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DMLE : Division of Marine Law Enforcement (G&_LESHITIN)

FFA : Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Agency (K¥SEEEIA—ILEEEERT)
FSM : Federated States of Micronesia (Z/70R3 7EFB)

FSS : Federated States Ship (ZV0R 7EFBHULRML)

HF : High Frequency (&%)

JAMS : The Japan Association of Marine Safety (&Rt EEAN BHABEH LGS

JMETS : Japan agency of Maritime Education and Training for Seafarers
(RZITEUEN BREEHE)

MOC : Maritime Operation Center (DMLE EREISE(GEYEINCB LIEREISTEY-)

MOU : Memorandum of Understanding (E&)

MSA : Maritime Surveillance Advisor
(/0RST7EESTRESN TV SBEDE LEER Y RN -)

MCT  : Mobile Cooperation Team (B_LARZTNSMESNDEENE LSAROERLF—L1)

NF : The Nippon Foundation (2&RBEAETEAN BHAEAE)

NMC : Nippon Maritime Center (BHABEEBSIERSDS > HR—ILEBFERT)

PPB : Pacific Patrol Boat (FMHSES5ENEEIRME)

PPBP : Pacific Patrol Boat Program (/1M PPB £%£)

PSS : Palau Surveillance Ship (/\SAKKRAR

RMI : Republic of the Marshall Islands (¥—>v)LsEBHA0E)

RMIS : Republic of the Marshall Islands Ship (¥—3v)ls&EHFIEKRAE)

ROP  : Republic of Palau (JVSAHFIE)

SPB : Small Patrol Boat (HAEAEINSHSU/NEL O —)LiE)

SPF : The Sasakawa Peace Foundation (AZEAEEA )I1SEF084E])

TWG : Trilateral Working Group (H/\% 3 &%

USCG : United States Coast Guard (KEAFZ{m)

VHF : Very High Frequency(#8¥2%)
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The President
Palifin, Polinpei
Federated States of Micronesia

PRESIDENTIALORDER

Further Amending Executive Order No. 1 (April 2008) to reorganize and expand the duties
and responsibilities assigned to the Division of National Police and to the Division of
Immigration & Labor and formalize the establishment of the Anti-Human Trafficking
Division of the Department of Justice
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WHEREAS, the Executive Order No. 1, as amended April 2008, (hereafter, the “Executive

Order No. 17) sets out the duties, responsibilities, and organizational structures of the various
Executive Departments and Agencies; and

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 1 needs to be amended further in order to reorganize
and update the respective mandates, duties and responsibilities assigned to the Division of
National Police and to the Division of Immigration & Labor, and to formalize the establishment
of the Anti-Human Trafficking Division under the Department of Justice.

NOW THEREFORE, by the powers vested upon me by the Constitution and the Laws of

the Federated States of Micronesia, I, David W. Panuelo, President of the Federated States of
Micronesia, do hereby order, as follows:

L. FSM National Police—The Division of National Police shall be split into two divisions,

namely: Division of Investigation and Protective Services and Division of Border Control
and Maritime Surveillance.

a. Division of Investigation and Protective Services shall have the following
duties and responsibilities:

1. Provide security detail and protection to airport facilities, passengers,
and other persons therein and to national assets, buildings and
properties;

ii. Conduct criminal investigation on matters referred to it by the
Attorney General or his Assistants and such matters that are referred

by the Public Auditor to the Secretary of Justice for examination and
possible criminal investigation or prosecution;

ili. Provide timely update to the Secretary of Justice or his designee on all
pending or ongoing investigations on a periodic basis or upon direction
by the Secretary of Justice, or his designee;
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v,

Vi,

vii.

viii.

