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: Automatic Identification System (B&hfniazHbI=RE)
: Bridge Resource Management (k1—Y>IZ—-Bh1lEZ2BEMELIAME(CXTTREER)
: Division of Marine Law Enforcement (GB_LEDHITED X/\SAE - ZR|IAHEM

&)
Division of Maritime Security and Fish & Wildlife Protection (/{5AiE_FZ%R
B Zm - AT A L VMRFESD)

: Electronic Chart Display and Information System (BFEBRFRIERIATLA)
: Exclusive Economic Zone (BFthEV#RZKizk)

: Emergency Position-Indicating Radio Beacon (GEERAIEIEREFZN)

: Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (KIEE:EETA—T LEAZEMLRT)

: Fisheries and Maritime Institute (/0% 7EFB 7Y TINPITEDEBIEHLRET)

: Federated States of Micronesia (V0% 7iER)

: Federated States Ship (ZV0RS7EFBKLRML)

: High Frequency (52iK%)

: Japan agency of Maritime Education and Training for Seafarers

(EIZATBUEN BEEEHE)

: Maritime Domain Awareness CGEFIATIENE)

: Medium Frequency (9iK)

: Joint Operation Center (DMSFWP [T&(C&BSNIHiaERESTY-)
: Lieutenant Commander (4Mfk)

: Mobile Cooperation Team (B _HRZTOEENELAROERLF—L)

: Memorandum of Understanding (E2)

: Maritime Surveillance Adviser

(V0T 7EECRESN TV S SIBEDE L ERT R (H-)

: Non-Government Organization (GEEUFER)

: Nippon Survival Training Center (HAY/\1)ULKL—Z>401>4-)

: Official Development Assistance (EUFFRIFEIER)

: Palau International Coral Reef Center (J\SAERY>IMEL>5—)

: Pacific Maritime Security Program (RMHIKXFEFBULEICHTU. H—717 a3



fin. FEEEE(R, 7 RI\(Y—IE. MRS ADMZEESRE 228 I 25%)
PNMS : Palau National Marine Sanctuary (\SAEIEE{REX)

PPB : Pacific Patrol Boat (ZMhBHE5ENTz 30m HRESRME)

PPBP : Pacific Patrol Boat Program (ZJN®D PPB )

PSS : Palau Surveillance Ship (J\SAKKRAR)

RMI : Republic of the Marshall Islands (¥—3+)LiEEEH0E)

RMIS : Republic of the Marshall Islands Ship (¥—3v)L 38 BHANEKRME)
ROP : Republic of Palau (JVSAHFIE)

TA : Technical Adviser (V0 7E&EICRIESN TLRSEBE DT RN/ H-)

USCG : United States Coast Guard (CREAFEZ1mEM)
VHF : Very High Frequency (#B%5K)
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On April 25, 2025, Mr. ISHIKAWA Masaya, Managing
Director, and Mr. ISHIZUMI Yu, Deputy Managing
Director, both from the Japan Association of Marine
Safety (JAMS) based in Singapore, met with
Ambassador ORIKASA Hiroyuki and discussed
maritime security issues in this region. JAMS is being
funded by the Nippon Foundation.

@ Embassy of Japan in Palau (fE/\ZA4H%E ...

148



020254 10 A 29 H 1E/(SAHMEBAREKREEER-LR-

® FENSHEFEKMER 2
Embassy of Japan in the Republic of Palau Google 82 Peorrein - BN

=L KERERA | AN | —EMBEE | /SSARNERA L) Bk NEEY b U |

b T =37 > BRGSO AR

| xmmmEneox e

HHTEI0R298

20254108298, BFBEBIERS - o2 AR - VERERFROEAMES YIEEHRL. I FEEBECEAGY XSF B0 3RS RERIEARY 5RO DVTHERELEL .

