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: Automatic Identification System (B&hfiniaHbI=RE)
: Bridge Resource Management (£1—Y>I5—F51E2BRIELARE(TT33IHR)
: Division of Marine Law Enforcement ((B_LEDHITED X/\SAE - ZR|IAHER
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Division of Maritime Security and Fish & Wildlife Protection (/{5A}E_FZ%R
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: Electronic Chart Display and Information System (BFERFRIERIATLA)
: Exclusive Economic Zone (BFthEV#RFKizk)

: Emergency Position-Indicating Radio Beacon (GEEBAIEIERERZHN)

: Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (KIEE:EETA—T LEAZEMLRT)

: Fisheries and Maritime Institute (/0% 7EFB 7Y TINPITEDEBIEHLRET)

: Federated States of Micronesia (Z70R7E)

: Federated States Ship (V047 EFBKRML)

: High Frequency (52iK)

: Japan agency of Maritime Education and Training for Seafarers
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: Maritime Domain Awareness (GEFIATIENE)

: Medium Frequency (99iK)

: Joint Operation Center (DMSFWP [T&(C&BSNIHiaERESTY-)
: Lieutenant Commander (4Mfk)

: Mobile Cooperation Team (B _HRZTOEENELAROERLF—L)

: Memorandum of Understanding (E2)

: Maritime Surveillance Adviser

(VORI 7EECRESN TV S SBEDE L ERT F(H-)

: Non-Government Organization (GEEUFER)

: Nippon Survival Training Center (HAY/\()ULKL—Z>401>4-)

: Official Development Assistance (EUFFRIFEIERN)

: Palau International Coral Reef Center (J\SAERY> IR 5—)

: Pacific Maritime Security Program (RMHIKFEFBULEICHTU. H—717 ka3
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RMI
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USCG
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: Palau National Marine Sanctuary (\SAEIEE{REX)

: Pacific Patrol Boat (ZMM5HE5ENTz 30m HRESRME)

: Pacific Patrol Boat Program (Z/M® PPB £%£)

: Palau Surveillance Ship (J\SAKKRAR)

: Republic of the Marshall Islands (¥—3+)LiEEEF0E)

: Republic of the Marshall Islands Ship (¥—3v )L BHANEKRAL)
: Republic of Palau (JVSAHEFIE)
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: Trilateral Working Group (3 &7—-+>44)L—7)

: United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (EEZEY)ICTEEHF)
: United States Coast Guard (CKERFZ4EkK)

: Very High Frequency (#B%5iR)
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Taiwanese tourist diver missing after Sunday
dive in Palau

AR

= bylsland Times  April 12,2024
oo

L2

KOROR, Palau — A search is underway for a 46-year-old Taiwanese tourist who went

missing after a dive expedition on Sunday, April 7, 2024.

The woman, identified as Wang Yi Wen, was part of a 14-person group that went diving
early Sunday morning at Ongingiang, a dive site outside the reef of Ulong rock island.
According to Bureau of Public Safety Public Information Officer Chief Ngiramengior,

the divers surfaced and were returning to the boat when the woman dropped her camera

and went back underwater to retrieve it.

“By the time the dive guide re-entered the water, the diver could not be located,” Chief

Ngiramengior said.

Authorities were immediately notified, and a search began with all four search boats
from Marine Law and Fish & Wildlife, along with assistance from private boat operators.
An aerial search is also ongoing with support from Smile Air and PMA Air.

Weather conditions were good at the time of the incident, but Chief Ngiramengior said
currents in the area could be a factor.

Palau’s search regulations mandate a five-day official search effort, after which it may be
called off. Yesterday was the last day for the official search. However, private search
parties can continue their efforts bevond that timeframe.

€:3=)
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Nine divers found safe after being swept
North Of PEIeliu corner by Leilani Reklai  December 31, 2024

KOROR, Palau — Nine divers from China, three women and five men, were rescued a
iss] ile divi 1 Previous report
from authorities reported eight divers, including a dive guide, but according to dive

operator, they were nine divers, including dive guide. They were found nearly 30 miles

north of their dive site near the Mutiaur reef svstem, northwest of Peleliu Corner.

The divers failed to surface at 11:45 a.m. Thursday, prompting an extensive search

involving private tour operators, Koror and Peleliu state rangers, and the Division of
Marine Law Enforcement (DMLE).

“We deployed PSS Remeliik I patrol boat, two smaller reseue boats—Kabekl and Bul—
as well as PMA aireraft,” said DMLE Chief Temedik Ngireblekuu. “Based on previous
dive incidents at the same site, we initially focused the search to the south, between

Angaur and the southwest islands.”

Ngireblekuu emphasized the challenges of the search, noting the strong currents at
Peleliu Corner. “In the last incident, the divers were found south between Angaur and
the southwest island within hours, which shows how fast the current ean be. At this rate,
the smaller rescue boats can’t keep up, so we deployed the PSS Remeliik patrol boat,” he
said.

Despite the initial focus to the south, the search shifted north based on U.S. Coast Guard
drift modeling, which helped pinpoint the likely location of the missing divers.

“This is the first time that the divers were found north instead of south,” Ngirebleluu
noted, highlighting the unusual outcome.

Jerome Sakurai, a private boat operator involved in the search, was the first to spot the
group. He explained that four private boats were part of the search party and
coordinated their efforts by heading north in parallel. “We were driving northward in
parallel when I spotted a safety sausage, signaling the divers’ location,” Sakurai told
Island Times. He said they found the divers a little after 2 pm on Friday, December 27,
2024.

Sakurai said the divers appeared well when they were found and were brought to the
Kemba dock at Malakal, Koror. From there, ambulances transported them to the
national hospital for medical evaluations. All eight divers were declared in good health
and released shortly after.
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Peleliu Corner, renowned for its vibrant underwater life, is an advanced diving site due

to its strong currents. The area has seen several incidents where divers have been swept

away. In 2020, three Japanese divers were carried off by the currents but were rescued

within two hours. The most tragic incident occurred in 1994 when six Japanese divers
failed to surface: three were found dead. and the other three were never recovered.