Follow up, investigate and inquire suspicious transactions reports
referred to by the Financial Institutions under the Anti-Money
Laundering law;

Provide protective security detail to the President on a 24/7 basis, or as
may be required and requested for the security needs of the Vice-
President and other high government officials. Protective detail may
be provided to visiting foreign dignitaries and other VIPs upon
requested to the Secretary of Justice through Foreign Affairs, subject
to availability of resources and with due coordination with the
Division Chief. Any requests or instructions for security detail shall
be treated with priority;

Provide security to national elections upon request and coordination
with the Secretary of Justice;

Conduct general law enforcement activities and functions normally
assigned to the National Police including the enforcement of national
laws and regulations; and

Coordinate with State and Municipal law enforcement authorities, as
may be necessary or essential, to preserve public peace, public order
and general welfare of the population.

b. Division of Border Control and Maritime Surveillance shall have the
following duties and responsibilities:

i

ii.

Enforce title 18 and title 24 of the FSM Code, conduct surveillance
operation and maritime security patrol over the tetritorial sea,
exclusive economic zone, the contiguous zone and continental shelves,
and any extensions thereof, of the Federated States of Micronesia.

Conduct joint maritime patrol with other countries to enforce fisheries
laws and regulations and cooperate with international law enforcement
partners.
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iii.

iv.

vii,

Viii.

ix.

Exercise the security and protective functions of Customs and
Quarantine as integrated and centralized border security and law
enforcement jurisdiction of the FSM National Government;

Conduct search and rescue (SAR) operation during emergency
situation and on request by State authorities, and provide emergency
responses when needed, including medivacs.

Manage and allocate patrol boat assets of the Federated States of
Micronesia and make recommendations to the Secretary of Justice
with respect to maintenance and usage of the Maritime Surveillance
Revolving Fund.

Provide assistance to National Election Director during national
elections, subject to cooperation and timely request for assistance.

Provide update on SAR operation and inform the Secretary of Justice
on any material information regarding the status, condition, activities
and deployment of the patrol boats.

Keep Secretary of Justice fully informed of status of border security of
the Federated States of Micronesia, provide regular briefing on any
security issues or threats on any part of the Nation, and present
intelligence information that may be material to the maritime or border
security of the Nation.

Perform such duties and responsibilities as may from time to time be
assigned by the Secretary of Justice.

II. Division of Immigration—The Division of Immigration & Labor is split into two
divisions, namely: (1) Division of Labor and (2) Division of Immigration and Passpott

Services.

a. Division of Labor shall have the following duties and responsibilities;

i

ii.

Review application for foreign labor permit;

Coordinate with the FSM States with respect to their respective
demands for foreign labor and facilitate meeting such demands;

t
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iii. Promote labor development and recommend specific programs to the
Secretary of Justice concerning effective and practical ways of
promoting labor development;

iv. Manage and regulate outward movement of labor force from FSM:
v. Implement licensing of recruiters of FSM citizens to work abroad; and

vi. Review labor contracts and investigate complaints on their possible or
suspected violations,

b. Division of Immigration and Passport shall have the following duties and
responsibilities:

1. Regulate entry of aliens into the FSM and regulate their presence
therein;

1. Manage and supervise the Border Management System and plan for its
necded update;

iil. Manage and regulate the identification of FSM Nationals and

recommend system to facilitate the protection of their rights in FSM;
and

iv. Maintain the security and quality of FSM passports and coordinate
with or recommend to the Secretary of Justice ways to improve the
processing of passport applications and renewals,

III. The Division of Anti-Human Trafficking Services, headed by an assistant secretary
designated by the Secretary of Justice, shall have the following duties and
responsibilities:

a. Investigate report and complaint involving possible case of trafficking in
person or such other offenses relating to human trafficking;

b. Coordinate with the National Police in investigating cases of human
trafficking;
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¢. Interview witnesses, gather evidence, and report to the Secretary of Justice on
the progress of criminal investigation;

d. Develop plans or training programs for investigators specializing in human
trafficking investigations;

e. Prepare, develop and recommend to the Secretary of Justice, programs for the
protection of victims and witnesses of human trafficking cases and to support
the establishment of shelters or homes for human trafficking victims;

f. Inrelation to activities of combating human trafficking, coordinate with other

public departments, agencies and offices of the national and state
governments;
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g Conduct public awareness campaigns on issues involving trafficking in person
and human smuggling in coordination, where possible, with civil society and
non-government organizations; and

h. Perform such duties and functions as may be delegated by the Secretary of
Justice.