149



KEDAM Ry/E{mBdiE

02025F 4 A 23 B REIEEERHHE

REE

. Y4 P Y ;%i 2

s EEHS o

Blwm s 4 A

T A

~T O K #

HEDOREE R 9]

ZEEAZ EQ

EILITMBE '

WifT— REHES

—WTEH *&RE0E

Enl HiEs

CENE REGOBCSERCMH1 28RS

EEVR EHLEERIUBRANGE TRAERVREE
NE AHBLEoELEEDENEROEQ I B
HEw W ol ESHTEILEILEs "L
Uigse BEY =2 HEZDHDE D EH2 “Hm 2 L@
mEE ZmRNRNEEZTHERSEI WSV E

02025 F 4 A 29 H T/\SAHMEBAAREXRELER—LR-
® NS A AREAMRERE
Embassy of Japan in the Republic of Palau (RETr C— v e Tee e | B

| #en | xemme | sswe | cewes | ccasemss | mmwn | omese | asseor | uss

b T > T L) HEMREOLHERMBICAE

| wimm rr 4L, PEERROESRERBIZAS

SHTHE4R290

2025FAA1TA. NFFOEEE (74 L) MREICICOEEREFECD., ERBEF v IBRTICABLEL. ABONZ. HROBFLICEZEHNVRDERITE L. FH LIZ01TFEICAEH
HicLDESThLOTT.

150



020254 4 A 29 H 1E/\SAHFEHAEKX{FELE Facebook, X

Embassy of Japan in Palau (f£/¢34 8% ...
EAfEmE)
48298 - @

On April 17, 2025, the patrol boat PSS KEDAM was at
anchor in the Kagoshima port to conduct a 2-month-

long overhaul. The crews were warmly welcomed by L ENSABEEAERE (... —
the people in Kagoshima when KEDAM approached ‘L' @Of:a\au °
the port. PSS KEDAM was provided by The Nippon

Foundation in 2017. AR17H. BAMELHES L1/ 4 ONEM

Tr& Ly b2 AMOEHRBROS. BERE
BICHELE L 5 NBOBRIE, WROFLICK
ZENMVEIERTE LY @NipponZaidan

FHI10:37 - 20265F4F 290 - 6,562 #DF R

Q2 1165 Q 367 [a i

020254 5 A 6 H E/\SAHHMEBAREAELE Facebook. X

Embassy of Japan in Palau (E/X\ZA 8% ...

[EXfERE)

2380 - Q@
The overhaul of PSS KEDAM is underway! During his
stay in Kagoshima, Capt. Mayce Ngirmeriil responded
to local TV interview, expressing his gratitude to
quality maintenance services Kedam has been
receiving. =
Click thig link for the interview clip: |l ERSARSEAEM (. &
https:/fnews yahoo.co.jp/articles/ == @0fPalau
66faa2580261b0eb01821e1804d52c0cf7b4ae65

IKSAOKIRMR 7Y Ly FERBTEMRRE
Efih 5 KKBERBHEIC L 37 5 LAMEAD
B b fThh & U fogg @kkb5mobile
news.yahoo.co.jp/articles/66faa...

1#%2:39 - 2025558608 - 3,917 #OFR

Cha 138 Q 263 3 2
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Larry catches biggest billfish

July 10, 2025 by Joumsl

v &L
Captain Larry Hernandez, I, at left in boat and his team with the winning 349 pound marlin althe
Shoreline Dock for weigh in. Photo: Corrie Lejjena.

KAREN EARNSHAW

It iz unfikely that any of the fisherfolk taking part in the 43rd Marshalls Bilfish Club Annual Fishing Tournament
had any patches of dry clothes or skin by the time they reached the clubhouse on both Friday and Saturday
afternoons.

Between the two, the first day of fishing delivered the most punishment: “The encrmous waves were coming right
over the boat,” grimaced one fisherguy. “The rain was blowing horizontal, you couldn’t get away from it,” said
another.

Friday marming started out being promising, but after a few hours the heavens looked like a flack of dead
penguins and a bed of oysters. Wild squalls were developing and pressing down on the flzet and were most
punishing on the smallest craft.

Fortunately, though, everyone did just fine, with the big navy blue XXX being the enly ons to suffer mobility
issues. As it was relatively close to Arno, Captain Ben Reimers was refieved to have his boat towed to Ame dock
by the Lomar IL.