Ngireblekuu credited enhanced coordination, training, and collaboration with the T.5.
Coast Guard for the successful outcome in this latest incident. “Despite the danger,

improved response times and joint efforts have prevented the loss of lives,” he said. (By:
L.N. Reldai)

Ngeruktabel™y

-~ »
r

gy s

Meche

Peleliu Corner_
&
y -

Angaur_f
7 10,000 m

(ES)

12 A 26 BICAY1—-0—F—THLETRATARBRICIR IR E A1/ -9 AR BREIEN T, #E5(ER~UY1—-0
—F—ALBEDLTA P INEEDT A L) ZRy MBIEICH) 30 YAILDECBTRREEN N\ -E5EAREROF AT 11
¥ 45 (CBOTEHF L TEY REOKITES. J0-)LNERVI-MOL > Sv— NS5AB L BERICLDZAMRERBRN
ION. PSS LXU—7 T 480, 2 Ea/\8Y)UhO—)UE (HABIEMHS) |« PMA fRZEHMSRESNTZ. IB3R(CHO T
BEDOEIEE USCG MIREDHIERRFRICEDEEMEN., 12 B 27 HEEROF# 2 IR, 9 BEESERREIN
Iz

BE RYW1—-D-F =& BHROEMNERBETHRIN FRMRVH. F1E>T O EREEIFZRY hBOITWS,
ZOIVPTE AN -DRENZBHMMAEEFELEL TS, 2020 FIC(F. BARAFN=3 ANEERICESESHDNIA 2 K
BACHBIZNT. REIRERFHE 1994 F(CFKLEL. BRAIN-6 ANNFE LZL TR, O, 3 ANFETLT
VWBONFEREN. KOO 3 NFFERINBH oM.

135



BHABEPS ISRV YR - VAL L 225 —(C8D. TEX—SvI)LE BHAIE B AE KX FEEESHR

02024 F 5 A9 H 1EN— 4IIE#EBHRIEBAEK{FEE Facebook

EV—¥ v LHFEAXFESE Embassy of i
Japan in the Republic of the Marshall
Islands
5898 -0 @
BHAE#P L SIC & 2 REEHH
Courtesy call by The Japan Association of Marine
Safety

llo kar May 9 eo, Ambassador TANAKA ear wor an
rilotok jen doulul eo an Japan Association of Marine
Safety iumin tel eo an Mr. NAKAO Masahide im
mottan unin kenono ko aero ej kin reimaanlok in jerbal
ko remaron komani nan jiban ikkijen lojet ilo RMI.
Rekar bareinwot kenono ikkijen makitkit ko bok jikin
ak burojeek ko an coast guard ilo 3 ian lal ko ilo
Micronesia eo im juon iaer ej RMI, eo Nippon
Foundation ej jibane, eja kumi eo im rekar jiban ikkijen
ruo ian loon ko waan RMI “LOMOR II" im “TARLANO4."

5B 9H, AFXEGHBHRRONFHEIEAB S BH
G OREEFDIRE—TICL2FHEERT. SBO
LR ICH T 5B LRTHBOREBHICOETERERD
LfzlEh, BEMBAOZEICIDERPOT—vILES
DII7ORITINEERNRET DB HEREDRILEZIE
Zavz ik (=T viblicEWTiE /ShO—)U8
TLOMOR II; BT 'TARLANO4, Oft5%)) OEHRU'F
EICHT DEWEBEITVWE U,

On May 9, Ambassador TANAKA received a
delegation led by Mr. NAKAO Masahide from the
Japan Association of Marine Safety and exchanged
views on future cooperation in the field of maritime
security in RMI. They also shared the progress and
schedule of the ongoing project for the coast guard
capability improvement of the three Micronesian
countries including RMI, supported by The Nippon
Foundation, which has provided RMI with two patrol
boats “LOMOR II" and "TARLANO4".

02024 5 H 21 H EY—IvIEBHNEHAKEAMEE Facebook

#Y— v JLEFEEKERE Embassy of

Japan in the Republic of the Marshall

Islands

58210 - @
ZyRYRU S Lty I —Ic LS5
Visit by representatives of the Nippon Maritime
Center

581 7H. BRAEFYMBEREFO - vRYI VT LA
oy — (DEFEZEABRBHS HGREY Y HR—ILE
¥R ORI ESHER CARERICKZ25MEZF. BF
HROXEICEDEREOV— Vv L EEEIIO0XYT
3IEENRETIELATEAREIEIOV L7~
(R—2vIlicE VT, ¥R TLOMOR Iy RV
TTARLANO4, %#{#5) [CET ZIEHRIROIEFH, SHOY
HhicH T DELERSBOHAOAEEIC D EERERXD
LEULf

On May 17, Ambassador TANAKA received a visit by
Mr. ISHIKAWA Seiya and Mr. ISHIZUMI Yu from
Nippon Maritime Center. They shared information on
the ongoing project for Improvement of the coast
guard capability of the three Micronesian countries
including RMI, supported by The Nippon Foundation,
which has provided two patrol boats named “LOMOR
II"” and “TARLANO4" in RMI. They further exchanged
views on future cooperation opportunities in maritime
security of RMI.

llo kar May 17, ear ro im rekar loe tok Ambassador
TANAKA jen doulul eo an Nippon Maritime Center, Mr.
ISHIKAWA Seiya im Mr. ISHIZUMI Yu. Eor jet unin
kenono ko erjel ekar kenaan kaki im juon ian mottan
unin kenono ko ej ikkijen burojeek eo im koman tok
nan kio jen iumin jiban ko an Nippon Foundation nan
jiban komanmanlok jerbal ko an coast guard ilo jilu ian
lal ko ilo Micronesia, ekoba RMI. Eja doulul in wot im
ekar jiban ikkijen ruo ian loon ko waan Patrol "LOMOR
II" kab “TARLANOQ4" ilo RMI. Rekar bareinwot kenono
kin reimaanlok in makitkit ko nan jiban kin maritime
security ilo RMI.
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President Heine warmly welcomed the JAMS
delegation, expressing her gratitude for their ongoing
support and dedication to maritime safety initiatives
in the region, She acknowledaed the crucial
assistance provided by Japan in maintenance
sarvices to the RMI Sea Patrol boats including
LOMORDZ and TARLANO4A. These vessels, generously
donated by the Nippen Foundation in collaboration

264 -8 with the Sasakawa Peace Foundation, have
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE significantly contributed to the maritime security
May 15, 2024 capabilities of the Marshall Islands.