S0 ORDERED.

/

Date: r/(/é/ /'ﬁ ,_,,&*a:ﬁi%\] 177 ==
’ X David W. Panuelo
President
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American Graves Show U.S.
Commitment to Pacific

1Y JIM GARAMONE, DOD NEWS

The Pacific is full of American graves.

Defense Secretary Dr. Mark T. Esper and Palauan President Tommy
Remengesau placed wreaths in the water above the sunken wreckage of a
Navy TBM Avenger that crashed in the waters off the city of Koror, Palau,

in 1944._All three of the bomber's crew members died.

Esper and Remengesau honored their sacrifice, and the sacrifices of

thousands of Americans throughout the Pacific.

[7 XD OERIATFFENDFIR ]

KEFERFTAIHOETENTLVD,

FAUHD Mark T. Esper EBFEEE Tommy Remengesau /NSAXFEFEE. 1944 F(INSAOIO—ILHTEE UIE
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Today was a sobering reminder of the cost of great
power conflict in human lives—72,000 Americans
remain unaccounted for from #WorldWarll. Thank you
for helping us honor our missing and fallen,
@TommyRemengesau. #NeverForget #Rocklslands
#Palau
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U3 Secretary of the Navy visits Palau,

Historic visits of two top US military heads in 2 months

BY: L.N. REKLAI

The US Secretary of the Navy
Kenneth ]. Braithwaite made a
historic visit to Palau yesterday,
following shortly after another
historic visit by the US Secretary
of Defense Mark Esper in Au-
gust.

In a statement to the press,
President Tommy E. Remenge-
sau |r. said the visits highlights
the special relationship between
the two countries.

the freedom of navigation and
the seas surrounding Palau and
the vested interest of the United
States navy and marine corps to
be here to support Palaw.”

The discussions echoed
statements made earlier dur-
ing Secretary of Defense Esper’s
visit about the ongoing Compact
negotiations and the “mutual in-
terests and desires” expressed

wH

For Palau to have received
within short period of time US
Secretary of Defense and US Sec-
retary of the Mavy, “says a lot
about this special relationship”,
stated Remengesau.

“This is a very important
part of this visit, to show to our |
people, and to show to our re-
gion and to the world that Unit-
ed States also have small broth-
ers and sisters that can also be
relied upon as we face the un-
certain times and future of the
international family of nations.”

Secretary of the Navy
Braithwaite attested that his
visit was to ensure that “Palau
understands United States com- |4 i
mitment to the security of the Secretary of the Navy Kenneth J. Braithwaite
region and our commitment to and Palau Pres. Tommy Remengesan Jr

US Secretary of the

+ FROM PAGE 1

by President Remengesau.

During Secretary of Defense Esper’s visit, Remengesau had re-
quested a more engaged and active relationship between the United
States military and Palau such as more frequent US military R&Rs,
exercises as well as developing key infrastructures for joint use of
both countries.

The Secretary of the Navy Braithwaite's visit included a visit to
Palau’s Marine Law Office in Malakal. The day before, USS Comstock,
a landing ship of the US Navy arrived with 2 Mark V1 patrol boats.
According to the US Embassy, the navy ship is meant t6 patrol and
to establish a stronger US presence in Palau’s exclusive economic
zone, and to transport one or two Mark V1 patrol boats, along with
an Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) team.