(25)
D422 b= A2 NafER . ShUT

Of the 27 boats taking part in the event, 10 boats weighed in fish on Friday and the same number on Saturday.

Team Hangloose Captain Larry Hemandez, |l fishing ocn Baron Bigler's boat Li-Manbwini, wen fotal pounds that

included his winning 364 pound markin. n oy - o
e R=hD 1 EMBLWZT-IUCEDT IV B

There was a big crowd watching the weigh-in on the club side of Shoreling, while a similar-szed group of

onleokers were on the fleating dock side, concentrating on the fish being brought in as part of the Urok Club 111\41 T%@J%D‘Eﬂﬂ@(ﬁ’)ﬁo

tournament.

LOMOR I MMRIBARITURIR— bEY

A splash of color and beauty graced both docks in the form of Miss Billfish 2025 Taylani Mwedrik Lucky and Miss

Uirok 2025 Alsna Alexandria Marie Herandez. :)lui_cil,\ﬂﬁ,bt'_c
The sun shone dowen on Sunday's picnic at Enemanst and Monday evening was the banguet at the Jokutaak 2& I\_j_xs/ I\(:(I 27 %0)7'—‘\‘_ I\b\‘;/;t”]

event venue next to the lagoon in RRE Hotel's garden.

o » =n
The area was filled with many, many fisher champions and their families and friends, with the biggest champion lJ\ 364 7r\> |\ (165kg) 0)7] :‘:;&i’JD

of all being one of the Bilfish Club's founding fathers, Wally Milne, who won the prestigious President's Cup with N .
3,244 points. Congratulations go to Wally and his team and all the other expent fisherfolk who won trophies and J:Lfta:_hb\iéﬂ%bto
other prizes.
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Today friends and family of RMIS Lomor 03 farewelled
Capt Jibas and crew as they departed Marshallese
waters for the last time in Lomor.

After 34 years of faithful service to the government
and people of the Marshall Islands, RMIS Lomor 03
will make one last voyage. We all wish Capt Jibas and
the crew fair winds and following sea as you make
your way south to Brisbane.

Thankyou Lomor, we salute you and all those that
called you home.

RMIS Lomor 03 arrived in Majuro with her Royal
Australian Navy escort, HMAS Dubbo, in June 1991.
Lomor will decommission in Brisbane on 02nd
October, after 34 years service. Lomor was one of 22
Pacific Class Patrol Boats donated by Australia is the
last one in service, also the longest serving.

The legacy that Lomor leaves in the Marshall Islands
will live on in the new Guardian Class Patrol Boats,
RMIS Jelmae.

020254 9 H 26 H The Marshall Islands Journal (¥—3v)L:%EIRHERRE])

Lomor 03 patrol boat retires

September 26, 2025 by Journal ¥

The Lomor 03 patrol boat is pictured in this drone photo last weekend as it headed out of Majuro
lagoon on its last voyage to Australia for decommissioning after 34 years of service to the Marshall
Islands.

The RMI Sea Patrol's Lomor 03 departed Majuro for the |ast time last weekend.

It is heading to Australia to be decommissioned — a fancy way to say its life is over after 34 years of
providing search and rescue support, fisheries surveillance, and collection and investigation of drugs on
remote outer islands.

Lomor 03 will be replaced next year by a new, larger and more sophisticated patrol vessel. The Australian
government funded the building of the Lomor 03, including multiple refits and maintenance dry-docking

services in Australia over its 34 year life.

Australia is funding the new Guardian-class patrol vessel, one of many being donated by Australia to Pacific
islands in support of surveillance and monitoring programs.
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_ Overview:

Japan is strengthening its partnership with Palau to enhance maritime security. On Oct. 8,
the Japan Association of Marine Safety (JAMS) and the Japanese Embassy in Palan

 Top torios

Japan Association of Marine Safety and e e
Embassy Collaborate to Boost Palau's waters.
Maritime Security

By: Laurel Marewibuel
i e Gtoner Q0

On Oct. 8, Ambassador Hiroyuki Orikasa met with Masahide Nakao, director of the
International Cooperation Team for the Mieronesia Region at the Japan Association of
Marine Safety (JAMS), and his team to discuss strengthening maritime security in Palan
through coordinated donor efforts.

