to be a direct response to the
recent decision of the Court relating
to Justice David Lambourne. which
had found that the government was
not entitled to deport him. All three

— Paul Heath, Peter Blanchard and
Rodney Hansen — are retired judg-
es from New Zealand.

It 1s not clear how this will af-
fect Lambourne. given that the At-
torney-General of Kiribati has not
given him a work visa as ordered
by the Court.

The suspension of the Court of
Appeal judges leaves Kiribati with
a huge gap when it comes to access
to justice. The only functioning
court is the Magistrates” Court