CRBERB/NSAME —2 ABAMURICKENT 2 EHEERREAR—]

(E8)

8 ADKEPFEBOEMIORWT, KBERE Kenneth J. Braithwaite KNS A%Z55/]. Remengesau A#fisEIE.
S0 EEE R B RREGRERI T 2D THZLIMATE, Braithwaite REI(CLBIDiHRIE. COMIHDTZRICITTS
KEOIZY XA M NSARDBIGOMITOBE R I 21y > MEEEERT 20D THD.
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NavSec visit reinforces U.S commitment to Palau

blish permanent presence on island

PR i

Remengesau renews invite for US military to esta

US Navy Secretary Kenneth Braithwaite (I) and President Tommy E. Re-

mengesau Jr (r) making their way to PRR lobby for the press briefing on Mon-

President Tommy E. Re-
mengesau Jr has reiterated
his call for the United States
military to establish a perma-
nent presence in Palau.

President Remengesau's
call came in a letter to the Sec-
retary of the US Navy Kenneth
Braithwaite during his over-
night visit to the island. In his
letter, the president said that
Washington had a steadfast
- ally in Palau and should look
at setting up facilities there
and elsewhere in the Northern
Pacific region.

“We are living in uncertain
times and | think this is a great
opportunity, not just for Palau,
but for the region, to look at

See NavSec on page 11

%

= oy

"mn«fmm Page 1

our special relationship and see
what the leadership of the Unit-
ed States can do in this day and
age,” he said.

Remengesau gave the
same message he delivered to
US Defense Secrelary Mark Es-
per last month that Palau could
serve as a bulwark against “de-
stabilizing actors® in the region

While Palau is an indepen-
dent nation, it has no military
and the US is responsible for
its defense under an agreement
with Washington called the
Compact of Free Association

“Some of Palau's chief in-
frastructure needs, including
port facilities, secondary air-
fields, law enforcement training
grounds and maritime enforce-
ment and surveillance facili-
ties, are also opportunities to
strengthen US military readi-
ness” Remengesau said in a
letter hand delivered to Braith-
waite,

we can look to improve Malakal
Harbor, in ways that increase its
accessibility to U.S Military ves-
sels,” Remengesau said.

President Remengesau
further said that “over the long
term we must deveelop a train-
ing ground in Babeldaob, where
U.S. troops can base their oper-
ations when they train in Palau®

In a press oriefing at the
Palau Royal Resort on Monday,
Mavy Secretary Braithwaite said
his trip is to reinforce the US
cOmmitment for the security of
the region and freedom of navi-
gation.

| am here to ensure that
Palau understands our com-
mitment to the security of the
region, our commitment to the
freedom of navigation and the
seas surrounding Palau, and
the vested interest in the United
Stales Navy and Marnne Corps
to be here to support Palau,
the people of Palau as we have
historically done for the last 75
years,” Mr. Braithwaite said.

P Remeng
stressed that long-term U.S.
defense partnership is in Pa-
lau's future and this partnership
require long-term infrastructure
development.

The Compact agreement
includes a mechanism to estab-
lish two Defense Sites — Malakal
Harbar and the airport in Airai -
for long-term use; however, they

- have not resulted in a regular
military presence on island.

‘As a short-term solution,

¥ said
that Palau underslood the im-
portance of freedom and de-
mocracy.

In a tacit refe to Chi-

States couldn't be more impor-
tant to us at this time."

Secretary Braithwaite said
the importance of working to-
gether has been underlined by
the pandemic

Remengesau told him ev-
eryone was hoping for a vaccine
against Covid-19, and that his
country and others they were
looking to the US

Secretary replied that the
US was “investing steadily (and)
aggressively a great amount of
US resources” towards develop-
ing a vaccine.

“It can be kind of lonely at
the top, to be honest with you,
since the wall fell in Berlin. We
welcome the new world order™

Braithwarte and his delega-
tion were in Palau for less than
24 hours, the |atest in a series of
US military visits.

This month, US military ves-
sels USS Comstock and USS
Coast Guard Cutter Sequoia
carrying military personnel en-
tered Palau’s waters.