Ms. Yamamoto member of the Japan Embassy says, since fiscal vear 2011, JAMS has
supported Micronesia’s maritime security by providing three small patrol boats and the
PSS KEDAM vessel to Palau. They have also dispatched maritime security advisors to
assist the Palan Marine Law enforeement.

JAMS is currently focused on enhancing the capabilities of Palaw’s Marine Law officers.
Their efforts include on-the-job training and instruction at manufacturers’ facilities,
teaching officers how to maintain vessels and replace aging parts to ensure reliable
operations for patrols, search and rescue missions, and other essential duties.

Because multiple countries are assisting Palau in maritime security, officials emphasized
the importance of donor eoordination to avoid duplication in training programs and
schedules. Both JAMS and the Embassy expressed a strong commitment to improving
information sharing with other donors to maximize the effectiveness of support.

During their visit to the Embassy, the JAMS team — who were in Palau to repair one of
the patrol boats — provided an update on the progress of maritime security capacity-
‘building efforts in the country, underscoring the ongoing partnership to help Palau
safeguard its waters.
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Nakamura to JICA KCCP training

= bylsland Times  October 28, 2025
=

Jeremy Nakamura, Police Officer II, at the Division of Maritime Security at the Ministry
of Justice has been accepted to JICA KCCP Training in Japan. The training course,
Maritime Search and Reseue, Maritime Disaster Prevention and Marine Environment
Protection, is geared for participants who recognize the issues and challenges in their
organization including human resource development (HRD), based on the acquired
knowledge and skills about maritime search and rescue (SAR), marine disaster
prevention and marine environment protection. Participants of this training will create
an action plan for their respective organization.

Other participating countries are Indonesia, Vietnam, Marshall Islands, Solomon
Islands, Tuvalu, Samoa, Tanzania, Djibouti and Madagascar. The training will be held
from October 27 to December 6, 2025,
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Tkel completes master’s program

= bylsland Times  October 28, 2025
=

Francis Tkel, Police Lieutenant of the Division of Marine Law Enforcement & Maritime
Security at the Ministry of Justice suceessfully completed the KCCP Master's Program
for Maritime Safety and Security Policy Program, earning his certificate by JICA and
awarded the degree of Master of Policy Studies after completing all requirements at
National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) and Japan Coast Guard
Arademy (JCGA).

This program contributes to reinforcing partnerships among the participant’s country
by helping to maintain a strong and sustainable network among maritime safety and

security related organizations in the Indo-Pacific region. This will help to preserve and
develop international maritime order in the region in accordance with the rule of law.

(BE)

DMSFWP O Francis Tkel (I3>3X-#)l) ZEp#E. B EERBERIOJSL (MSP) @ KCCP (Knowledge
Co-Creation Program) {E1iRIEZ#RTUIL, BERAKRAKFREAZE (GRIPS) MUNBEREZKRFR (JCGA) [CTPR
EDFIZZAESD. JICA LNMETIIEZIZSINZLLD(C, BURHEIE T OFAEEUSUIZ.

AIOT 3L SHIEROEER(GICEIT LB, 1> RREHRICH 38 L 22k NE R ZEEEREMO
SREIN DIFHE IR RY N — D DHERS B A (RE T ZBM. TNICLD, SEOZELICE DK E RS EIRF O R UFR
RCHS5 I3 ENEAFEINTLS,

158



KEEX—AIEEN VTSI BECES

020254 11 H 6 H The Marshall Islands Journal (¥—3v)L:EEIRHERRE)

US-RMI ship deal

MNovember 6, 2025 by Journal
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Marshall Islands Foreign Minister Kalani Kaneko, fifth from right, and US Ambassador Laura Stone, to
his left, signed an enhanced Shiprider Agreement and then posted with US and RMI law enforcement
officials next to the Coast Guard Cutter Frederick Hatch.

