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Majuro Atoll Local Government received a
patrol boat from the Marshall Islands Police
Department last month. Mayor Ladie Jack
said in his remarks that it 1s in MALGov’s
plan to establish a Marine Division office that
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will be located at Delap Park to house MAL-
Gov’s lagoon patrol boats as well as work-
ing with MIPD’s Sea Patrol to link together
to monitor systems that affect the Automatic
Identification System. The boat will be used
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for search and rescue, monitoring the lagoon,
patrolling to check for fuel spills, and ensur-
ing the laws are followed as well as Covid

prevention procedures are being followed.
Photo: Geovannie Johnson.
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Last minute reprieve for Pacific Forum

FSM President
David Panuelo.

Just as we thought it was all over
for the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF),
the Micronesian leaders have de-
livered what looks like a reprieve.

The Micronesian Presidents
met virtually late last week and
reached a consensus to put their
withdrawal from the PIF on a
“pause”. The Federated States of
Micronesia sent an official note
to the government of Fiji (as the
repository for the PIF) stating that
they were suspending their with-
drawal from the group. This came

just days before their exit process
was due to complete. We can ex-
pect similar notifications to come
from the other countries who acti-
vated their withdrawals last year:
Kinbati, Marshall Islands, Nauru,
and Palau.

FSM President David Panuelo
subsequently said that this shift re-
sulted from a promise on the part of
the PIF negotiators that the current
Secretary-General, Henry Puna,
would step aside to be replaced by
a Micronesian candidate.

Puna’s departure bound to
hurt the Forum’s reputation

The five Micronesia arca countries agreed at the end
of last week to “pause™ their scheduled pullout from the
Pacific Islands Forum. The FSM was in line to be the first
to exit the Forum this week, 12 months since it submitted
its “letter of denunciation™ of the Forum. The RMI was to
follow early next month.

All that is now on hold. The decision was reached
after New Zealand’s Pnme Minister Jacinda Ardern and
Australia’s Foreign Minister Marise Payne informed the
Micronesia area leaders late last week that current Forum
Secretary General Henry Puna will step down, reported
Radio New Zealand.

No doubt Australia and New Zealand exerted signifi-
cant influence in this development. This. despite the fact
that both are believed to have voted for Puna in the elec-
tion he won 9-8 over RMI’s and the Micronesia region’s
nominee, Ambassador Gerald Zackios. But this is big
picture geopolitics going into play. significantly above the
pay grade of most of the players.

In our view, if Puna leaves the Forum, it will never be
the same again. The Forum’s reputation as an organiza-
tion which prides itself in making decisions the Pacific

Way through consultation and consensus building wall
forever be sullied and stained.

And what’s to stop the Polynesians or the Melanesian
from doing the same thing in the future? To save face all
around, the RMI or Micronesia must take the high moral
ground of statesmanship and request Puna to remain as
SG, but insist the Pacific Islands Forum ratify the pro-
posed reforms. Puna was duly elected Secretary General
of the Forum in a vote, and majority rule 1s a fundamental
pillar of democracy.

The true spint of the Pacific way abhors “zero sum™
diplomacy with winners and losers in the manner the
ongoing Forum debacle has played out. The true Pacific
Way allows all parties to leave the table with something.
Anything less. will be selfishly un-Pacific and un-Mar-
shallese.

Our Marshall Islands leadership should remain true
to the spirit of democratic practice and the 1sland way.
Brinkmanship 1s only for dictators and authonitarian gov-
crnments. See the reform of the Forum to its conclusion
while moving forward in a conciliatory way that starts the
healing of this important regional institution.