The military deployment
will conduct missions in Palau
from maritime surveillance to
assist identifying unexploded

na, the official said Palau had
shown great courage in stand-
ing by these ideals

“We need to be vigilant be-
cause we're under pressure.
You're in proximity here, much
closer than we are. We recog-
nize that, and your long-stand-
ing relationship with the United

A team from the US Air
Force also arrived on Palau to
assess grains aid reguirements
and evaluate serviceability of
the runways and tarmacs of air-
fields.

Under the deal, the US mili-
tary has access to the islands,
although it currently has no

troops permanently stationed
there.

While not naming China
directly, Braithwaite said it was
clear there was a new chapter
in the world order.

“The United States under-
stands that, we welcome that

CRBEREOSEN/NSANOKREORES

ZsRt)
(BS)

Tommy E. Remengesau Jr. K#it8
(& SANOKREDEANBRBES 2T

-- it's been kind of lonely at the
tap to be honest, since the wall
fell in Berlin (in 1989)," he told a
function in Koror, Monday.

“But while we welcome the
new order it has to be by the
same rule of law thal all of us
live by."
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Coast Guard Cutter Sequoia
seeks defense strategy
prospects In Sonsorol

BY: ADAM SOMERS

The US Coast Guard Cutter
Sequoia, which arrived in Palau
on October 15 to support the
Aids to Navigation project, made
a trip to Sonsorol Island last
week to scepe out prospects for
the US Pacific defense strategy.

The visit, which included
members of the Coast Guard
as well as US Ambassador John
Hennessey-Niland, arrived at
the small Southwest Island on
Tuesday afternoon, October 20,
and departed Wednesday, ar-
riving back in Malakal Port on
Thursday afternoon.

The US Embassy has said
that Sonsorol is “of strategic im-
portance and ties into the over-
all strategy for the US defense of
Palau”,

According to the Sonsorol
State Office, in addition to deliver-
ing supplies to the remote island,
the patrol also involved discussion
between the US Embassy and rep-
resentatives of the Sonsorol State
Government on the development
of military defense projects in
Sonsorol. The Sonsorol State Of-
fice says that discussions involved
the building of a radar system on
the island for maritime surveil-
lance, as well as requesting and
identifying an area for helicopter

landing and conducting military
exercises.

The projects are expected to
be part of a wider military eifort
to combat Chinese influence in the
Indo-Pacific. Earlier this month,
US Marine forces conducted Exer-
cise Noble Fury on various Japa-
nese islands such as Okinawa, in
preparation for a theoretical en-
gagement with Chinese maritime
forces. The drills rehearsed drop-
ping Marines to land by helicop-
ter, who practiced firing at targets
and then escaping by helicopter.
These types of drills are expected
to expand to other strategic loca-
tions across the Pacific.

The Sequoia visit to Sonso-
rol follows the visit of US Defense
Secretary Mark Esper to Palau

this past August, who emphasized
the “ongoing destabilizing activi-
ties [of China] in the region”, and
the visit of the US Secretary of the
Navy Kenneth ]. Braithwaite last
week, who emphasized the US
“commitment to the security of
the region”. It also coincides with
the arrival of the naval ship USS
Comstock, as well as the arrival
of Air Force personnel to conduct
assessments of the serviceability
of Palau’s airports in Airai, Peleliu,
and Angaur.

The Coast Guard Cutter
Sequoia, a 225-foot Seagoing
Buoy Tender, will otherwise
be responsible for establishing
buoys in the waters off of Palau’s
coasts, to support the safety of
navigation for shipping routes.
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U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Sequoia
partnered with Palau to improve
Indo-Pacific security

| U.5. Coast Guard District 14 Hawail Pacific | Nov. 2, 2020
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Crew members from the Coast Guard

Cutter Sequoia (WLE 215) visit Sonsaral, 2020 € 10 A 22 H. ER-BRIBLTISAR
Palau, to deliver food, fuel, and medicine e~ o . o
from the Palau Ministrg.r of Health, Oct. 22, E%b‘b@@ﬁéﬁ:%mﬁﬁgé\ }\jjy\/yl:l_}l/
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Sonsorol was the Sonsorol State

Governor Micholas Aquino, Delegate (WLB215) OFEMEES.