The Marshall Islands and United States governments last week signed a Shiprider Agreement, marking an
important milestone in the ongoing partnership between the two nations to promote maritime security, safety, and
sovereignty across the Pacific region.

The signing ceremony took place in Majuro and was attended by senior officials from both governments,
including US Ambassador Laura Stone and Foreign Minister Kalani R. Kaneko.

The purpose of the Shiprider Agreement is to supplement the procedures of US law enforcement vessels to
receive approval from the RMI government to conduct law enforcements activities, including boarding of vessels,
to combat illicit maritime activities, such as illegal fishing, trafficking in persons, and other transnational crimes
within the Marshall Islands’ Exclusive Economic Zone.

“This agreement reflects our shared commitment to protecting the vast ocean resources of the Marshall Islands
and ensuring the safety and security of our maritime domain,” said Kaneko. “It is another demonstration of the
strong and enduring partnership between our two countries under the Compact of Free Association.”

This Shiprider Agreement builds upon the existing framework of cooperation under the Compact of Free

Association and aligns with the Pacific Partnership's broader objectives to promote regional stability, sustainable
ocean management, and collective maritime security.
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Search Suspended for Missing Palau
Fisherman After Boat Found Near Angaur

Seven-day air and sea operation ends after vessel recovered 110 miles southwest of Koror

(ES)

by Island Times ~ January 12, 2026

. Credit: Supplied

Overview:

Authorities have suspended the search for missing Palau fisherman Kailang Asanuma after
a seven-day air and sea operation ended with the recovery of his boat southwest of Angaur.
Despite extensive efforts by loeal agencies, state rangers and U.S. Coast Guard aircraft, no
sign of Asanuma was found.

By: Summer Kennard

KOROR. Palau (January 8, 2026) — Authorities have suspended the search for
local fisherman Kailang Asanuma after seven days of eoordinated air and sea
operations, following the recovery of his boat 110 miles from Koror, southwest of
Angaur, officials said Thursday.

Asanuma was reported missing Jan. 2 after failing to return from a fishing trip that
began early Dec. 31, 2025. Family members told the Ministry of Justice that Asanuma
informed his niece he would return the following day. When he did not arrive as
planned, she filed a missing person report.

Director of Publie Safety Curtis Elobt said marine and aerial search assets were deployed

the same day the report was received and continued over the following days, covering a
wide area of Palauan waters.

Q0

“Five Marine Law Enforcement boats were deployed and conducted continuous searches
from Friday through the weekend,” Elobt said. “Additional aerial support arrived in the
following days to expand the search area.”

On Monday, a P-8 Navy aircraft arrived from Japan to assist alongside the T.5. Coast
Guard. Because of limited daylight, the aircraft conducted a brief search before nightfall.
On Tuesday and Wednesday, the P-8 carried out about four hours of aerial searching
each day, Elobt said.

The P-8 departed Wednesday, and later that day a U.S. Coast Guard C-130 aireraft
arrived from Honolulu to continue the search.

“The C-130 located Mr. Asanuma’s boat from the air southwest of Angaur, about 110
miles from Koror around 2 p.m. on Wednesday,” Elobt said. “Unfortunately, Mr.
Asanuma was not on the boat.”

Marine patrol boats attempted to reach the vessel Wednesday evening but were unable
to do so because of darkness. Early Thursday morning, Marine Law Enforcement
officers located the boat and began towing it.

“The patrol boat Remeliik is currently pulling Mr. Asanuma’s boat, with an estimated
arrival time of 5 p.m. today,” Elobt said.

Chief of Marine Law Temdik Ngirblekuu said the search covered extensive areas of the
country’s waters.

“Since the day we received the report, we covered areas up to 50 miles west of Palau,
through the Rock Islands in Koror, down to Angaur, west of Kavangel, and northward as
well,” Ngirblekou said.

Minister of Justice Jennifer Olegeriil said the effort involved state rangers from
Ngatpang, Ngarchelong, Koror and Kayangel, as well as private boat operators and
members of Asanuma’s family. The Palau Chamber of Commerce, working with the
Ministry of Justice, also asked tour operators to remain vigilant during daily operations.

