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Ports, JICA sign

airport design deal

The Marshall Islands
Ports Authority and JICA
engincers and architects
signed a Technical Memo-
randum of the Preparatory
Survey for the Design of
the Airport Terminal Build-
ing at Amata Kabua Inter-
national Airport earlier this
week.

The memorandum paves
the way for JICA to con-
sider the design of the new
airport terminal to include:

e Cargo buildings for
United Airlines and AMI

* New parking structure

* New x-ray scanners

« Alternate energy

* New passenger board-
ing structure

* Medical facilities

* VIP Lounge.

The agreement was
signed by Majuro Nitiyjela
Member Stephen Phillip
on behalf of the Ports Au-
thority and Katsuya Tera-
bayashi, the deputy chief
consultant, JICA Study
Team, Onental Consultants
Global Co., Ltd.
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Pacific nations’ view of Pelosi ‘visit’

US Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi.

The recent visit to Tarwan by US
Speaker Nancy Pelosi has prompt-
ed a flurry of statements from Pa-
cific leaders and Chinese diplomats
in the region. It has highlighted
once again that Pacific countries
are very much in focus when it
comes to geostrategic competi-
tion. In Tuvalu, which recognizes
Tarwan, Foreign Mimister Simon
Kofe took to Twitter to condemn
China’s finng of missiles towards
Taiwan further to the Speaker’s

visit. However, in other countries
which recognize the People’s Re-
public of China, there has been a
range of statements reiterating the
centrality of the “One China Prin-
ciple” to relations between various
Pacific capitals and Beijing. Nota-
bly. Vanuatu’s acting Foreign Min-
ister reportedly referred to Taiwan
as ‘“an malienable part of China’s
territory.” Elsewhere Chinese dip-
lomats used local media to wrte
op-eds to reinforce Beijing’s view.

*Tess Newton Cain is the project lead for the Pacific Hub at the Griffith Asia Institute.