H.E. President Heine receives courtesy visit - Japan
Association of Marine Safety

MAJURQO, MARSHALL ISLANDS - Her Excellency
President Hilda C. Heine received a courtesy visit by
the Japan Association of Marine Safety (JAMS)
delegation, led by Director Mr. Masahide Nakao on
May 10, 2024.

Accompanying Director Nakao were esteemed
members of his delegation, including Lt. Commander
Mr. Akinori Hosoda and Ms. Hiroko Funaki. They were
also joined by Sea Patrol Lomor 02 Captain, Mr.
Wayne Anjain.

(ES)
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Ministry of Justice, Republic of Palau ass
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT AND MINISTRY OF
JUSTICE

JUNE 17, 2024

DIVISION OF MARITIME SECURITY AND FISH &
WILDLIFE PROTECTION

Regular maintenance of the DMSFWP small patrol
boat EUATEL, successfully completed.

The Nippon Foundation's Enhancing Coast Guard
Capability Program has been providing various types
of support to DMSFWP since the program's
inception.

As part of this program, from the 27th of May to the
13th of June, engineers from the boat manufacturer
were dispatched from Japan to Palau to carry out
regular maintenance of the small patrol boat EUATEL
in order to ensure proper maintenance. This
maintenance included major maintenance such as
replacement of the propeller and shaft bracket, and
service of the cylinder head. In addition, engineers
provided maintenance training to DMSFWP staff for
improving their maintenance skills.

This regular maintenance is essential for the
continued operation of the small patrol boats and is
extremely important in maintaining the surveillance
system in Palau's waters. The maintenance training
covers a wide range of topics, including the engine's
mechanism and structure, and it is expected that
DMSFWP staff acquire knowledge that enable them
to identify the cause of malfunctions.
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The Nippon Foundation has been contributing to the
safety of the seas of Palau by providing KEDAM and
the small patrol boats KABEKEL M'TAL, BUL, and
EUATEL, as well as supporting the cooperating costs
for these vessels, including fuel, maintenance,
satellite communications, and technical training.

The small patrol boat EUATEL is now in perfect
condition after this maintenance, and it is expected
that it will play an active role in future missions in
Palau. The staff who received maintenance training
are also expected to fully utilize the knowledge and
skills they have acquired this time.

Regular maintenance of the small patrol boats
KABEKEL M'TAL and BUL is scheduled to take place
in December.
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Regular maintenance of the

DMSFWP small patrol boat
EUATEL, successfully completed
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The Nippon Foundabon's
Enhancing Coast Guard Capa-
bility Program has baen provid-
ing various types of support to
DMESFWP since the program’s
inception.

As part of this program,
from the 27th of May 1o tha
13th of June, enginears from
the boat manufacturer were dis-
patched from Japan to Pakau ta
carry oul regular maintenanca
aof the small patrol boat EUATEL
in order (o ensure proper main-
fenance This maintenance In-
cluded major maintenance such
a3 repleccment of the propeller
and shaft bracket, and zervice
of the cylinder nead. In addi-
fian, engineers provided main-
lenance fraining to DMSFWP
staff for impraving their mainte-
nance skills.

This regular mainlenance is
essential for the continued ap-
eration of the small patrol boats
and i extremely important in

meintaining the surveillance

system in Palau’'s waters. Tha
maintenance fraining covers a
wide range of topies, including

the engine's mechanism and
structure, and i is expecied that
DMSFWP  staffacquire  knowl-
edge that enable them to Iden-
tify the cause of matfunctions.

The Mippon Foundation
has been contributing to the
safety of the seas of Palau by
providing KEDAM and the small
patrol boats KABEKEL M'TAL.
BUL, and EUATEL, as well as
supparting  the cooperating
costs for these vessels, includ-
ing fuel, maintenance, satelits
communications, and technical
Teaining,

The small pafrol boat ELUA-
TEL &5 now in perfect condition
after this maintenance, and it is
expected that it will play an ac-
five role in future missions in
Palau, The staff who received
maintenance iraining are alsc
expected to fully utilize the
knowledge and skills they have
acquired this time

Regular maintenance of the
small patrel boats KABEKEL
M TAL and BUL is scheduled to
take place in December, (PR}
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Regular maintenance of the DMSFWP
small patrol boat EUATEL, successfully
completed
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WELCOME - Captain Sakae Kazushi, the commanding
officer of the visiting Japan Coast Guard Academy
training vessel "Kojima", Executive Officer Hayashi
Toshiyuki, and Second Navigation Officer Ms. Sakai
Shiho paid a courtesy visit to President Surangel S.
Whipps, Jr. on Tuesday, June 18, 2024.

During their one-week port call, on board cadets will
conduct joint exercises with Palau‘s marine law
personnel, helping to strengthen capability. “We very
much appreciate your visit. And want more... What
you do is important to maintaining peace," President
Whipps told Commanding Officer Sakae. When it
returns to its home base in Hiroshima at the end of
July, the Kojima will have traveled more than 19,200
miles in 95 days.

020244 6 A 21 H TE/\SAHAMEHAEKX{FELE Facebook
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KOJIMA CPT met with President Whipps. On June 18,
CPT SAKAE Kazushi, Commanding Officer of JCG
training vessel "KOJIMA" paid a courtesy call on
President Whipps. President Whipps extended a
walm welcome to the 2nd visit of KOJIMA, recalling
that her visit was made for the first time in July 2021
amid the Covid-19 pandemic.
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DIVISION OF MARITIME SECURITY AND FISH &
WILDLIFE PROTECTION

Thank you, Japan Coast Guard (JCG) Academy
Training Vessel "KOJIMA", for coming to Palau.

On Tuesday, June 18, 2024, Chief Temdik of DMSFWP
received a courtesy call from Captain SAKAE Kazushi,
Commanding officer of "KOJIMA" and, Mr. HAYASHI
Toshiyuki, Executive officer, and exchanged various
opinions on the maritime security in this region.

Followingly, they also toured, guided by DMSFWP
officers, DMSFWP's JOC, PSS KEDAM provided by
the Nippon Foundation, and PSS H.I Remeliik 11
provided by the Australian Government.

On the afternoon of 18th, in conjunction with the
public tour of "KOJIMA" at Malakal Port, DMSFWP
officers visited "KOJIMA" to observe the various
eqguipment installed on board and further enhanced
their knowledge of ships through the detailed
explanations by the trainees. The trainees also
showcased Japanese culture, including calligraphy
and Cheer team, allowing DMSFWP officers to
deepen their understanding of Japanese culture as
well.