Yutaka Gisbons. Jr. .S, Ambassador RA1TUIZDE Nicholas Aquino EJHANSS.
John Hennessey-Miland, Lt. Cmdr. Clint

Moaore of the Royal Australian Navy, and Yutaka Gibbons FEi&&. John

Lt. Crondr. Tonnmy Tomika of the Japan . " . =
Coast Guard. (Photo by Courtesy) Hennessey-Niland 3KXAX{&. Clint Moore &
BEME, ERA—E8 LRTIE.
Photo Details | Download

SANTA RITA, Guam — The U.5. Coast Guard Cutter Sequoia (WLB 215) returned Sunday
from a deployment that furthered maritime safety and security improvements with the Republic
of Palau in late September and October.

The mission was an cngoing effort between the U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Embassy Koror, U.S.
Department of the Interor, and Palau to improve the aids to navigation infrastructure and
further Palan's maritime transnortatinn swstem
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“Palau and the Coast Guard have a long, sustained partnership and the Sequoia’s deployment
furtherad this relationship,” said Capt. Christopher Chase, commander, U.5. Coast Guard
Sector Guam. “Through teamwork between curselves and Palau we overcame COVID-19
limitaticns allowing Palau to become the first country to welcome U.S. military deployments to
conduct critical aids to navigation, maritime law enforcement, and humanitarian assistance
MiSSions.”

During the 21 day patrol the crew of the Sequoia established or servieed 12 aids to navigation
in Palau while also working clesely with the Palau Ministry of Justice's Department of Maritime
Law Enforcement during the Pacific Izlands Forum Fisheries Operation Kurukuru to protect
Palau’s National Marine Sanctuary and exclusive economic zone (EEZ) from illegal,
unreported and unregulated fishing (L)

Aids to navigation perform a vital function by providing navigational markers facilitating safe
movement of private, commercial, and government vessels through Palaw's waters while
contributing to the overall safety of the global marine transportation system.

Prior to the missicn, the crew of the Sequoia, U.S. Coast Guard and U.5. Armmy dive teams
undertock extensive COVID-12 precautions including testing and quarantine to ensure the
safety of both the crews and the people of Palau.

An important goal of both the United States and Palau is the protection of the Pacific Ocean's
fizh stocks. IUU fishing poses a senous threat to the Pacific's fish population and throughout
the patrol the Sequoia's crew worked closely with the Palau Ministry of Justice's Department of
Maritime Law Enforcement to protect the country's EEZ including jointly participating in the
Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries Operation Kurukuru.

Operation Kurukuru is a coordinated maritime surveillance operation between partners in the
region. The operation’s success depends on the ability of partners like Palau and the United
States to work together.

Throughout the cutter's time in Palau the crew of the Sequoia parinered with Palau's Maritime
Law Enforcement officers to monitor fizhing vessels within Palau’s EEZ. This collaboration
enhanced Palau’s maritime domain awareness and vessel monitoring to help protect the
county's fisheries from UL

The cutter's crew completed S vessel sightings throughout the operation, relaying the
informaticn back to Palau's Maritime Law Enforcement officers for future fisheries patrols.

The Sequoia also engaged in a humanitarian mission to the island of Sonsorol during the
patrol, delivering supplies including food, fuel, and medicine from the Palau Ministry of Health
to the island.

Accompanying the Sequoia to Sonsorol was the Sonsorol State Govermnor Micholas Aquino,
Delegate Yutaka Gibbons, Jr., U5, Ambassador John Hennessey-Miland, Lt. Cmdr. Clint
Moore of the Royal Australian Navy, and Lt. Condr. Tommy Tomika of the Japan Coast Guard.

The visit to Sonsorol served dual purpeses. While the crew delivered the supplies, the
dignitaries surveyed the island for possible future civil and defense building projects.
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Cutter Sequoia Returns from Deployment That Furthered Joint
Maritime Security with Palan

November 4, 2020 — Homeland Security Today

The U.S. Coast Guand Cutter Sequoia (WLB 215) retumed
Sunday from a deployment that furthered maritime safety and
security improvements with the Republic of Palau in late
Septemnber and October.

