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Late last week saw the some-
what awaited announcement of the
“Blue Pacific Partnership.” This
brings together the US. New Zca-
land. Australia, the United King-
dom, and Japan in an “informal
and inclusive™ grouping to support
the Pacific islands region.

The main focus of the group ap-
pears to be coordination of effort.
This will certainly be of interest to
Pacific island countries who can
find the transaction costs associ-
ated with multiple donors onerous.

Blue Pacitic Partnership launched

However. for an initiative that
is focused on coordination there is
little or no reference to coordina-
tion mechanisms that already exist
such as the Framework for Pacific
Regionalism or the Boe Declara-
tion and associated Action Plan.
This is likely to be seen as another
move to counter the growth of Chi-
nese influence in the Pacific islands
region. It also reflects increased
concern in Washington that the US
needs to re-engage with the region,
again as a counter to China.
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Pacific voices at Oceans Conference

Tuvalu Foreign Minister
Simon Kofe.

The UN Oceans Conference
is underway in Lisbon. Portugal.
As travel restrictions ease, Pacific
leaders and activists have been
able to participate and highlight
Pacific issues on a global plat-
form.

A particular point of concem for
the region is that of deep sea min-
ing. Both Palau and Fiji have used
the conference to call for a mora-
torium on this activity. seeking an
“alliance™ to prevent any further
activity. Samoa has backed their

call. However, other countries in
the region. such as Cook Islands
and Nauru, are actively supportive
of developing this industry.

This comes as the International
Seabed Authority is drawing up
regulations for deep sea mining.

The Foreign Minister for Tu-
valu, Simon Kofe. abruptly pulled
out of attending the conference.
This was in response to China re-
fusing to provide accreditation for
Taiwanese members of Tuvalu’s
delegation.