(EE)

The port call by "KOJIMA" was significant for the
DMSFWP to ensure Japan's continuous presence in
Palau and the region, and people-to-people
exchanges helped us further nurture bonds between
DMSFWP and JCG officers.

The DMSFP looks forward to the JCG's patrol vessels
continuing to visit Palau and hopes to strengthen the
ties between DMSFWP and the JCG through
exchanges and trainings for many more years to
come.

The DMSFP all wishes “"KOJIMA" fruitful and safe
voyages all way back to Japan.

B_ERLZTOMBACCIN/NSACTEL. CUFOMESD 6 A 18 HIC Whipps XiftsEz REGEARUL. 1 BEOZFH
EORICEXIUEO—MRARMTHN. DMSFWP S 6RMINIRECLSHRAZRIRNSMAZRF U, FLEAIC
Temdik DMSFWP BBROFRELRIEHITNON. NSABLBHOVTOB LLZE(OVTERRIBLLEOMERSCLS
DMSFWP &M JOC. BAHHS D KEDAM, RS0 President H. 1. Remeliik [| DRF M THONT,
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July 1, TSUGARU conducted #JCG - #DMSFWP
Joint Exercise off the coast of Palau.

We will continue to promote cooperation with
the DMSFWP and support capacity building in
order to realize #FOIP,
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JULY 2, 2024

DIVISION OF MARITIME SECURITY AND FISH &
WILDLIFE PROTECTION

On Monday, July 1, 2024, the joint exercise was
conducted in the western waters of Angaur, the
Republic of Palau, using the DMSFWP's patrol vessel
KEDAM, provided by the Nippon Foundation, and the
Japan Coast Guard (JCG)'s patrol vessel Tsugaru and
her helicopter.

The two coast guards reviewed methods of
information exchange and activities related to rescue
operations at sea and shared necessary technigues
and knowledge.

This exercise helped enhance our capacities to
address water incidents promptly in cooperation with
the JCG.

DMSFWP looks forward to continuing exercise and
exchanges with the JCG and hopes to strengthen the
"tokubetsu" relationship between DMSFWP and the
JCG over the years to come.

DMSFWP will continue to strengthen collaboration
and cooperation with the JCG towards the realization
of rules-based order and a "Free and Open Indo-
Pacific (FOIP)".
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Joint exercise between Japan
Coast Guard and Marine Law

On July 1, Japan Coast
Guard (JCG) patrol wvessel
“TSUGARU" conducted the
joint exercise off the western
ceast of Palau with the Pa-
lau's patrol vessel KEDAM,
Division of Maritime Safety
and Figh and Wildlife Protec-
tion (DMSFWP), Ministry of
Justice.

This joint exercise was

followed by a recent visit to

Palau last month made by
JCG Academy training ves-
sel "KOJIMA®, a testament
to JCG's continued commit-
ments to maintain stability
and realize a "Free and Open
Indo-Pacific (FOIP)".

Facing mounting illegal
maritime aclivities in Palau
and this region, inciuding ille-
gal, unreported, and unregu-
lated (IUU) fishing, Japan and
Palau need to prove "We are
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On July 1, Japan Coast Guard
(JCG) patrol vessel “TSUGARU"
conducted the joint exercise off
the western coast of Palau with
the Palau's patrol vessel KEDAM,
Division of Maritime Safety and
Fish and Wildlife Protection
(DMSFWP), Ministry of Justice.

This joint exercise was fol-
lowed by a recent visit to Palau
last month made by JCG Acad-
emy training vessel “KOJIMA",
a testament to JCG's continued
commitments to maintain sta-
bility and realize a “Free and
Open Indo-Pacific (FOIP)".

Facing mounting illegal mari-
time activities in Palau and this
region, including illegal, unre-
ported, and unregulated (IUU)
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fishing, Japan and Ralau need to
prove “Weareready” tobeable to
address promptly those who un-
dermine rules-based order. This
joint exercise is part of those ef-
forts to ensure the readiness and
further strengthen ties between
JCG and DMSFWP.

The Government of Japan
will host the Tenth Pacific Islands
Leaders Meeting (PALM10) in To-
kyo from July 16-18, 2024, where
Pacific Leaders will meet with Ja-
pan’s Prime Minister KISHIDA Fu-
mio to discuss future visions, in-
cluding climate change and peace
and security, along with the 2050
Strategy. Taking this opportunity,
JCG continues to promote more
cooperations With Palau and like-
minded partners and support ca-
pacity building to realize FOIP.

Joint Exercise Iletween lanan cnast
Guard and Marine Law

ready” to be able to address
promptly those who under-
mine rules-based order. This
joint exercise is part of those
efforts to ensure the readi-
ness and further strengthen
ties between JCG and DMS-
FWP.

The Government of Ja-
pan will host the Tenth Pa-
cific Islands Leaders Meet-
ing (PALM10) in Tokyo from
July 16-18, 2024, where
Pacific Leaders will meet
with Japan's Prime Minister
KISHIDA Fumio to discuss
future visions, including cli-
mate change and peace and
security, along with the 2050
Strategy. Taking this oppor-
tunity, JCG continues to pro-
mote more cocperations with
Palau and like-minded part-
ners and support capacity
building to realize FOIP. (PR)
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With the support of The Nippon Foundation, three sponsored officers from the

Division of Maritime Securitv and Fish & Wildlife Protection (DMSFWP), Sergeant

Kamrul Zaman, First Engineer, Officer 1l Ronald Vashiro, Second Engineer, Officer

1ll Lenin Louis, Electrician, are attending 15-day mechanical training program at the

@ i iy Mo M e P Pt engine manufacturer’s simulation center at Rolls-Rovee Solutions Asia in Singapore
from 8% to 26 July, 2024.

P Slbeeed  Gpisiem Pul et Sputs i Wil Wkl Ofhes v

This is a highly specialized maintenance training tailor-made for the main engine of

B Billboard PSS KEDAM includes classroom lectures of the engine model, as well as hands-on

Three-week training solidifies DMSFWP
officers’ ship maintenance skills

engine disassembly and assembly using actual engine equipment.