The mission was an cngoing effort between the U_S. Coast
Guard, U.5. Embassy Koror, U_S. Department of the Interior, and
Palau to improve the aids to navigation infrastructure and further
Palau's maritime transportation system.

“Palau and the Coast Guard have a long, sustained partnership
and the Sequoia’s deployment furthered thiz relationship,” said
Capt. Christopher Chase, commander, U.S. Coast Guard Sector
Guam. “Through teammwork between ourselves and Palau we
owercame COVID-19 limitations allowing Palau to become the first
country to welcome U_S._ military deployments to conduct critical
aids to navigation, maritime law enforcement, and humanitarian
assistance missions.”
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Dwring the 21 day patrol the crew of the Sequoia established or
serviced 12 aids to navigation in Palau while also working closely
with the Palau Ministry of Justice's Department of Maritime Law
Enforcement during the Pacific Istands Forum Fisheries Operation
Kurukuru to protect Palau’s National Marine Sanctuary and
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) from illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing (IUU).

Aids to navigation perform a vital function by providing
navigational markers facilitating safe movement of private,
commercial, and government vessels through Palau’s waters
while contributing to the overall safety of the global marine
transportation system.

Prior to the mission, the crew of the Sequoia, U.S. Coast Guard
and U.S. Amny dive teams undertook extensive COVID-13
precautions including testing and guarantine to ensure the safety
of both the crews and the people of Palau.

An important goal of both the United States and Palau is the
protection of the Pacific Ocean’s fish stocks. IUU fishing poses a
serious threat to the Pacific's fish population and throughout the
patrol the Sequoia’s crew worked closely with the Palau Ministry
of Justice’s Department of Maritime Law Enforcement to protect
the country’s EEZ including jointty participating in the Pacific
Islands Forum Fisheries Operation Kurukuru.

Operation Kurukuru is a coordinated maritime surveillance
operation between pariners in the region. The operation’s sucoess
depends on the ability of partners like Palau and the United
States to work together.

Threughout the cutter's time in Palau the crew of the Sequoia
partnered with Palau’s Marntime Law Enforcement officers to
monitor fishing vessels within Palau's EEZ. This collaboratficn
enhanced Palau's maritime domain awarensss and vessel
monitering to help protect the county's fisheries from UL

The cutter's crew completed 5 vessel sightings throughout the
operation, relaying the information back to Palau's Maritime Law
Enforcement officers for future fisheries patrols.

The Sequoia also engaged in a humanitarian mission to the island
of Sonsorol during the patrol, delivering supplies including food,
fuel, and medicine from the Palau Ministry of Health to the island.

Accompanying the Sequoia to Sonsorol was the Sonsorol State
Govemnor Micholas Aquino, Delegate Yutaka Gibbons, Jr., .S,
Ambassador John Hennessey-Miland, Lt. Cmdr. Clint Moore of
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the Royal Ausiralian Mavy, and Lt. Cmdr. Tommy Tomika of the
Japan Coast Guard.

The visit to Sonsorol served dual purposes. While the crew
delivered the supplies, the dignitaries surveyed the island for
possible future civil and defense building projects.

“This patrol has showcased the flexibility and multi-mission nature
of Sequoia,” said Lt. Cmdr. Ryan Adame, the commanding officer
of the Sequoia. “We completed aids to navigation maintenance in
the waters of Guam, Rota, and Saipan and patrolled the high
seas west of the Mariana Islands to detect and deter IULU fishing.
We also worked closely with our partners in Palau on missions to
establish aids to navigation with the support of Coast Guard and
Army divers and enhance Palau's mariime domain awarensss
capabiliies. | am proud of the skill, resilience, and determination
demonstrated by the crew of Sequoia throughout this patrol.”
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