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FSM officially welcomes
the FSS Tosiwo Nakayama

to the FSM

).
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June 4, 2022

Pohnpei—This  morning, beginning
under a torrential Pohnpei rain, the FSM
officially welcomed the FSS Tosiwo
Nakayama, the new Australia provided
Guardian Class surveillance wvessel, to
the FSM at a ceremony at the Marine
Surveillance Dock in Dekehtik, Pohnpei.

“Named after the esteemed first President of the
Federated States of Micronesia, this boat marks a
new era in maritime surveillance capabilities for
FSM.,” said Australia’s Ambassador to the FSM,
Jo Cowley. “This boat is Australian-built and 1s
part of Australia’s multibillion dollar program
called the Pacific Maritime Security Program.
Through this program, Australia is dedicated
to helping build a stronger FSM and stronger
Pacific Family. So together, we can ensure the
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security of our shared Blue Pacific, for
decades to come.”

She said that the new vessel, along with
another that will arrive in the FSM in
the coming months could do everything
the older vessels could do to protect the
life and livelihoods of FSM citizens
but they are bigger, faster, and have a
much greater range. For instance, the
FSS Tosiwo Nakayama could sail from
Pohnpei to Palau and back again on one
tank of fuel. It also takes a larger crew of
law enforcers; 23 compared to the 14-18
of the older Patrol Boats.

“This creates opportunities for new
Micronesian mariners to take their place
in the rich seafaring history of these
islands,” she said. “That includes women
as well as men; these boats are designed
to better accommodate mixed-gender
crews.”

Ambassador Cowley said that the crew
of the new vessel had been away from
home for four months. During that time,
they completed rigorous training in Perth,
Western Australia, before sailing 2500
miles to Darwin in Australia’s Northern
Territory. They then sailed to Caimns,

is named after our first President to keep
his pioneering legacy and memory alive.”

“It is appropriate for me to take this
opportunity to express our collective
gratitude and sincere appreciation to
the people and government of Australia
through you, Ambassador Cowley,
for this important flagship project and
patrol boat program under which these
maritime assets are looked after and
managed logistically, including training
afforded to the crew by the maritime
advisers, also provided by Australia to
ensure sustainability and longevity of the
program,” he said.

He then thanked and congratulated the
officers and crew of the maritime wing,
some of whom have been with the
program since its inception. “On behalf
of your government and people, I want
to say how proud we are for your service
and to thank you for your indomitable
spirit and strong commitment to your
country. We salute all of you, including
your Australian counterparts.”

“On behalf of the traditional leadership
around the island, I want to thank cach
and every one of you for taking care of
our islands for its security, safety, and so
many other things that are very beneficial
to our lives,” said Wasalapalap Isipahu
Herbert Hebel. “We love you all and
thank you for guarding over our lands and
our people.”
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Lomor 3 to OZ

The RMI Sea Patrol’'s Lomor 3 is
scheduled to head to Australia later this
week for repairs to extend its operating
life until a new Australia-funded patrol
vessel arrives in RMI.

Building on 32 years of partnership,
the Republic of the Marshall Islands and
Australian governments continue to co-
operate closely on maritime security.

The RMI Police Department and Sea
Patrol welcome the substantial contribu-
tion of the Australian Department of De-
fense and particularly Royal Australian
Navy for their ongoing support.

“An integral component of our coop-
eration program are the Australian Navy
technical advisors who have been help-
ing build Sea Patrol’s capacity to deliver
maritime surveillance, search and rescue

and other essential marine capabilities
across the RML." said the Australian Em-
bassy in a release issued this week.

The Lomor 3 will be transported to
Australia from June 9 for repairs, ensur-
ing its operating life continues to 2024.
The Lomor 3 was to be loaded onto an-
other vessel in Majuro late this week,
through a process in the lagoon that in-
volved no people-to-people contact, in
accordance with RMI's Covid-19 pre-
vention protocols.

The delivery of the new Guardian-
class patrol boat for the Marshall Islands
will occur by mid-2024, said the Austra-
lian Embassy. This timeline allows for
the extensive crew training required for
the new vessel which has been delayed
by Covid-19.