PSS KEDAM was provided by The Nippon Foundation in 2017 and has been active
in a wide range of activities. In particular, PSS KEDAM has been providing maritime
surveillanee and humanitarian missions for remote islands, including Helen Reef

oy ol Tt

an

where the distance is approximately 380 nautical miles from Malakal. As the name
suggests, Palaw’s magnificent frigatebird namesake “KEDAM?”, has been protecting
the safety of Palauan waters by capturing the farthest range of sight.

Besides PSS KEDAM, The Nippon Foundation has also provided small patrol boats,
) “KABEKEL M'TAL", “BUL", “EUATEL” to DMSFWP through “Enhancing Coast

Palau hosts First E-Gaming . . i R R

tournament Guard Capabilitv in Three Micronesian Countries” Program. The foundation has

Latest News

been supporting incidental cost necessary for their operation such as fuel,
Legal question looms as Pa . . N . .. . .
officials defy Senate subpe maintenance, satellite communication, and training since the first boat was provided

: in 2012, and thereby continuously contributing to Palaw's maritime safety.
WI0A to disburse $11.5M tor
residents
Sergent Zaman who completed the training said, “Attending the engine maintenance

Mew Palau Red Cross Warell i - . .
training has been a game changer for me. The comprehensive course provided in-

Opens
;i depth knowledge on the workings of the main and auxiliary engine, allowing me to
Palau disburses Tax Refunc : : LA : : 3 g 3 .
Sochal ASSISTANCE 10 3,502 4 gain a deeper understanding of its intricacies. The trainers’ expertise and interactive
“Presence is Deternence”. This cannot be achieved without proper maintenance of h sessions made it easy to grasp complex concepts. I particularly appreciated the
et yesals: Koy el vimalt x goiad coudition sad vady for igmeathn vt o hands-on exercises and real-world examples that enable me to apply theoretical

times is the most important course of action to protect Palauan waters. . . . . .
knowledge to practical scenarios. Overall, I would highly recommend this training to

anvone seeking to enhance their skills in engine maintenance and troubleshooting,
to enhanee professionalism and discipline in the marine diesel engineering “.
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT AND MINISTRY OF
JUSTICE

JULY 26, 2024

DIVISION OF MARITIME SECURITY AND FISH &
WILDLIFE PROTECTION

THREE-WEEK TRAINING SOLIDIFIES DMSFWP
OFFICERS' SHIP MAINTENENCE SKILLS

"Presence is Deterrence”. This cannot be achieved
without proper maintenance of patrol vessels.
Keeping patrol vessels in good condition and ready
for operation at all times is the most important course
of action to protect Palauan waters.

With the support of The Nippon Foundation, three
sponsored officers from the Division of Maritime
Security and Fish & Wildlife Protection (DMSFWP),
Sergeant Kamrul Zaman, First Engineer, Officer lll
Ronald Yashiro, Second Engineer, Officer Il Lenin
Louis, Electrician, are attending 15-day mechanical
training program at the engine manufacturer’s
simulation center at Rolls-Royce Solutions Asia in
Singapore from 8th to 26th July, 2024.

This is a highly specialized maintenance training
tailor-made for the main engine of PSS KEDAM
includes classroom lectures of the engine model, as
well as hands-on engine disassembly and assembly
using actual engine equipment.

PSS KEDAM was provided by The Nippon Foundation
in 2017 and has been active in a wide range of
activities. In particular, PSS KEDAM has been
providing maritime surveillance and humanitarian
missions for remote islands, including Helen Reef
where the distance is approximately 380 nautical
miles from Malakal. As the name suggests, Palau’s
magnificent frigatebird namesake "KEDAM" has been
protecting the safety of Palauan waters by capturing
the farthest range of sight.
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Besides PSS KEDAM, The Nippon Foundation has
also provided small patrol boats, "KABEKEL M'TAL",
"BUL" "EUATEL" to DMSFWP through "Enhancing
Coast Guard Capability in Three Micronesian
Countries" Program. The foundation has been
supporting incidental cost necessary for their
operation such as fuel, maintenance, satellite
communication, and training since the first boat was
provided in 2012, and thereby continuously
contributing to Palau’'s maritime safety.

Sergeant Zaman who completed the training said,
"Attending the engine maintenance training has been
a game changer for me. The comprehensive course
provided in-depth knowledge on the workings of the
main and auxiliary engine, allowing me to gain a
deeper understanding of its intricacies. The trainers’
expertise and interactive sessions made it easy to
grasp complex concepts. | particularly appreciated
the hands-on exercises and real-world examples that
enable me to apply theoretical knowledge to practical
scenarios. Overall, | would highly recommend this
training to anyone seeking to enhance their skills in
engine maintenance and troubleshooting, to enhance
professionalism and discipline in the marine diesel
engineering ",
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Three-week training solidifies
DMSFWP officers’ ship

mamtenance Skl"S

“Presence is ¥
Deterrence”.This §
cannot be achieved
without proper main- |
tenance of patrol ©
vessels. Keeping pa-
trol vessels in good
condition and ready
for operation at all
times is the most
important course of
action to protect Pa-
lauan waters.

With the sup-
port of The Nippon Foundation,
three sponsored officers from
the Division of Maritime Se-
curity and Fish & Wildlife Pro-
tection (DMSFWP), Sergeant
Kamrul Zaman, First Engineer,
Officer Il Ronald Yashiro, Sec-
ond Engineer, Officer Il Lenin
Louis, Electrician,are attend-
ing 15-day mechanical training
program at the engine manu-
facturer's simulation center at
Rolls-Royce Solutions Asia in
Singapore from 8th to 26th July,
2024.

This is a highly specialized
maintenance training tailor-
made for the main engine of
PSS KEDAM includes class-
room lectures of the engine
model, as well as hands-on en-
gine disassembly and assembly
using actual engine equipment.

PSS KEDAM was provided
by The Nippon Foundation in
2017 and has been active in a
wide range of activities. In par-
ticular, PSS KEDAM has been
providingmaritime surveillance
and humanitarian missions for
remote islands, including Helen
Reef where the distance is ap-
proximately 380 nautical miles
from Malakal As the name sug-
gests, Palau'smagnificent frig-
atebird namesake "KEDAM",
has been protecting the safety
of Palauan waters by capturing
the farthest range of sight.

Besides PSS KEDAM, The
Nippon Foundation has also

provided small patrol boats,
‘KABEKEL M'TAL, “BUL

‘EUATEL" to DMSFWP through
"Enhancing Coast Guard Ca-
pability in Three Micronesian
Countries" Program. The foun-
dation has been supporting
incidental cost necessary for
their operation such as fuel,
maintenance, satellite commu-
nication, and training since the
first boat was provided in 2012,
and thereby continuously con-
tributing to Palau's maritime
safety.

