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Launched! FSS Tosiwo Nakayama

By Micronesia Surveillance Advisors

The 14th of October was a special day in
the life of the first of the new Guardian
Class patrol boats to be delivered to
FSM with FSS Tosiwo Nakayama
being launched into the water. The
new Guardian Class patrol boats will
provide FSM with increased capability
and endurance to conduct patrols within

the EEZ to protect the countries precious
fisheries resources. It will also allow for
quicker response times for Search and
Rescue operations as well as Medivacs
for seriously ill patients on the outer
islands.

FSS Tosiwo Nakayama will now
complete final fit out of equipment
alongside the wharf in Henderson,

WesternAustraliaas well asseatrials prior
to formal gifting to FSM by Australia 11
March 2022. The commissioning crew
for the vessel has been selected and will
depart for Australia carly January 2022
to undertake conversion training for
the new vessel. It is expected that FSS
Tosiwo Nakayama will arrive in FSM
late April 2022. The second of the new
Guardian Class vessels to be gifted to

FSM will be launched early 2022.

The Guardian Class patrol boat is based
on Austal’s proven patrol boat design
and is 39.5 metres long with a beam of 8
metres and a loaded draft of 2.5 metres. It
is capable of traveling at 20 knots and at
12 knots possesses a 3,000 nautical mile
range. Each vessel can accommodate 23

people.
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Pohnpei State steps back repatriation effort to S0 passengers per flight
and one flight per month

By Bill Jaynes
The Kaselehlie Press

October 7, 2021

Pohnpei—An October 7 letter from
Dr. Elizabeth Keller, Chairperson of
Pohnpei’s COVID-19 Emergency Task
Force, outlined Pohnpei’s slow-down plan
for repatriation efforts. The letter, written
to Marcus Samo, Secretary for the FSM
Department of Health and Social Affairs
(DSHA) was purported to not be new
information to the Secretary. It outlined
previously held discussions between the
FSM and the Pohnpei State governments.

Pohnpei’s new standards include stepping
back of total passengers that Pohnpei will
accept on each repatriation to 50 total
passengers. Pohnpei will be accepting
only one repatriation per month with a
minimum of 21 days between flights.
All documents related to issuance of the

Certificate of Qualified Entry (CQE)
such as the application for the Certificate
of Qualified Entry, copy of passport bio-
page, and copy of vaccination card should
be received by the Chairperson of the
Pohnpei COVID-19 Emergency Task
Force one week (7 days) prior to entry
into pre-—quarantine in Guam to provide
ample time for review and approval prior
to issuance of the Certificate of Qualified
Entry.

The letter included a Repatniation
Flowchart. According to the flowchart,
cach State Health Task Force would select
travelers and transmit that list to the Consul
General office in Guam. The Consul
General would then contact travelers, ecach
of whom will be required to quarantine for

14 days in Guam at the site designated by
the FSM Government.

The FSM’s standard for quarantine in
Guam is actually 10 days rather than the 14
days mentioned in Dr. Keller’s flowchart.

During quarantine, Health Services Pacific
(HSP) would manage daily monitoring.
On day seven and 72 hours prior to
travel day, HSP would manage swab
collection for COVID-19 testing, receive
the test results and convey the results to
the traveler and to the Consul General
for communication with FSM-DHSA.
Positive COVID-19 travelers would be
excluded while the rest would be allowed
to travel to the FSM.

The Guam Department of Transportation
would be responsible for transporting

travelers from quarantine site to the airport.
Once in the FSM State, travelers will be
transported to mandatory quarantine in the
designated facilities for 14 days, at least
according the flowchart included in the
letter. However, the actual number of days
required for quarantine is only seven.

The next repatriation flight had been
scheduled for October 27 but there are
currently difficulties between the lists
of people scheduled for repatnation
according to the National Government,
which controls the FSM’s borders
and the list provided by Pohnpei State
Government.



