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A big reception was held for
the amival on Ebeye earlier this
month of Sea Patrol’s new ves
sel, Tarlang (4. The search and
rescue vessel s to be based ai
Ebeye

The wvessel was donated 10
RMI by the Nippon Founda
tion, which is supporting ex
panded manne surveillance ef
forts throughout the north Pacific
region. A group from the Japan
Association of Marine Safety as
well as NBK Corporation joined

Imata at boat show

in the celebration of the delivery
of the new vessel wgether with
local leaders

lroijFormer President Imata
Kabua (above). Mayor Card
Subillie. Rev. Lawson Matauto
and vessel caprain Felix Loeak
and his deputy Telmong Kabua
joined with Japan Association of
Marine Safety’s Yukihiro Takeu
chi (above), Shunsuke Shirasaki
und lhuko Tanska and Kasuo

Tagawa of Yanmar.
Photos: Marika Fukuda
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Hilda Heine and Japan Association of Marine Safety President Ma- faug
sazumi Nagamitsu (right) in cutting the ribbon to inaugurate the new
Sea Patrol vessel, Tarlan04. Photo: Denise deBrum Reiher.
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Boat blessing was
Hilda’s debut event

HILARY HOSIA

President Dr. Hilda Heine made her first
public appearance as the nation’s most
powerful person during the handover of the
“Tarlang 04™ patrol vessel last Thursday at
Uliga Dock, three hours after being swomn
in as president.

High-level Japanese representatives
from the donor Nippon Foundation Group,
which consists of the Nippon Foundation,
Sasakawa Peace Foundation and the Japan
Association of Marine Safety, joined Presi-
dent Heine and members of the parliament
in the ceremony.

The Assumption School Band performed
the Japanese and Marshallese anthems as
RMI Sea Patrol honor guard and National
Police color guard hoisted the state flags
and carried M-16s in uniform.

Kwajalein Iroij and Senator Mike Kabua
conveyed gratitude on behalf of the Kwa-
jalein people as the vessel is to be stationed
at the monied atoll.

Following then-Justice Minister Atbi
Riklon’s brief speech, Japan Association
of Marine Safety and visiting team leader
Masazumi Nagamitsu said the Nippon

Foundation Group is proud and honored
their support suits the need of Marshall Is-
lands. “The boat will service Ralik Chain
islands during search and rescue opera-
tions and would be essential during the El
Nifio period.”

Following the brief ceremony, VIPs and
the Assumption students had the opportu-
nity to test drive the Tarlang 04, and some
had the rare chance to talk one-on-one
with Captain Felix Loeak inside the cabin,
where Loeak showcased the boat’s state of
the art navigation system, built-in satellite
phone and other modern gadgets available
at the captain’s fingertip.

“These students are a curious bunch.,”
Loeak told the Journal. “I had a great time
conversing with some of them. It was a
worthwhile trip for my crew and 1,” Loeak
said of the one-day trip it took his crew of
six to reach Majuro. He added that even
though Tarlang 04 would be anchored at
Kwajalein, they are ready to provide ser-
vice to neighboring atolls in time of dis-
tress. The Tarlang 04 will receive unlimited
fuel up until 2023, courtesy of the Nippon
Foundation Group.
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