Sergent Zaman who com-
pleted the training said, “At-
tending the engine mainte-
nance training has been a
game changer for me. The
comprehensive course provid-
ed in-depth knowledge on the
workings of the main and auxil-
iary engine, allowing me to gain
a deeper understanding of its
intricacies. The trainers' exper-
tise and interactive sessions
made it easy to grasp complex
concepts. Iparticularly appre-
ciated the hands-on exercises
and real-world examples that
enable me to apply theoretical
knowledge to practical scenar-
ios. Overall, | would highly rec-
ommend this training to anyone
seeking to enhance their skills
in engine maintenance and
troubleshooting, to enhance
professionalism and discipline
in the marine diesel engineer-
ing". (PR)
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Three-week training solidifies DMSFWP — -
officers’ ship maintenance skills
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On August 20, JS Ariake, the Japan Maritime Self Defense Force (JMSDF), conducted a goodwill 15 MARINE "”m =
exercise with PSS KEDAM offshore. The exercise was aimed at sharing boarding inspection capacity ' = I | —

with Palau Marine Law.

The situation around Palau and this region is now at stake due to increasing illegal, unreported,
and unregulated fishing and attempts by those who undermine territorial boundaries and
sovereignty. Drug-related crimes are also now at an alarming level in Palau and worldwide. Not
only has this threat been brought by the air, but through seas.

In order to ensure the safety and security of the people of Palau, we need to remain vigilant and
better address this imminent issue. The Government of Japan mcludlng JMSDF and Japan Coast

reallzatlon of a “free and open Indo Pacific”.

Thank you, Marine Law, for your unwavering cooperation!
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DIVISION OF MARITIME SECURITY AND FISH & WILDLIFE PROTECTION
Thank you, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force destroyer JS Ariake, for coming to Palau.

On August 18 to 20, 2024, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (IMSDF) destroyer JS Ariake made a |
port call to Palau.

On August 19, DMSFWP Chief Temdik Ngirblekuu met with VADM GOKA Yoshihiro, Commander of
Fleet Escort Force, and CDR UMAZUME Akinao, Commanding Officer of JS Ariake, and exchanged
opinions on maritime security in the waters around Palau.

In addition to the courtesy call, they also toured the DMSFWP" JOC, PSS KEDAM provided by the
Mippon Foundation. Afterwards, DMSFWP Chief Temdik and other DMSFWP staff, along with high-
ranking Palau officials, participated in the Japan-Palau Diplomatic Relations 30th Anniversary
Celebration held on JS Ariake, where they were able to further deepen ties between Japan and Palau.
On, August 20, off the coast of Palau, PSS KEDAM and JS Ariake conducted a goodwill exercise.

Mot only did this exercise deepen mutual understanding between DMSFWP and the IMSDF, but
contributed to further improving law enforcement capabilities of DMSFWP, with the Ariake inspection
team demonstrating how to inspect suspicious vessels,

We look forward to welcoming again the JMSDF in Palau and hope to deepen the bond between the
DMSFWP and JMSDF through people-to-people exchanges and trainings. L Bﬁm.l:
‘We will continue to cooperate and collaborate with our Japanese partners, including the Embassy of -
Japan in Palau, the JIMSDF, and the Japan Coast Guard, to protect the safety of the waters around
Palau and contribute to the realization of a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific”,

Sendina Ariake crews our best wishes for acod health and her safe vovaae all the wav back to Japan.
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On August 20, the Japan
Maritime Self-Defense Force
(JMSDF) ship JS Ariake car-
ried out a significant good-
will exercise with the PSS
KEDAM, offshore. The pri-
mary objective of this exer-
cise was to bolster board-
ing inspection capabilities
and strengthen cooperation
between JMSDF and Palau
Marine Law enforcement.

This collaborative effort
comes at a crucial time as
the region faces increasing
challenges from illegal, un-
reported and wunregulated
(lUV) fishing activities. Ad-
ditionally, the area has wit-
nessed growing threats from
drug-related crimes, with
these illicit activities being
carried out both in the air and
at sea. The rising concerns
about territorial boundaries
and sovereignty underscore
the need for heightened vigi-
lance and improved security
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JS Ariake conducts goodwill
exercise with PSS KEDAM to
me Security

——

02024 £ 8 H 26 H ISLAND TIMES (\SAIRHLEHRME)

L

[

Your gateway to Palau News and Current Events

Billboard  Opision  PacificNews  Sports  TopStorles  Women'sComer  WorldNews  Others »

W sillboard

measures.

The exercise demon-
strated the commitment of
both Japan and Palau to
maintaining maritime secu-
rity and safeguarding the
region’s waters. It highlight-
ed the dedication made by
the Government of Japan,
including the JMSDF and
Japan Coast Guard, to sup-
porting their regional part-
ners in addressing these
pressing issues. The contin-
ued presence and coopera-
tion of these forces are vi-
tal in promoting a “Free and
Open Indo-Pacific,” a vision
shared by both Japan and
Palau.

The goodwill exercise
not only enhanced opera-
tional capabilities but also
reinforced the strong part-
nership between Japan and
Palau in ensuring the safety
and security of their mari-
time domain. (PR)

On August 20, the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) ship JS Ariake carried
out a significant goodwill exercise with the PSS KEDAM, offshore. The primary objective
of this exercise was to bolster boarding inspection capabilities and strengthen
cooperation between JMSDF and Palau Marine Law enforcement.

This collaborative effort comes at a crucial time as the region faces increasing challenges
from illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing activities. Additionally, the area
has witnessed growing threats from drug-related erimes, with these illicit activities

JS Ariake conducts Goodwill exercise with
PSS KEDAM to enhance Maritime Security

[ 4 being carried out both in the air and at sea. The rising coneerns about territorial
(:'\s by Island Times August 23, 2024
el

boundaries and sovereignty underscore the need for heightened vigilance and improved
security measures.

The exercise demonstrated the commitment of both Japan and Palau to maintaining
maritime security and safeguarding the region’s waters. It highlighted the dedication
made by the Government of Japan, including the JMSDF and Japan Coast Guard, to
supporting their regional partners in addressing these pressing issues. The continued
presence and cooperation of these forces are vital in promoting a *Free and Open Indo-
Pacific,” a vision shared by both Japan and Palau.