Additional assistance was provided by local aviation companies PM Air and Smile Air.

After locating the boat, the C-130 aircraft deployed buoys to study ocean currents in the
area and continued aerial searches through Thursday until sundown.

Officials said the standard five-day search period ended Tuesday, but the family
requested two additional days, extending operations through Thursday.

“As of today, the seventh day, the search will be suspended at sundown,” Olegeriil said.
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New patrol boat given to RMI

February 5, 2026 by Joumal

Australian Minister for Resources Madeleine King and RMI Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Kalani
Kaneko participated in the formal handover of the Guardian-class patrol boat Jelmae during a ceremony
in Western Australia January 29. Australia's Pacific Maritime Security Program is the cornerstone of the
Australian Defense Department’s engagement in the Pacific, which includes the provision of 23
Guardian-class patrol boats and three landing craft to Pacific island countries.

Photo: LSIS Shaun Chatfield.

The Marshall Islands late last week took delivery of a new Guardian-class Patrol Boat, RMIS Jelmae, in a
ceremony at HMAS Stirling, Western Australia

Foreign Minister Kalani Kaneko received the vessel on behalf of the RMI govemment.

The vessel is expected to strengthen the Marshall Islands’ maritime capability and assist in responding to
national and regional priorities.

The vessel will replace Pacific Patrol Boat, RMIS Lomor 03, which was delivered to the Marshall Islands by
Australia in 1991. RMIS Lomor 03 was the longest-serving Pacific Patrol Boat, operating for almost 35 years.

RMIS Jelmae is the 23rd vessel delivered under Australia’s Pacific Maritime Security Program — a 30-year
commitment with its Pacific partners to support a stable, prosperous and secure region.

Last week's milestone marked the final delivery of a Guardian-class Patrol Boat to a Pacific partner nation under
the Pacific Maritime Security Program.

“Through our partnership with the Republic of the Marshall Islands, we are increasing regional maritime security
and will be more effective in tackling our shared regional challenges together,” commented Susan Bodell, First

Assistant Secretary, Pacific Division.

“The Pacific Maritime Security Program is empowering protection of the Pacific, by the Pacific — by delivering
enduring sovereign capability that is underpinned by through-life sustainment, training and regional coordination.”
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Pacific’s cocaine super highway

February 13, 2026 by Joumal =

e e
This drug-running speed boat washed into Amo Atoll earlier this month. Known by law enforcement as a

“narco boat,” the vessel sports four big outboard engines for high speed transport of drugs in the
submarine-like enclosed hull. RMI law enforcement authorities said they are looking into the matter.
Photo: Arthmen Laukon.

GIFF JOHNSON

The multiple drug busts and discovery of “narco boats” washed into Pacific Islands demonstrates that the Pacific
—and in particular the South Pacific — is a highway for drug distribution to Australia and New Zealand

From the beginning of January through February 12, law enforcement officials have confiscated over 14 tons of
cocaine captured onthe high seas or on vessels in ports, while an additional nearly half a ton (1,000 pounds)
was confiscated from a container in port, wrote New Zealand journalist Michael Field in a story carried on The
Pacific Newsroom page on Facebook last weekend.

He said the estimated value of the multiple drug busts amounted to $2 4 billion.

Field discussed emerging patemns and put together a prefiminary list of drug busts and narco boat seizures,
including one at Amo Atoll in 2026.

*A cocaine logistics corridor is consolidating across the South Pacific,” Fields said. “Originating in Colombia and
Peru, multi-ton shipments are increasingly being pushed toward Australia and New Zealand, bypassing heavily
patrolled Caribbean and Central American routes:

“The emerging pattern suggests:

« Use of fishing vessels, cargo ships and semi-submersibles (known as ‘narco-subs’)
« Offshore transfers along eastem Pacific mariime lanes

+ Offfoading and repackaging points in loosely moritored island jurisdictions

« Fiji appears to have functioned s a staging or redistribution node in early 2026."

