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https://islandtimes.org/economic-security-will-strengthen-palau-japan-partnership-whipps/
https://islandtimes.org/japans-fm-graces-airport-grand-opening-ceremony/
https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/a_o/ocn/page6_000693.html
https://islandtimes.org/3700-signatures-to-keep-the-80-of-pnms-closed-submitted-to-hod/
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https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/466471/world-bank-plan-to-improve-marshall-islands-urban-areas
https://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/WO2204/S00225/republic-of-the-marshall-islands-to-become-first-pacific-island-nation-to-publish-fishing-activity-to-fishing-watch-map.htm
https://www.reuters.com/world/united-states-invite-pacific-leaders-white-house-ramp-up-diplomatic-ties-2022-05-02/
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/29/climate-crisis-not-china-is-biggest-threat-to-pacific-say-former-leaders
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/466421/solomons-tuna-plant-could-establish-thousands-of-new-jobs
https://www.samoaobserver.ws/category/samoa/98145
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ESM to open up in August

(Quarantine
not in plan

The FSM expects to open its bor-
ders in August with no quarantine re-
quired of inbound people, according
to the FSM President’s Office.

In a statement Monday this week,
President David Panuelo said it 1s the
aim of his government to reopen its
borders in August with returning per-
sons required only to show evidence
of being fully vaccinated against Co-
vid-19 and testing negative against
prior to boarding a flight to the FSM.

The FSM, like RMI, has remained
Covid-free. Like RMI, 1t also has
several “border” Covid positive cas-
es currently.

One positive case is in managed
quarantine in Pohnpei, while five
people who came in late last week to
Kosrae on a repatriation flight also
tested positive. They are all in quar-
antine.

The FSM also announced addi-
tional repatriation flights for May:

* Yap, May 1.

* Chuuk, May 11 and May 30.

* Pohnpei, May 14 and May 25.

* Kosrae, May 9 and May 23.

All repatriation flights are originat-
ing from Guam.
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Forum leaders to meet June 7 to 9

PM Frank Bainimarama.

The dates for the next meeting
of the Pacific Islands Forum lead-
ers have been announced with the
first in-person meeting since 2019
to be held in Suva from June 710 9.

The meeting will be chaired by
the Prime Minister of Fiji, Josiah
Voreqe (Frank) Baimmarama, who
will also be in the throes of an
election campaign at that time. It’s
likely to be one of the most closely
watched Forum leaders” meet-
ings as there are some extremely

important issues to be discussed
and resolved. It is expected that
the meeting will include discus-
sions of concerns arising from the
recently announced security agree-
ment between the Solomon Islands
and China. There 1s also the i1ssue
of whether the “Micronesian Five™
will or will not leave the PIF. The
withdrawals that were activated
early in 2021 are currently on
*pause’ until the end of June this
year.
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Update on PNG and F

Sitiveni Rabuka.

In Papua New Guinea, the dates
of this year’s elections have been
set. The start of the process has
been delayed by two weeks, with
the writs to be 1ssued on May 12.
The polling period will last for
two weeks, from July 9 to 22 with
the writs to be retumed by July
29. Elections in PNG are logisti-
cally challenging and expensive,
especially in relation to upholding
security during the long process.
Meanwhile, in Fii campaigning

LR

iji elections

for this year’s elections began on
April 26, however, there has not
yet been an announcement on when
the elections will take place. Parties
have begun to announce their can-
didate line-ups. Particular attention
is being paid to the new People’s
Alliance Party, led by former coup
leader, Sitiveni Rabuka. His party
is expected to mount a significant
challenge against the incumbent
Fij1 First government led by Josiah
Vorege (Frank) Bammimarama.