The goodwill exercise not only enhanced operational capabilities but also reinforced the

strong partnership between Japan and Palau in ensuring the safety and security of their

maritime domain.
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Japan Coast Guard conducted a training workshop for Marine Law officers

On November 18, 2024, the Japan Coast Guard Mobile Cooperation Team (MCT)
conducted a training workshop for officers of the Division of Marine Law Enforcement
(DMLE) of Palau, focusing on an introduction to the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). CAPT MIURA Atsushi provided lectures aimed at
building the officers” understanding of international maritime laws and enhance their
ability to apply these principles effectively.

Followingly, the MCT visited Mr. ONO Shunsuke, Charge' d' Affaires ad interim, to
discuss maritime security in this region.

This MCT initiative under the support of the Nippon Foundation and the Sasakawa
Peace Foundation reflects the ongoing cooperation between Japan and Palau in
strengthening maritime security and promoting the sustainable management of
marine resources.

[ ERZTHINSAB L EREE (LU, FHED -3y Tz =h]
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Division of Maritime Security and Fish & Wildlife Protection

Japan Coast Guard Conducts Training to Improve Palau's Maritime Safety Capability

From November 18 to 27, 2024,  the Japan Coast Guard (JCG) dispatched Mobile Cooperation Team
(MCT). comprised of Captain MIURA Atsushi, Commander MASUI Masakazu, Lieutenant EJIRI
Toshikatsu, and Lieutenant AIZAWA Yuka, to provide marine law officers of Palau with lecture on the
maritime law enforcement and key provisions of UNCLOS.

The hands-an training using the patrol vessel PSS KEDAM and small patrol boats has also equipped
officers with on-board inspection procedures to enfarce foreign fishing vessels and with rescue
techniques to address a vessel on fire and assuming multiple peaple drowning in the sea.

This training was made possible through the support of The Nippon Foundation and The Sasakawa
Peace Foundation aimed atl improving maritime safety capability of Palau. Marine law officers have
discussed maritime safety in this region with Mr. SHIOZAWA Hideyuki, The Sasakawa Peace
Foundation, and were presented equipment to help rescue thase drawning in the sea.

Sharing techniques and knowledge required for effective maritime law entorcement and search &
rescue is critical tor Marine law and JCG to reinforce mutual understanding and maritime safety
cooperation. The Marine law-JCG initiative is a lestament to a “Tokbetsu” relationship between Palau
and Japan and the comerstone to realize a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific Ocean (FOIP)” based on the
rule of law.

Since 2012, The Nippon Foundation has provided Marine law with its administrative building, berth,
PSS KEDAM and 5 boats including 2 RHIBs as part of "Enhancing Coast Guard Capability in
Micronesian States Project” and has been supporting operational costs such as fuel, satellite
communications, maintenance, and dispatching a coast guard advisor, The Sasakawa Peace
Foundation has been supporting crew’s salaries and assisting the JCG in dispatching MCT.
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Japan Coast Guard conducts training to

improve Palau’s mantlme safety capablllty

From November 18 to 27,
2024 the Japan Coast Guard
(JCG)dispatched Mobile Coop-
eration Team (MCT), comprised
of Captain MIURA Atsushi,
Commander MASUI Masakazu,
Lieutenant EJIRI Toshikatsu,
and Lieutenant AIZAWA Yuka,
to provide marine law officers of
Palau with lecture en the mari-
time law enforcement and key
pravisions of UNCLOS.
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the patrol vessel PSS KEDAM
and small patrol boats has also
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inspection procedures to enforce
foreign fishing vessels and with
rescue techniques to address a
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Japan Coast Guard conducts training to
improve Palau’s Maritime safety capability
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by Island Times ~ November 29, 2024

Inspection training assuming foreign fishing boats,

From November 18 to 27, 2024, the Japan Coast Guard (JCG) dispatched Mobile
Cooperation Team (MCT), comprised of Captain MIURA Atsushi, Commander MASUI
Masakazu, Lieutenant EJIRI Toshikatsu, and Lieutenant AIZAWA Yuka, to provide
marine law officers of Palau with lecture on the maritime law enforcement and key
provisions of UNCLOS.

patching MCT. (PR)

(\SATRHRRE)

From November 18 to 27, 2024, the Japan Coast Guard (JCG) dispatched Mobile
Cooperation Team (MCT), comprised of Captain MIURA Atsushi, Commander MASUT
Masakazu, Lieutenant EJIRI Toshikatsu, and Lieutenant AIZAWA Yuka, to prm’ide

marine law officers of Palau with lecture on the maritime law enforcement and key

provisions of UNCLOS.

_ The hands-on training using the patrol
vessel PSS KEDAM and small patrol
boats has also equipped officers with on-
board inspection procedures to enforce
foreign fishing vessels and with rescue
techniques to address a vessel on fire and

assuming multiple people drowning in

the sea.

This training was made possible through
the support of The Nippon Foundation and The Sasakawa Peace Foundation aimed at
improving maritime safety capability of Palan. Marine law officers have discussed
maritime safety in this region with Mr. SHIOZAWA Hideyuki, The Sasakawa Peace
Foundation, and were presented equipment to help rescue those drowning in the sea.
Sharing techniques and knowledge required for effective maritime law enforeement and
search & rescue is critical for Marine law and JCG to reinforce mutual understanding
and maritime safety cooperation. The Marine law-JCG initiative is a testament to a
“Tokbetsu” relationship between Palau and Japan and the cornerstone to realize a “Free
and Open Indo-Pacific Ocean (FOIP)” based on the rule of law.

Since 2012, The Nippon Foundation has provided Marine law with its administrative
building, berth, PSS KEDAM and 5 boats including 2 RHIBs as part of “Enhancing Coast
Guard Capability in Micronesian States Project” and has been supporting operational
costs such as fuel, satellite communications, maintenance, and dispatching a coast
guard advisor. The Sasakawa Peace Foundation has been supporting crew’s salaries and
assisting the JCG in dispatching MCT.
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Courtesy Visit of New Japan-MSA
Koror, Palau - President Surangel S. Whipps, Jr. was
pleased to meet the outgoing Japan Maritime
Security Advisor (JP-MSA), Mr. Akinori Hosada, for a
courtesy visit on March 24, 2025, and was introduced
to the incoming JP-MSA, Mr. Hiroki ltoh. The
productive discussion was on ongoing collaborations
in maritime security. We extend our sincere gratitude
to Mr. Hosada for his dedicated service and warmly
welcome Mr. Itoh. Palau looks forward to continuing
our strong partnership!