He points to the of many being discovered around region
*No regional autherity maintains a public register of abandoned narco-subs or low-profile vessels found in Pacific

waters,” he said. *Reporting indicates a growing number of discoveries.”
This includes narco subs found washed up in the Solomon Islands in 2024 and 2025, including:

+ Ontong Java Atoll — Semi-submersible found emply, engines removed; later converted for local use
+ Ramos Island — Vessel discovered by member of parliament during fishing trip; empty, engines missing
« Malaita Province — Drifted ashore: no cargo or crew.

“All three appear to have been abandoned after offioad.” Fields said.

He noted that a semi-submersible drifted ashore at Amo Atoll earlier this month. Engines attached; no crew or
cargo.

In 2025, the Marshall Islands saw so much cocaine wash ashore on muiple atolls and islands that one law
enforcement official commented: “Its raining cocaine.” After decades of occasional professionally wrapped
packages of cocaine washing into islands in RMI, 2025 saw an explosion of these unexpected drugs. Since the
Marshall Islands population is not a target for drug cartels in South and Central America, these discoveries of
narco boats or packages of cocaine on beachs in the RMI possibly reflect drug runners dumping drug cargoes
overboard when law enforcement such as the US Coast Guard searches vessels suspected otherwise drug
running. And prevailing ocean currents do the rest

In April last year, national police picked up over 45 pounds of cocaine an Wotho, brought it back to Ebeye, and
incinerated it Next, RMI Sea Patrol was dispatched to Jaluit where it confiscated over 20 pounds of similarly
packaged cocaine. Later in the year, a small amount was collected from Jeh Allinglaplap — law enforcement said
they believe there is more that wasn't tuned over. And reports of cocaine on multiple other outer islands,
including Amo, kept rolling in last year.

Fields pointed out that there hasn't baen a confirmed multi-ton seizure of cocaine in Tonga to date, though vessel
sightings have been reported

Fields included a 2026 “Running Sheet" of drug busts in the Pacific since January:

« January 15, Tavua, Fifi: Seizure of 2.64 tons of cocaine with an estimated value of $550 million. Palice
believe the drugs were delivered by semi-submersible vessel although no delivery craft was located.

« January 16, high seas, East of French Polynesia: Seizure of 4.87 tons of cocaine. Drug smuggling vessel
MV Raider, Togo-flagged cargo ship. Drugs destroyed at sea. Vessel and crew released. French authorities
assessed the shipment was bound for Australia or New Zealand

« February 2, high seas, East of French Polynesia: Seizure of 4.24 tons of cocaine. Operation: Joint action
involving French forces and New Zealand Customs. Drug cargo destroyed. Unnamed vessel and crew
released

« February 5, Port of Papeete, French Polynesia: Seizure of 473.5kg (1,043 pounds) of cocaine. Method
Concealed inside a container bound for Australia. Origin: United States. Transited Caribbean before arrival
in Papeete. Unike the offshore seizures, this was a conventional container interception.

« February 12, high seas, East of French Polynesia: Seizure of 2.4 tons of cocaine. Vessel: Unnamed foreign-
flagged ship. Drugs destroyed. Unnamed vessel and crew released after flag state declined to cede
jurisdiction

The January 16, February 2 and February 12 drug busts on the high seas east of French Polynesia confirmed
the drug delivery carridor in the South Pacific as authorities confiscated multiple multi-ton maritime drug
shipments in the same corridor within weeks of each other.
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MAJURO, MARSHALL ISLANDS - March 25, 2026 -
H.E. President Hilda C. Heine attended the docking
and arrival ceremony of the Republic of the Marshall
Islands' new Guardian-class patrol boat, RMIS
Jelmae, donated by the Government of Australia. The
ceremony marked a significant national milestone,
including the disembarkation of the vessel's crew,
who departed Majuro in September of last year to
undergo extensive training in preparation for
operating the new patrol boat and safely sailing her
home.

The arrival of RMIS Jelmae strengthens the nation's
maritime security and surveillance capabilities,
supporting the protection of ocean resources,
fisheries, and national borders. The RMI is deeply
grateful to Australia for its partnership and the
generous handover of the RMIS Jelmae.

Photo Courtesy: Chewy Lin & NTA
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