(E8)
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On March 24, 2025, Ambassador ORIKASA Hiroyuki
met with Lt. Com. HOSODA Akinori and Lt. Com. ITO
Hiroki, both from the Japan Association of Marine
Safety, as Lt. Com. Hosoda concludes his duties in
Palau and is to be replaced by Lt. Com. Ito. Lt. Com.
Hosoda has been working with Palau Marine Law for
two years since March 2023 as a coast guard advisor
from the Japan Coast Guard with support from the
Nippon Foundation. Ambassador Orikasa bade
farewell to Lt. Com. Mr. Hosoda and welcomed Lt.
Com. Ito. They also exchanged views on the current
situation in the maritime security in this region.
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Palau Maritime Police
) Portiana Franz - 1808
Thank you Jen and Hosoda for your service here at
DMS & FWP. Hope you will come back again to visit.
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US-Palau Partnership Targets Illegal Fishing
Threats in Palauan Exclusive Economic Zone

by Leilani Reklai  October 29, 2024

Koror, Palau — In a joint press conference yesterday, President Surangel Whipps Jr. and
U.S. Coast Guard officials detailed the challenges Palau faces in protecting its Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) from illegal, unregulated, and unreported (IUU) fishing, and
announced collaborative efforts to safeguard Palau’s resources. Present were U.S.
Ambassador Joel Ehrendreich, Captain Jessica Worst of the U.S. Coast Guard, and other

key Palauan and U.S. representatives.

Palau’s waters, covering one of the world’s most expansive EEZs, have seen rising

instances of unauthorized incursions, including unauthorized Chinese research vessels
and fishing operations deploying illegal fish aggregating devices (FADs). President

Whipps highlighted these escalating threats, saying, “We are truly appreciative of the
Coast Guard’s efforts that helped to identify more than 100 FADs. We sank 25 of them.”
He added that the FADs had devices that were “pretty sophisticated” and may require

additional analysis to determine their origin.
Recent surveillance by a U.S. Coast Guard C-130 aircraft revealed over 100 illegal FADs

in Palau’s waters. These floating devices, often used to lure and aggregate fish, allow

illegal fishing boats to illegally harvest Palau’s fish resources. In response, Palau, with

assistance from the U.S. Coast Guard, embarked on an operation from October 7-11 to

destroy a portion of the discovered FADs.

Ambassador Ehrendreich reaffirmed the U.S.’s commitment to supporting Palau’s
security and maritime law enforcement. “We are more than just friends; we are family,”
he said, referencing the Compact of Free Association (COFA). He underscored that the
illegal deployment of FADs and the activities of uninvited vessels threaten Palau’s
resources and disrupt lawful fishing practices. “These FADs and the ships illegally
benefiting from them are a threat to Palau’s economy, food security, and environment,”
Ehrendreich stated.

Captain Jessica Worst, who recently assumed command of U.S. Coast Guard Forces in
Micronesia, outlined the agency’s multifaceted support in surveillance, law enforcement,
and community engagement. “We provide a wide range of support, from aerial
surveillance and patrolling to capacity-building with Palauan law enforcement,” she

said. Patrols often include Palauan “shipriders,” who accompany Coast Guard vessels to
assist with local enforcement efforts and ensure compliance with Palauan fishing

regulations.
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The United States and Palau also coordinate on search and rescue operations, safe
boating education, and navigation aid improvements to enhance the safety and

accessibility of Palanan waters. According to Captain Worst, this year alone, the U.S.

Coast Guard has conducted five Fast Response Cutter patrols to strengthen the

monitoring of Palau’s EEZ. She noted that joint patrols allow both Palauan and U.S. law

enforcement to collaborate closely, share best practices.

The press conference also highlighted the re-launch of Operation Sea Dragon, a seasonal

initiative anticipated to return next July or August. Operation Sea Dragon provides

extensive aerial and maritime surveillance of Palau’s EEZ and aims to transition toward

using advanced, high-endurance unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) in the future.

While the U.S. Coast Guard has confiscated several tracking devices and other gear
found on illegal FADs, their origin remains unclear. Captain Worst noted that many
devices lack identifying marks, making it difficult to trace them to specific sources.

“We’re working with the U.S. government and other agencies to analyze these devices

further and understand their purpose,” she explained, indicating that other U.S.

agencies might assist with technical analysis to pinpoint their source.

This strengthened partmership aims to curb IUU fishing in Palau’s waters, which both
nations agree is crucial to ensuring the security and prosperity of the Pacific region. “We
look forward to more joint efforts and seeing more Coast Guard vessels in our waters to

deter illegal activities,” said President Whipps.

Captain Jessica Worst, US Coast Guard Forces Micronesia/ Sector Guam
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Palau Reports Unauthorized Entry of Chinese
Research Vessel for Fourth Consecutive Year

by Leilani Reklai  October 29, 2024

The Office of Palau’s National Security Coordinator (NSC) reported that a Chinese
research vessel, Song Hang, entered Palau’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) without
authorization in late August. This marks the fourth consecutive year that Chinese

research vessels have entered Palauan waters without permission.

The Song Hang, identified as a “research and survey” vessel belonging to Shanghai
QOcean University, is registered with the North Pacific Fisheries Commission and the
Western & Central Pacific Fisheries Commission. According to the NSC report, the
vessel was observed “loitering” in an area of international waters near the EEZs of the
Eastern Philippines, Southern Japan, and Palau until it entered Palauan waters,
traveling 100 nautical miles south on September 15.

NSC Coordinator Jennifer Anson noted the timing of the vessel’s movement, stating it
oceurred “just one day before the Palau-11.S. Joint Committee Meeting in Palau.” The
Song Hang reversed course on September 17, moving north back into international
waters above Palau’s EEZ, before departing for Shanghai on September 20.

The NSC report further highlichted that the vessel’s travel patterns did not align with
typical fishing activities, suggesting instead operations consistent with deep-sea
research. Records indicate that the Song Hang has been lingering in the high seas north

of Palau since June 2022,
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